
U.MAL iVLll 


nIEW YORKS 
LESBIAN 
AND GAY 
NEWS 

maSathne - 



WILD MSN!! & 



Baneing/GkfrdsjD Boys/Dnagi Queens/ILfiwe BandsdXJ's HOhdhse/1 Connolly, 
Larrrfy T<&e,, Pteniidiw & John SuligsrXWett Side Higftw&yy stmoH 13th Street 











OUTSPOKEN 


What’s going on here? 

On the one hand, we are presented with imperfect but 
growing evidence that new treatments exist to prevent the onset 
of full-blown AIDS in HIV infected people. AZT, DDI, 
aerosolized pentamidine and bactrim are touted as being break¬ 
through drugs, and that’s great. But on the other hand, these 
treatments are unavailable to the vast majority of those in need 

Clinics that can monitor people’s T-ceil counts and begin time¬ 
ly preventative care arc full and accepting no more patients. 
Aerosolized pentamidine programs are not set up in local hospitals 
and may not be for a year or more. AZT isn't paid for by Medicaid 
until a person's immune system (and bank account) is so depleted 
that the full preventative benefits can no longer be realized. T-cdl 
testing is prohibitively expensive for most. 

It seems an almost deliberately cruel hoax that the govern¬ 
ment feels free to dangle the prize of health to the HIV-infected 
and then withhold that prize to most. It's especially bizarre con¬ 
sidering that the cost of prophylactic care, even given 
Burroughs-Wcllcomc's criminal price gouging for AZT, is still far 
less than the government’s inevitable financial burden when it 
ends up caring for those who fall to the full onslaught of AIDS. 

So what’s the deal? How can our ‘leaders* be so stupid? 
The answers are the same as they have been since the begin¬ 
ning of the epidemic: inertia, homophobia, racism, stupidity, 
cheapness, cowardice, passive genocide. The same responses 
that groups like ACT-UP have mounted against these horrors in 
the post must be escalated to new heights, because now with 
effective treatments in existence but unavailable, the battle is 
more than ever one of life and death. 

We stand at the verge of a huge potential disaster or a 
well-deserved salvation. While 100,000 have already been diag¬ 
nosed with AIDS, many, many times that number are fast 
approaching that bleak condition. Although the new therapies 
aren't perfect, although scientists show their contempt for us by 
ruling through press releases instead of published studies, 
although legitimate questions are unanswered and drug compa¬ 
nies continue their gouging, nevertheless a clear concensus is 
emerging: Pre-AIDS is becoming treatable and full-blown AIDS 
often preventable. 

To take advantage of this situation people must strive to 
take control of their lives and their health by getting tested or 
monitoring their T-cell counts. But testing and monitoring arc 
useless, and can be psychological disastrous, without subse¬ 
quent access to treatment. If it takes a revolution to achieve 
such access for all, never was a revolution more justified. ▼ 



4 0UTTWEEK September 11.1989 




NO FEDERALTAX. 
NO STATE TAX. 
NOCITYTAX. 

IF YOU EARN IT, WHY NOT KEEP IT - ALL 100% OF IT? 

You can with an investment in a New York Tax-Exempt Income Fund. And you 
get safety, affordability and liquidity too 

New York Tax-Exempt Income Funds Offer High Tax-Free Income. A triple tax 
advantage for New Yorkers because they invest in municipal bonds which are 
exempt from City, State and Federal income taxes. 

New York Tax-Exempt Income Funds Are Safe And Affordable. Investments are 
made in diversified, quality municipal bonds, lowering your investment risk. 

And you can open an investment account for as little as $500. 

You Have Easy Access To Your Money. You can take your monthly dividends in 
cash, or reinvest them. And you can sell your shares at any time at market value 
with no interest or withdrawal penalty. 

For more information about New York Tax-Exempt Income Funds call 
Christopher Street Financial, Inc. at (212) 269-0110 or 1-800-262-6644 
or return the coupon below. 

i Please send me more information about New York Tax-Exempt Income Funds. 

i 

I NAME ____ 

I 

I AP OBESS 

J CTTY___ sure _ flf 

I 

I TElffHONE HOME BUSINESS 

I 
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\ 80 Wall Street. New York. NY 10005 
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LETTERS 


Gulf In Tomchin'* 
Resolution? 

I envoys rood left ora and 
article* by Lorry Kramer 
because I cm always count 
on their anger, criticism and 
pcBson (as wd as ther word- 
nea end abratfveness)-senti- 
menl* I hope I shore vrith him. 
h you 4 September sue you 
print hit newest ottock on 
GMHC followed by GMHC 
Board President Joy Tomchn's 
response (Xeroxed. Sept. 4). 

I don’t inow If dot Larry's 
criticism* are valid, but I do 
know that Ms. Tomchin 
responded with hot dr. Her let¬ 
ter is nothing but ena ess. 
blond and meoningless 
rhetoric. f*ed with sel-ccngrat- 
dchont and gloartng. and ridrt- 
bgd of Lory's points. rshord- 


ly the stuff of leoderahip How 
maftroctrve. How frightening 
Larry, right or wrong, at 
least brings up serious, timely, 
relevant Issues. If Tomchin's 
response to him is representa¬ 
tive of the GMHC board s crift- 
tude. that's all the more 
reason to give Larry's crticam* 
careful consideration. 

One of the rare times 
Tomchin mokes a concrete 
point h her letter is something 
I cm personalty respond to 
She says, ’ ..we often survey 
the people we serve to find 
out how we can do more * 
Oh. really? I've been a 
GMHC ckent for four and a 
half years and haven't once 
been surveyed 
Crdg Rowland 
Manhdtm 


The Real Deal 

The Gay Men's Health 
Crisis' decision to change 
their policy on HIV antibody 
testing has serious Implica¬ 
tions in regards to occess to 
health care services for 
minorities, women, the unin¬ 
sured. gay/bisexual men 
and adolescents. 

In principle, there is no 
question that the HIV anti¬ 
body test is a reliable ond 
useful first step towords 
assessing a person's need to 
begin early treatments for 
HIV disease. However, to 
date there Is an extreme 
shortage of primary care, 
crucial for medied manage¬ 
ment and monitoring of HIV- 
Infected* people, and 
severely limited access to 
health care services for the 
mq(ortty of populations at risk 
for HIV/ADS. 

The advertisements md 
public service announce¬ 


ments placed by GMHC sug¬ 
gested that people ‘think 
about,..' getting the HIV 
antibody test ‘because if 
you test positive, now there 
are choices.* Drugs such as 
AZT and prophylaxis such as 
oerosolized pentamidine to 
‘prevent some AIDS-related 
Illnesses* as wel as monitor¬ 
ing your Immune system 
using diagnostic testing, 
specifically T-cell subsets, 
were given as the com¬ 
pelling reasons to seriously 
consider taking the HIV anti¬ 
body test. Although these 
three areas ore important, 
they are expensive, not 
reodly avalab’e md repre¬ 
sent only one component of 
the totol medical manage¬ 
ment of people who are HIV 
seropositive People with HIV 
infection require compre¬ 
hensive medical services 
delivered by providers 
expert in determining the 
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subtle changes In health sta¬ 
tus due to HIV disease There 
are a variety of symptomatic 
treatments ovoiloble for 
many of the medical prob¬ 
lems associated with HIV 
which often occur in the 
early stages of infection For 
example, many HfV seroposi¬ 
tive people have dermato¬ 
logical conditions, fungal 
infections, gastro-intestinal 
complications, other viral 
syndromes such as herpes 
and cytomegalovirus and 
are susceptible to reactiva¬ 
tion of syphib and tuberciio- 
sis. Al of these conditions as 
well as managing AZT ond 
prophylaxis against pneumo- 
cystic carinii pneumonia, 
(PCP) require ongoing medi " 
cal monitoring which 
includes timely follow-ups 
and diagnostic testing 

At the some time that 
GMHC announced its cam¬ 
paign to encourage people 
to take the HIV antibody 
test. Or. Louis Sullivan, the 
Secretary of Health and 
Human Sendees, staled at a 
conference in Washington 
on HIV Infection and Mnoii- 
ttes that the federal govern¬ 
ment would promote ond 
fund expanded HIV anti¬ 
body testing but would not 
provide funds for the support 
services necessitated by 
such massive testing Or 
Anthony Fauci, the Director 
of NIAID admitted, ot the 
same conference, that odo- 
lescents. even homeless 
youth who could be consid¬ 
ered independent minors, 
could not get access to pro¬ 
phylactic treatment pro¬ 
grams under their control 
Two weeks before 
GMHC held their press con¬ 
ference. they met with rep¬ 
resentatives of other AIDS 
service organizations The 
majority of these organiza¬ 
tions raised strong objections 
to GMHC's policy change 
because of their firsthand 
knowledge of the lack of low 
cost, accessible health care 
for their service populations 
In response GMHC told the 


group that at the press con¬ 
ference to announce the 
policy change. GMHC's 
encouragement of HIV anti¬ 
body testing would be cou¬ 
pled with o statement 
demanding that Mayor 
Koch keep his promise to 
moke health care sorvicos 
available to every New York¬ 
er who needs them. GMHC is 
not an expert in the planning 
and implementation of 
health cere delivery systems 
Even when funding is aval 
able to enhance or expand 
health care for HIV infected 
people, the time lag 
between the allocation of 
furring and implementation 
of these services is a mini¬ 
mum of 12 months, and 
problems due to srte location 
and critical shortages of 
heefth care providers some¬ 
times cause indefinite delays 
in beginning operation 


It is unfortunate that 
GMHC Is perceived by the 
media as tho spokesperson 
for the AIDS service commu¬ 
nity. espeaaly in light of the 
extraordinary response 
mounted by the lesbian and 
gay community at large in 
rogards to AIDS If GMHC 
hod strongly emphasized the 
lack of access to health 
care services that people 
need If they test HIV seropos¬ 
itive then at least they would 
hove complete information 
to use in their decision-mak¬ 
ing process. By not doing 
this. GMHC hos chosen to 
minimCe the red issue in the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic the lack 
of accessible, appropriate 
and affordable health care 
Rona Affoumodo 
Executive Director 
Community Health Proj. 
A Damien Martin, PhD 
Executive Director 


Hetrick-Martn Institute 
Rodger MocFartand 
Vce Charman. Bd. of Dr. 
AIDS Resource Center 

Getting Over Gel Over It 
I thought that OufWeek 
was a magazine for all of 
Now York's lesbian and gay 
communities Yet your edito¬ 
rial 'Get Over It’ (Outspo¬ 
ken. August 21 issues) 
seemed to be written os If 
only the most privileged 
among us were reading It. 
'Get over it Get tested.* 
you wrote And then what? 
Wait months for a free T-cell 
test, if you con get one of 
all? Then quit your job. and 
empty your bank accounts, 
so you can qualify for Medi¬ 
caid’’ And then wait more 
months to receive ‘care* at 
a city hospital or dnic. if you 
can get it all? Or waif until 
you're sick enough to be 


| CLOSE SHAVE FOR GOETZ 

Macho man jailbird Bemie (Shoot First. Ask Questions Later) Goetz 
has once again managed to shoot off something (in this case, his mouth) 
before getting all the facts. Seams Bamia's slightly uptight about being 
forced to shave with used razors, thinking they can give him AIDS. So 
nervous has he become that he's refusing to return his own razors to 
correction authorities, prompting them to sentence him to an additional 
two weeks in the slammer. We say let him keep the razors, just throw 
8wa * th,k,y Photo. Bill Biggart/lmpact Visuals 

_I1 
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token to an emergency 
room, where you can lit for 
a few days before being 
seen by doctors who may or 
may not have heord of 
aerosolized pentomidlne. 
who won't do the paper¬ 
work for trlmetrexate. and 
who don't have access to 
earfy-interventlon AZT? 

Even for those few lucky 
enough to have either 
health insurance or a large 
fortune available to be 
squandered on the medical 
and pharmaceutical indus¬ 
tries. the imperious tone of 
your editorial was uncalled 
for As was the ridicule of 
those who doubt AZT. or the 
HIV theory, or are con¬ 
cerned about the psycho¬ 
logical consequences of a 
positive tost Serious and 
tragic medical and eco¬ 
nomic issues require moro 
than oversimplified rhetoric 
I expected more from 
OutWook 

Steve Quest or 
Manhattan 

Getting Over Optimistic 
When you wrote an edi¬ 
torial about preventing ‘the 
onset of ACS indefinite^’ by 
using AZT in conjunction with 
pentamidine (Outspoken. 
Aug. 21) presumably you 
were referring to the CDC 
definition of AJDS thot looks 
narrowty at PCP pneumonia 
and one or two other oppor- 
tunstic infections. 

While it is true that PCP 
is largely preventable, it is 
currently untrue to say that 
AIDS is largely preventable 
As for now the only sure way 
to avoid ACS is through safe 
sex (and not sharing works) 
OvtWeok has a respon¬ 
sibility to its reoders to bal¬ 
ance optimism with 
accuracy After all. when 
AIDS is preventable, safe sex 
will no longer be necessary 
Barry Canter 
Manhattan 

Out Caling It 
'Quit Calls t Quits" 

The Qultt calls it quits 


lOalWeek Sept 4)? Never 
The NAMES Project is com¬ 
mitted to assembling and 
displaying tho Quit until tho 
last person has died of AIDS 
The display in Washington will 
be the last lime Ihe Quilt Is 
seen in its entirety only 
because il will be too large 


for any known space. The 
appoximately 11XXXI panels 
coming to Washington are a 
tragic representation of one 
of evory five poople who 
hove died of AIDS, and the 
Quilt wtf continue to tour in 
smaler sections to bring the 
reality of AIDS to communi¬ 
ties in the Unrted Stales and 
indoed the world. On display 
in Washington wifi be panels 
from all 50 states, from Aus¬ 
tralia. Canada. Uganda. 
Brazil and Europe The Quit is 
a romarkoblo memorial, one 
which remembors the dead 
In overwhelmingly human 
terms, but which oiso edu¬ 
cates the living in the 
tragedies of AOS Our com¬ 
mitment to the future honors 
the past 

Nancy Stanford 
Reload Representative 
The NAMES Project 

Zero Credibility 
A year ago. I began 
attending ACT UP meetings 
at the Gay and lesbian 
Community Center on 13th 
St These meetings have pro¬ 
vided me wrth an Invaluable 
source of information on the 
HIV agenda and, as a PWA 
who's primarily concerned 
with treatment occess to 
experimental drugs. I find Ihe 
Treatment and Dala Com¬ 
mittee's weekly reports. 


Treatment Digest, and 
teach-ins to be the most 
beneficial 

When I head that T&D's 
Mark Harrington would be 
writing the Political Science 
column In OulWoek. I was 
very pleased As it tuns out. I 


one ot OufWeofc's best 
columns. It is well-written, 
informative, and concise, 
however, I was a bit put off by 
Mark's attack on Randy Shifts 
in the August 28th issue where 
he uifarty compares Shits to 
the Native i Charles Ortteb, 
Mark says that in the 
book. And the Band Played 
On. Shuts ’would hove us 
believe’ Patient Zero ’single- 
handedly and knowingly 
sprood HIV from coast to 
coasl ’ Yesl Shills did report 
that Gaetan Dugas (Patient 
Zero) purposely hod unsafe 
sex attor he hod boen dog 
nosod with AIDS without 
informing !w sexual partners 
of his diagnosis. But Shilts 
never implied thot Dugas 
’single-handedly' spread 
this dsease A good rearing 
of this book will reveal quite 
the opposite 

Patient Zero was there 
alright, but so was govern¬ 
ment comploconcy and tho 
Reagan Administration (S) 
nogiocf And Koch's So was 
the apathetic goy communi¬ 
ty. which so many of us woro 
part of So were the bath 
house owners, the blood 
bonks, and (hass) Dr Robert 
Gallo And more than that, 
there were the eoity heroes 
of this epidemic like Larry 
Kramer and Selma Dritz who 
wero screaming their hoods 


off when nobody else was 
And Mark Conant and Matt 
Krieger and Bril Kraus and 
Matilde Krim and I don't 
know how many different 
faces of AIDS. Yel. I do know 
that It is probably one of the 
warmest, compassionate, 
woll-written books on this 
subject that wo l ever read 
Although it's not without 
fault, it's a great piece of 
journalism os It chronicles 
the sad history of this dis¬ 
ease 

As far as AIDS octivists 
losing some sympathy at ou 
demonstratlons-Shlits is 
right We do! However (and 
I'm sue Motfc worid agree) 
wo get a lot more accom¬ 
plished now upsotting poo- 
plo than wo ever did from 
being sienf. Yet we should 
be fair in ou roportng and 
more accepting of othors' 
criticisms 

David lopez 

Manhattan 

Majority Reoction 

This letter refers to you 
article. ’Barriers. Solutions. 
Creating Trust: The Minority 
AIDS Battle* (August 28) 
regarding the Washington 
D C conference on AIDS in 
r octal and ethnic communi¬ 
ties. Although tho article dd 
cover tho ogendo of AIDS 
service workers, it neglected 
the very issues the confer¬ 
ence grappled with during 
the week ot August 13 
through 17 

let us begin with a few 
particulars Fvstty. the con¬ 
ference was attonded by at 
least 4.500 representatives 
of communities of color, not 
1000 os you erroneously 
reported For five days these 
4,500 participants engaged 
in plenary sessions, work¬ 
shops. foce-to-face sessions 
and caucuses. Disturbingly, 
there was no mention of the 
critical issues discussed in 
these sessions These issues 
included health care as a 
right/nationalized health 
core, the crisis of homeless¬ 
ness among PWAs. the inac- 
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cesslbilify to drug trials (or 
people of color, making 
AIDS education culturally 
sensitive, the continuum of 
core, and numerous other 
topics of vital importance to 
people of color 

As members of ACT 
UP's Majority Act>ons Com¬ 
mittee and participants in 
the conference, we were 
shocked at Out Week's omis¬ 
sions and dfcoppointed at 
your insensitivity ond your 
lack of journalistic thor¬ 
oughness. In the future, we 
hope that when writing on 
issues concerning our com¬ 
munities. you consult with a 
full spectrum of community 
representatives 

We would also like to 
bring to your attention that 
the sole photograph and 
caption accompanying 
your article did not accu¬ 
rately reflect the events at 
the conference. What is 
wrong with this picture? 
Take a good look ond you 
w* see that the photo aptly 
depicts the effocement of 
people of color in the fight 
against AIDS 

Selwyn Garraway 
Carl Strange 
Ron Medey 
Michael Wiggns 
Wahn Yoon 
Dan Wiiams 
Lei Chou 

Sharon Tramutolo 
Keith Cytar 
Manhattan 

Ylpes, More Gripes 
We hove a few gripes 
we would like to share with 
OulWeek readers and the 
community. First of all. we 
are sick and tired of what s 
termed ‘gay-baiting.* as If 
being gcry or lesbian is bod 
It seems that we have let 
the conservative hetero 
world get away with using 
what we are as an effective 
slur. A fine example is that 
during the controversy with 
House Speaker Foley, in 
wtvch it was implied that he 
was gay. Bush sad that the 
whole opisode was ‘cfegust- 


mg.' Most of the emphasis 
was placed on the fact that 
this *fam»y’ man could not 
be homosexuol. than 
defending the integrity of 
the lesbian ond gay com¬ 
munity. As usual being gay 
seems to be on the some 
level as being a murderer 
Now about your maga¬ 
zine: 1) There is no reason for 
anyone to state that they 
are gay or lesbian in the Per¬ 
sonals It is fairly obvious 
what the sexuality of the 
readership is. This is almost 
as annoying as the use of 
the term straight 
acting/looking (sic). 2) The 
Social Terrorism feature is 
fun, but why are the photos 
taken at only two or three 
clubs? 3) m the 6/28 Night¬ 
mare of the Week, you real¬ 
ly fucked up. Not only did 
you waste time by putting 
yourselves in that space 
when there are so many 
assholes to go after, but the 
Coors logo appears faintly 
but prominently in the back¬ 
ground What gives'’ 1 

Over all thanks for a 
good magazine. And keep 
up the good work. 

Eric Smith 
Oan Hunter 
Manhattan 

Coors Confusion 

In your August 28th 
‘Nightmare of the Wrick.' in 
which tho OutWeok odtorid 
staff is chastised for printing 
the words ‘AIDS virus,' I 
noticed what appears to be 
a case of Coors beer in the 
background. I hope you 
guys aren't drinking the 
stuff! 

Thomas F. Hickey 
Manhattan 

Nightmares ot the 
Week of Aug. 28th Respond. 

Perish the thought! In 
fact, the object in question 
is a postcard, sent to us mis 
cheviously by columnist 
Brodley Ban. which we use 
as target practice when we 
run out ot Jesse Helms or 
Damemeyer pin-ups. 


Levi Fan 

Ms Joy Tomchki. President 
Mr Tm Sweeney. Acting CEO 

gmhc 

Dear Joy and T m: 

I am writing to congratu¬ 
late you on your choice of 
Jeff Levi as liaison between 
GMHC and the ‘parollel 
frock' din leal trtds of MH and 
FDA. Jeff has always shown 
Intelligence and strength and 
always looks and sounds tke a 
sane gey person. He is one of 
the most knowledgeable per¬ 
sons I know about the Ins and 
outs of gays and AIDS pokttes 

Because of Dr Anthony 
Fauci's seen title background, 
it was not possible to get eftor 
native testing techniques In 
place untithe NIAJD was con¬ 
vinced that people would not 
be kilted by non-trodltional 
cWoal trtds. Jeff knew this. He 
dd not believe the delay inc*- 
coted an anti-gay conspira¬ 
cy. There is no question In my 
mind that Lovl was instrumen¬ 
tal In the formation of the 
‘parallel track' program (as 
were Mathilde Krim. Larry 
Kramer and ACT UP). With 
Lew s connections and experi¬ 
ence It would be hard to 
knogne o more effective k>- 
son person to MAO and FOA 
You are to be congratulated 
for you choice 

Best wishes. 

Herbert I Cohen. M O. 

Manhattan 

Risky Behavior 
GMHC flood of Directors 
Dear Joy Tomchin 

During the onsot of the 
AIDS erss GMHC has been a 
major force in disseminating 
Information and provtdng ser 
vices to the Gay Community 
The record of achievement 
during the yeors of its exis¬ 
tence however has been 
blemished by Incidents of 
racism. In what would appear 
to be an effort to address a 
people of color perspective 


on issues concerning GMHC. 
Black and Latino advisory 
panels hod been formed. The 
manner In which GMHC 
chose to proceed in the 
placement of ods concerning 
HIV testing-’Think About 
it'-mcy Indicate that GMHC 
has little Interest with Block 
and Latino advisory mput. The 
doc eons made as to the con¬ 
tent of some of the ods rofloct 
a bias based upon racism 
Lote Wednesday after¬ 
noon. August 9th. I had 
received a faxed copy of the 
ods which wore dostlnod to 
appear in Newsday. the Vtf- 
lage Voice, the New York 
limes. El Dario and the Ams¬ 
terdam News. The foxed 
copies also included a mes¬ 
sage requiring a response by 
Thursday afternoon (next day) 
becouse of a Friday morning 
deodline to ploce the ads 
Aft hough my response Includ¬ 
ed several comments, the first 
and most significant was con¬ 
cerning the ads' dssmiarthes 
The response reod as folowt 
'The od for El Cfarto and 
the Amsterdam News ore af¬ 
ferent from the ad to be 
placed In the Times. 
Newsday Voice etc ... If the 
gonoraf foekng is that state¬ 
ments should be mode in the 
od about those who ore ot 
risk. (HV drug users, men who 
have sex with men. sexual 
partners of either group) then 
why exclude this Information 
from Newsday. the Voice. 
Times. OutWeek etc ? Why 
should we assume that the 
reoders of THESE papers aro 
differently Informed than 
those of El Dkrlo or tho Ams¬ 
terdam News? It It's necessary 
Information to Include In one 
od. then It should be Impor¬ 
tant to include m d of them.' 

Obviously non-mlnortty 
groups ALSO AT RISK need 
this information. Is If GMHC's 

SEE XEROXED p*«*70 
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News 

Barney Frank’s 
Home Used for 
Paid Sex Service 


Male Prostitute Planning TV Movie 



Photo: Jim Marks 

nation. But fellow Democrats went on 


FRANK DISCLOSURES 
Rap. Barmy Frank 

by Cliff O'Neill 

WASHINGTON—Revelations that a 
gay prostitute used the Washington, 
D.G home of openly-gay Rep. Barney 
Frank (D MA) as the headquarters for 
gay and bisexual escort services have 
spurred a host of mixed reactions 
from other Washington politicians, 
Frank's Massachusetts constituents, 
and the lesbian and gay community. 

Republican congressmen lined up 
to denounce the sharp-tongued liberal 
Representative, and the Massachusetts 
Republican party called for his teslg- 


recocd in support of Frank. Speaker of 
the House Thomas Foley (D-WA) said, 
"There is no mote able, articulate and 
effective member of the House of 
Representatives than Barney Frank,’ 
according to the New York Times. 

In his home district, which re¬ 
elected him by a landslide margin in 
1987 after he publicly disclosed that 
he is gay, opinions ran from strong 
support to unqualified condemnation, 
according to an August 30 article in 
the Times 


Heading off demands for an 
investigation by his opponents, a 
House ethics inquiry into Frank's con¬ 
duct will soon begin at Frank's own 
behest (see sidebar). Such inquiries 
may be launched on the grounds that 
any member of the House has done 
anything that could reflect poorly on 
the House. 

[Earlier this year, Frank co-signed 
a letter requesting an ethics Inquiry 
into the actions of Rep. Gus Savage 
(D-IU Savage has been charged with 
nuking unwanted advances towards a 
female Peace Corps volunteer while 
on a mission to the African nation of 
Zaire.] 

As part of is summer-long series 
of front-page stories about male prosti¬ 
tutes and prominent Washingtonians 
(see sidebar), the Washington Times 
reported Aug. 25 that Steven Gobie, a 
33-year-old male prostitute and pimp, 
ran prostitution services out of Frank's 
Capitol Hill basement apartment for 
two years after Frank paid him for sex. 

*1 regret it,’ Frank told Out Week 
*1 have damaged the community's 
standing and I have to make it dear 
to people that my personal weakness¬ 
es do not reflect on anybody else.’ 

Sacrat Sax Sarvica 

Frank stated that in August 1987, 
after ho landlord complained for the 
second time about unusual activity in 
Frank's home, Frank discovered that 
Gobie was running the service out of 
the apartment, and then kicked him ouL 

Gobie, however, maintains that 
Frank knew all along what was going 
on and was living vicariously through 
him, telling the Washington Post, ’If 
[Frank] had been 20 years younger, he 
might be doing the same thing.’ 

’The notion that t knew what 
was going on is crazy,* Frank retort¬ 
ed. *lt was the perfect set up. 1 hired 
him because I did feel sorry for him.* 
Frank explained how Gobie could 
have kept his illicit dealings secret. 
’He knew a great deal. He was the 
one who drove me to the airport. He 
picked me up. He knew when I was 
going. He knew when I was coming 
back And he was also in charge of 
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Out of the Closet and into the Fire 


WASHINGTON—National gay and les¬ 
bian political activists across Washing¬ 
ton are supporting embattled Rep. 
Barney Frank (D-MA) itirough his 
recent sex scandal involving his hiring 
of a male prostitute as a personal aide. 

The consensus from activists is 
that Frank will most likely survive the 
controversy, although not necessarily 
without damage to his credibility, 
based on the Massachusetts Demo¬ 
crat's personality and his immense 
popularity in the House and in his 
congressional district. 

"If anyone can survive this 
ordeal, it's congressman Barney 
Frank,* stated Robert Bray, communi¬ 
cations director for the Human Rights 
Campaign Fund. 

Frank scored high marks with 
gay and lesbian leaders in the 
•forthright* manner in which Frank 


has addressed the issue. 

*1 can't think of anything more 
he could be doing to bring this issue 
out into the open and [have it) dis¬ 
posed of,* stated National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force Anti-Violence 
Project Director Kevin Berrill. 

But Bray added, ‘Barney Frank 
is a perfect example that when you 
live in the closet and you carry a big 
secret, you are susceptible to making 
decisions that are against your better 
judgment’ 

'Being in the closet—especially 
when one is an important public Fig¬ 
ure—is enormously stressful and iso¬ 
lating,* Berrill added. 

*1 don't think this would have 
happened after his having come out,* 
he added. 'And it's unfortunate that 
it's haunting him now.' 

—QiffO’Ntm 


housekeeping at my place.* 

The 71 mes reported that in 1985, 
Frank, then not public about his 
homosexuality, answered Goble's 
escort ad in the Washington Blade, a 
local gay and lesbian weekly newspa¬ 
per. The ad read: ‘Exceptionally 
good-looking, personable, muscular 
athlete is available. Hot bottom plus 
large endowment equals a great 
time." 

Frank has acknowledged that on 
April 1, 1985 he paid Gobie S80 cash 
for sex. Afterwards, he said, a profes¬ 
sional relationship between the two 
men developed. 

Although the Times reported 
that the men were ‘lovers* through¬ 
out their relationship, both men 
state that the sexual relationship 
tapered off after several months, 
after which Frank hired Gobie with 
personal funds to be his chauffeur 
and housekeeper. Afterwards, Frank 
wrote several letters to Gobie's 
parole officer on personal station¬ 
ary, with congressional letterhead, 
on Gobie's behalf. 

Gobie, who has felony convic¬ 
tions for possession of cocaine, oral 
sodomy and production of obscene 
items involving a minor, has stated 
that he was never formally employed 
by Frank and that the job was just a 
'cover* for his parole officer. 

In the two years he worked for 
Frank, Gobie also attended then-Pres- 
ideni Ronald Reagan’s signing of an 


immigration bill which was sponsored 
by Frank, and played on Frank’s con¬ 
gressional softball team. 

Hanry Higgins 

Explaining his actions to the 
press, Frank has likened himself to 
Henry Higgins, the character in 
George Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion 
who took a street urchin under his 
wing to reform her, a characterization 


that has irritated Gobie. 

This is not a case of a poor waif 
who is being sheltered,* Gobie told 
the Post The is the first lime he felt 
good in a relationship. Here was a 
guy who didn't have a social life until 
he was 45.* 

In an Aug. 25 press conference 
held in Newton, Mass., Frank told the 
media that his evicting Gobie led to 
his decision to publicly acknowledge 


Come See About Me 

WASHINGTON—’Questions have been raised about my 
employment of a personal assistant during the period 
between 1985 to 1987,* wrote Barney Frank In an official 
letter to the Rep. Julian G Dixon (D-CA), chair to the 
House ethics panel. *1 have publidy responded to these 
questions and have expressed regret for the mistaken 
judgement involved. 

‘In order to ensure that the record is dear, I hereby 
request that the Committee on Standards and Official Con¬ 
duct conduct an investigation into these matters.’ 

Of the inquiry, Frank told the Washington Post, ‘I 
hadn't thought that gross stupidity was a violation of 
House rules.* 

Frank told OutWeek that he wrote his letter to the 
panel because now the charges have changed* 

Some, including Georgetown law professor John 
Banzhaf, are recommending that Frank be prosecuted for 


sodomy, not prostitution. 

Under District of Columbia law, sodomy is a felony, 
punishable by up to ten years in prison. Although few are 
ever charged with the violation—unless they are caught in 
the act—Banzhaf has written a letter to the U.S. Attorney's 
office asking that Frank be brought up on sodomy charges 
based on his admission that he had sex with Gobie. 

In an exdusive interview with Washington, D C. tele¬ 
vision station WUSA, Gobie, in shadows, again charged 
that his employment as Frank's personal assistant was *a 
cover,* constructed by Frank to allow Gobie to continue to 
run his sex business out of the apartment. 

•Anybody who knows me knows 1 don't do win¬ 
dows,* Gobie told WUSA, adding that the only housekeep¬ 
ing he did was 'making the bed for the next client.* 

Attempts to contact Gobie were unsuccessful. 

-CUffOTNea 
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his being gay. Frank added that he is 
now in a long-term relationship. 

Support from Domocrats 

Almost immediately after learning 
of the charges. Massachusetts Republi¬ 
cans called for Frank’s resignation. 
Massachusetts Democratic Party chair¬ 
person, Rep. Chester Atkins said, 
*|Prank’s| personal life has nothing to 
do with the way he performs his pub¬ 
lic duties.* 

Privately, Democrats and gay and 
lesbian activists have slated that if any¬ 
one could survive such a controversy, 
Frank could. Similar reactions have 
come from polls held in Frank’s dis¬ 
trict, where he is immensely popular. 

Gobie, meanwhile, has been reg¬ 
ularly speaking to the media, explain¬ 
ing that his motives in coming 
forward with his story were financial. 

Gobie told the Post that he got 
the idea to tell his tale while watching 
the television movie The Mayflower 
Madam, the true-life story of a high 
Sm BARNEY FRANK os pago SI 


Sex Crazed 


WASHINGTON—It was Ronald Reagan’s favorite newspa¬ 
per. It prides itself for not being influenced by the media’s 
‘liberal bias.* Its loose connections with the Unification 
Church have caused it to be casually referred to as the 
"moonic* newspaper. 

And after 600,000 lesbians and gay men marched on 
Washington for their civil rights, their headline was; *Gay 
marchers revel in (defeated Supreme Court nominee 
Robcrtl Bork’s plight.* 

It is the Washington Times. And this summer, it has 
been the best place to find sex in the nation's capitol. 

Usually it may be found on the front page, in inch- 
high headlines and, more often than not, A is connected 
to some government official. 

The Times and its ultraconservative editorial staff 
opened the summer season with a front page piece on a 
congressional investigation into allegations of live use of 
male prostitutes and of sex with minors, both male and 
female, by certain unnamed congressmen. 

Following that, Timer reporters Paul M. Rodriguez 
and George Archibald bunched what was expected to be 
the bombshell of the season, a scandal linking a recentfy- 
doecd-down gay male escort service with members of the 
Bush and Reagan administrations. 

After weeks of daily revelations about male prosti¬ 
tutes being given midnight tours of the White House, het¬ 
erosexual orgies in the Australian embassy and the 


unauthorized pilfering of White House knick-knacks, the 
rival Washington Post declared the bombshell *a dud * 

In a feature item titled “The Bombshell That Didn’t 
Explode,* the Post poked a finger in the ribs of the Times 
for failing to deliver what it promised, and at the same 
lime assailing the homophobic tone of Rodriguez and 
Archibald's reporting. 

Iben came the Barney Frank mess. 

Printing Frank’s approximate address and then show¬ 
ing a picture of his apartment, complete with apartment 
number, the Times let loose the genie for which it had 
been rubbing its homophobic magic lantern. 

And off A went. At one point in the story they quoted 
Gobie as saying lltat Frank asked him if he was sexually •ver¬ 
satile,* which the reporters immediately defined parenthetical¬ 
ly as 'willing to assume cither a male or female sex role.* 
Alongside their blockbuster story, the Times ran a 
sidebar explaining how Gobie approached them with the 
sensational story and they then carefully verified the facte, 
even having Gobie undergo a 'lie-detector* test (which, 
incidentally, he failed twice). 

Neither did the Times miss the chance to poke the 
Post for its sideswipe. In the same edit ion. Times manag¬ 
ing edior Wesley Pruden penned an opinion piece telling 
the Post that if it ’sleeps through this (scandal |, too, it 
ought to go back to Dubuque to sell shoes* 

—atjjo'Nem 
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Democrat for New York City Council, 3rd District 


After seven years as Chelseas Democratic district leader. Tom Duane is running as an 
openly gay candidate for the 3rd Council District, which includes Greenwich Village. 
Chelsea, Gramercy, Rose Hill. Waterside. Kips Bay. Murray Hill. Midiown and Turtle Bay 


VOTE IN THE DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY. TUE9DAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1989 


Psul for by the Friends of Tom Duane. Darrell L Paster. Treasurer. IW Seventh Ave. 213-727.*150 




OutWeek’s City Council 
Primary Election Guide 


NEW YORK—It took more than a 
decade of organizing, lobbying and 
civil disobedience to get the New 
York City Council to pass legislation 
protecting the rights of lesbians and 
gay men. The Council, though not the 
most highly-respected legislative body 
in the world, has considerable power 
over our lives. And it will have even 
more, particularly in relation to the 
city's $27 billion budget, under the 
new City Charter. 

Here are just a few of the things 
which the City Council could do in 
the coming years, which would 
impact directly on our lives: 

• Dismantle or strengthen existing 
legal protection for gays and lesbians. 

• Extend or veto full spousal benefits 
to the domestic partners of city 
employees. 

• Shift the city's budget priorities to 
fund AIDS services 

There are primary contests in 
only one-third of the council districts. 
Two of the races—in Manhattan's 
third and fourth council districts— 
include openly gay candidates. Three 
of the races include pro-gay candi¬ 
dates challenging council members 
who opposed the gay rights bill when 
it passed in 1966. 

A number of council members 
and candidates do not fully compre¬ 
hend the idea of domestic partner¬ 
ship, are not sure how they feel about 
it, or support k only in its most limit¬ 
ed application for bereavement leave. 
These individuals are marked by T 
in the domestic partnership column. 
One candidate—Ray dine, running in 
Manhattan's fourth district—merited a 
’?* for insisting that he supports 
domestic partnership benefits, but 
opposes *gay marriage.’ Questions 
about AIDS funding were posed to 
candidates in a general way 

Candidates are inclined to say 
what they think they must in order to 
win. Nothing can drive these issues 
home to these candidates and council 


members like being harassed. Call 
them, write them, ask questions at 
forums. One council member (and a 
community ally at that) told Out W«s* 
that she had already answered ’your 
organization's questionnaire,* which 
had been sent by FAIRPAC She seemed 
to think that ’gay* was a single orga¬ 
nized entity. Another, also a community 
supporter, referred to ’AIDS victims’ 
and the ’Gay Men's Health Club.’ 

The more visible the lesbian and 


gay community is to politicians, the 
more likely they will go beyond just 
voting, and actively advocate for our 
community 

If you don't know what council 
district you are in, FAIRPAC has pro¬ 
vided the Gay and Lesbian Switch¬ 
board with directories and guides to 
the candidates' stands on important 
issues. Call the switchboard at (212) 


777-1800 for more information. 

—Sa tutor Katz 


City Council Primaries 

Where only one name is luted, the incumbent is running unopposed. All candi¬ 
dates arc Democrats except Republican Susan Motlnari There are no Republi¬ 
can pony counclmember primaries. 

District/Borough 1966 LosbiarV 

vote Gay Oomattic Increased 

Candidate (gay rights bill) Rights Partnership AIDS! 

1 Si 

Susan Wot in an 

No 




2 M 

Minam Fnedlandor 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

3 M 

Tom Duane [openly gay) 


Yes 

Yas 

Yes 


Carol Groitzer 

Yo* 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

4 M 

Ray Cine 


Yes 

7 

Yas 


Ronnie Eldndge 


Yes 

Ybs 

Yas 


Lance Fletcher 


Yes 

Ybs 

Yes 


Jeny Gotdtedor 


Yes 

Yes 

Yds 


Ethel Shelter 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Janice Shorensietn 


Yes 

Yes 

Yos 


Scon String or 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Dave Taylor [openly gay] 


Yes 

Yas 

Yas 

5 M 

HIHon Clark 

Yos 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


C Virginia FioMs 


Yas 

Yas 

Yes 


Wilbert Kirby 

(no nformation available) 


6 M 

Adriano Etpaiilol 


Yss 

7 

Yos 


Stanley M^heis 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yos 

7 

Robert Dry loo* 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yos 

8 M/8X 

Carolyn Maloney 

Yes 

Yes 

Yo. 

Yes 


Adam Clayton Powell 4*» 


No 

No 

Yos 


Wiliam Perkins 


YOS 

Ya« 

Yss 

9 BX 

Wendea Foster 

Yss 

Yes 

No 

Yos 

10 BX 

June Eisland 

Yos 

Yes 

Ye. 

Yas 

11 BX 

Rafael Colon 

No 





Pedro Espada 


Yes 

Yas 

Yes 

12 BX 

Mtftaoi DeMaroo 

No 
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The Book of Ruth 

has seven council members, ask Man¬ 
hattan residents who represents them 
in the council, and chances arc they'll 
say Ruth Messingcr. Or rather, Ruth, 
since half the city seems to be on a 
first-name basis with this ubiquitous 
Upper West Side figure. 

Messinger is the Council member 
who—appropri- 

ately—had the ins for AIDS 

honor of casting CAMPAIGN SPOTLIGHT services. Sud- 

thc deciding vote 



stands the City's complex budget 
process, and has used her insider 
position as a tireless advocate for 
increased funding for AIDS services 
and other city social service pro¬ 
grams. In June, during a break in the 
final hours of budget negotiations, 
she took a few minutes to march 
with ACT UP. which was demon¬ 
strating outside City Hall, demanding 
increased fund- 


SETTING THE STANDARD 

Ruth Messinger PhotoLee Snider 


when the gay rights bill passed in 1986- 
Shc backed the bill from her earliest 
days in the Council and worked dosdy 
with lesbian and gay activists to get it 
passed. 

She is universally acknowledged to 
be the Council member who best under- 


District/Borough 


Candidate 


1986 Lesbian/ 

vote Gay Oomestic Increased 

(gay rights bill) Rights Partnership AIDSS 


13 BX 

14 BX 
ISO 

16Q 

17 0 

18 0 
16 0 

200 
21 Q 
220 

23 BK 

24 BK 

25 BK 

26 BK 


28 BK 

29 BK 

30 BK 

31 BK 

32 BK 


Josa Rivera 
Jerry Crispino 
James Keough 
Walter Ward 
Sheldon Leffler 
Archie Spigner 
Morton Povman 


(appointed since 1966) 
No 

7 


Frank Steoie (no ini 

Peter Vallone No 

Walter McCaffrey No 

Arthur Katzman Yea 

Herbert Berman Yes 

Priscilla Wooten No 

Susan Alter No 

Chris Owens 
James P. Sol k van 
Enoch Wdbams No 

Victor Robles Yes 

Ada I Vasquez (New Alienee Party) 
Mary Pinkett Yos 

Abraham Gerges Yes 

Jim Ryan 

Stephen DiBrienza Yes 


NoachDear 
David Eichenthal 
Robert Evans 

33 BK Samuel Horwrtz 

Adete Cohan 

34 O Joseph Lisa 

35 SirBK Jerome X ODonovan 


Yes (but he tnod to switch to 

■No’ an hour laler) 


denly, she 
looked at her watch and excused 
herself, for fear of what programs 
might be cut in her absence. 

With her liny staff and a small 
army of volunteers, Messingcr has 
been the most consistently visible 
progressive opposition to the Koch 
administration. Her council col¬ 
leagues are in awe of her: Year 
after year when the Daily News 
surveys council members, 
Messingcr is rated ’most intelli¬ 
gent’ and ’most effective.’ This 
year she's trading in her Council 
scat for the more visible platform 
and bigger staff of the Manhattan 
Borough Presidency. The scat she 
is vacating is the most hotly-con¬ 
tested council race of the year, 
with eight contenders (including 
opcnly-gay Dave Taylor). Mes- 
singcr’s only opposition in her Bor¬ 
ough President race is the New 
Alliance Party's Barbara Taylor. 

Beyond supporting the lesbian 
and gay community for purely 
political reasons, as is the case 
with many elected officials, 
Messinger actually works and inter¬ 
acts with gay men and lesbians on 
a daily basis. Her campaign man¬ 
ager, David Fleischer, is gay, as arc 
several other campaign suffers. 

In contrast with the defensive 
posture of the Koch administration 
with regard to AIDS services, 
Messingcr has already set up a task 
force comprised of community- 
based AIDS service organizations 
to help devise sound city AIDS 
programs, to set the agenda rather 
than react to it. 

Messinger provides a role 
model which other elected officials 
would do well to emulate. ▼ 
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News 

IRS Monkey Wrench for 
Domestic Partner Laws 

New Tax Regulations May Derail Health Benefits 


by Keith Clark 

SEATTLE—When ihc Seattle city 
council recently enacted a limited 
domestic partner ordinance that 
would extend emergency leave bene¬ 
fits to city employees for illness or 
death of a partner or in a partner's 
family, a more sweeping set of bene¬ 
fits—health care privileges that would 
cover not only city workers but also 


NEWS FOCUS 


employees in the private sector—was 
temporarily put on hold over a feder¬ 
al income tax issue that may threaten 
the future of similar legislation from 
San Francisco to New York. 

Before the city council here 
began hearings in late June on bill 
107342 which would give unmarried 
same-sex and opposite-sex couples 
the same sick- and funeral-leave 
rights as married city employees, the 
Seattle human rights department in 


April ruled that the existing Seattle 
fair-employment law prohibits dis¬ 
crimination against gay or straight 
unwed cohabitants and that all city 
employers would be required to 
extend medical, dental or other bene¬ 
fits packages equally. 

The ruling stunned even this rather 
liberal ciy and sent shock-waves through 
the business community which saw it in 
bottom-line terms of tens of thousands of 
dollars in added payroll expenses, it 
would have been the first time that any 
municipalty required private sector busi¬ 
nesses to extend health insurance benefit 
to employee^ domestic partners. 

But before the city council could 
determine whether to uphold the rul¬ 
ing or not, a bigger monkey wrench 
was thrown into the entire domestic 
partner works nationwide by the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

The unexpected twist came from 
part of the 1986 congressional over¬ 
haul of the federal tax code that is 
scheduled to go Into effect on Octo¬ 
ber 1. One section of 
the revised IRS code 
requires that employ¬ 
er health and benefit 
plans apply equally 
to workers at all lev¬ 
els, and was intended 
to prevent companies 
from giving special, 
non-taxable benefits 
that are not available 
to other workers to 
executives. 

IRS & Doomsday 

But part of this 
revised code also 
requires that employ- 
era — including 
municipal, county 


and state governments—prove their 
benefits packages extend only to 
workers' spouses and legal depen¬ 
dents. Failure to meet this new IRS 
requirement brings not only a penalty 
federal tax on the benefits of the indi¬ 
vidual worker, but also on the 
employer's entire ux-exempt pro¬ 
gram. A so-called ‘doomsday clause* 
in the new tax code would require 
that health insurance benefits apply to 
individuals who qualify by IRS defini¬ 
tions of spouse or dependent. If ben¬ 
efits are extended to others, like 
domestic partners, the employer's 
entire benefits package for all 
employees could be taxed. 

An IRS official In Washington, 
D.C., said, *1 don't think anyone 
thought about domestic partners 
when Congress passed the law. It 
means hundreds of thousands, per¬ 
haps millions, of dollars in taxable 
income that IRS would collect from 
employees. No one knows how much 
flexibility we might have on domestic 
partners benefits.* 

Businesses—and now cities with 
domestic partners laws cither In effect 
or in the works—have joined in 
protesting the complexities and 
expense of complying with the proof 
of relationship requirement in the 
new code. San Francisco IRS 
spokesman Larry Wright said, *It'$ 
going to be an enforcement problem. 
The IRS will have to police every 
employee to make sure every depen¬ 
dent is a legal dependent.* 

Seattle city benefits manager Sally 
Fox was even more blunt. *lt's all a 
big mess,* she said. *It's an entirely 
impossible part of the [new] tax regu¬ 
lations.* West Hollywood personnel 
analyst Kevin Fridlington agrees. 
•We've got our fingers crossed that 



PLEADING FOR PARTNERSHIP 

Opanly gay Washington Stats Rap Cal Anderson 

Photo: Seattle Gay News 
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There's no substitute for 
the real thing- 

Elect a Gay Activist to City Hall. 

" As President of San Francisco's 
Board of Supervisors, I’ve come to 
see first-hand the importance of 
having Lesbians and Gays in office 
representing our community. 

No matter how committed others 
are to Lesbian and Gay rights, 
-there's no substitute for the 
real thing. I urge all of you to 
vote for Dave Thylor for City 
Council in the Democratic Primary 
Tuesday, September 12 ." 

HARRY BRITT 
Openly Gay President of 
San Francisco's 
Board of Supervisors 

DAVE TAYLOR FOR CITY COUNCIL 

Dave Taylor is an openly gay candidate in the 4th Council District, 
which includes Clinton and the Upper West Side of Manhattan. 

for more information or to get involved, drop fcy our office. 

2095 Broadway (72nd). #505, NYC 10023. 
or call 212 7210064. 




TANGLING WITH THE TAX MAN Photo: Rink 

Roberta Achtanbarg of tha San Francisco Mayor's Offica 

we just won't have to deal with it. - 


West Hollywood is one of a dozen or 
so U.S. cities that either already have 
or are considering various forms of 
domestic partner laws. 

Private Sector Interest 

Aside from legislation, an increas¬ 
ing number of businesses have also 
begun showing interest in adding 
health insurance benefits for unmar¬ 
ried employees during the past few 
years. Hewitt Associates of Lin¬ 
colnshire, Illinois, recently reported 
that 10 to 20 percent of the some 
2,500 firms it advises on employee 
benefits and compensation packages 
are currently considering various part¬ 
ner benefits programs. Five years ago 
almost none were. 

But the reason for such recent 
interest in the private sector isn't nec¬ 
essarily a liberalizing trend in corpo¬ 
rate America. According to Hewitt 
Associates, about 40 percent of the 
average employee’s total compensa¬ 
tion currently comes in the form of 
non-payroll benefits while 15 years 
ago that figure was only about 35 per¬ 
cent. And for the last 20 years or so, 
American employers have increasing¬ 
ly looked to non-payroll benefits 
packages as a major way of attracting 
and keeping good workers. And as 
the general trend toward live-in, 
unmarried relationships—including 


lesbian and gay part¬ 
ners—has accelerat¬ 
ed, so too have 
unmarried gay and 
non-gay workers 
looked at the short 
end of the benefits 
stick that they see 
themselves holding. 

Even so, many 
employers have 
been rather reluctant 
to undertake such 
extended benefits 
programs. Concerns 
about the costs as 
well as reluctance 
among insurance 
companies, which 
maintain that there 
isn’t enough actuari¬ 
al data available to 
evaluate the Insurance risks that 
determine premiums, have made 
employers squeamish. *lt’s the big 
unknowns that make insurance com¬ 
panies uneasy,* said a spokesperson 
for the Health Insurance Association 
of America. Lesbian/gay-rights advo¬ 
cates claim insurance industry reluc¬ 
tance comes more from its own 
biases against homosexuals who 
might enroll, and out of cost concerns 
surrounding AIDS. 

As a result, municipal govern¬ 
ment, more responsive to political 
realities than to profit motives, have 
been in the forefront of the domestic 
partners push. But with an estimated 
2.5 million employees in the U.S. on 
city government payrolls, the threat 
posed by the new IRS code require¬ 
ments could severely limit domestic 
partners legislation in many budget¬ 
conscious cities around the country. 

City Partners Plans 

West Hollywood, which has the 
most extensive domestic partner legis¬ 
lation on the books at this point, had 
to resort to self-insurance for its part¬ 
ners health benefits beginning January 
1 of this year. All 16 insurance com¬ 
panies it approached refused to 
underwrite the city's benefits package, 
claiming they had no way of deter¬ 
mining costs for the program. 

Ironically, West Hollywood city 


-▼ 

planner David Amorcna estimates that 
the self-insurance plan has not only 
enabled the city to provide more flex¬ 
ible coverage including domestic part¬ 
ners, but has also saved West 
Hollywood an estimated $65,000 in 
insurance premiums during its first six 
months of operation. 

The recently enacted San Francis¬ 
co domestic partner law has been 
forced onto the November ballot fol¬ 
lowing a repeal move by fundamen¬ 
talists and does not, in itself, extend 
health insurance benefits to partners. 

But a set of companion resolu¬ 
tions passed unanimously by the city's 
board of supervisors establishes a task 
force to make recommendations 
about extending such health benefits 
to city workers, and another to exam¬ 
ine corporate benefits in the private 
sector. Already faced with stiff politi¬ 
cal opposition from religious funda¬ 
mentalists, some lesbian/gay rights 
activists fear the ambiguities in the 
new IRS tax code may sharply shift 
the balance of support for the new 
law in November. 

Roberta Achtenberg, who heads 
the San Francisco mayoral task force 
studying health benefits for domestic 
partners, however, believes the city's 
plans may not come under the new 
IRS code’s domain because city work¬ 
ers, rather than the city itself, would 
pay for the added coveragc. 

*They [the IRS] don’t know what 
they're talking about They will have 
to deal with what all these issues 
mean within the new tax code. What 
u« need to do is be there to influence 
how all these new regulations are 
interpreted by IRS,* she told Out Week. 

But IRS officials disagree, and say 
the new regulations apply regardless 
of who pays for the benefits. 

And in Seattle, no one is even 
willing to guess what it all means 
either to the recently-established 
domestic partner benefits, or to the 
city's human rights department's rul¬ 
ing. If the current reading of the new 
IRS code is accurate, some political 
observers believe it likely that the city 
council may also back-pedal and at 
least partly disembowel the fair- 
employment law as well. 

IRS on p«g» SI 
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Here We Go Again 

SEATTLE—The Seattle city 
council Aug. 14, passed an amend¬ 
ment to the city's personnel ordi¬ 
nance establishing a range of 
domestic partner benefits for munici¬ 
pal employees by a vote of 8 to 1. 
The Council rejected by the same 
vote a move by council president 
Sam Smith to place the new policy 
before the voters for approval. 
Mayor Charles Royer signed the leg¬ 
islation, and I is scheduled to take 
effect Sept. 16 unless a referendum 
move now underway succeeds. 

Seattle council clerk Theresa 
Dunbar said the new benefits pack¬ 
age for city workers with domestic 
partners, whether same sex or oppo¬ 
site sex, is the same one the city 
now provides spouses. 

The ordinance also expands a 
number of other cty benefits, allow¬ 
ing employees to use sick leave to 
care for a dependant child and to 
trade sick leave with other city work¬ 
ers struck by a catastrophic illness, 
and providing funeral leave policies 
for employees' domestic partners or 
parents of domestic partners. 

The ordinance, although not requir¬ 
ing a formal registration of partnerships, 
does require ciy workers tofleanaift- 
davi attesting to the relationship 

Within a week of Mayor Royer’s 
signing the bill into law, however, 
fundamentalists, led by Ilona 
Fogassy, were busy gathering signa¬ 
tures to temporarily void the mea¬ 
sure until k can be voted on by the 
electorate. Fogassy must submit 
10,921 valid signatures of registered 
voters by Sept. 15 to prevent the 
policy taking affect and put the issue 
before the voters. 

Although specific line-items of 
municipal ordinances can be 
repealed individually, the opponents 
of the policy say they want the 
entire bill deleted. 

•Any part of the policy, if left In 
place, would be a crack in the wall 
that would validate homosexual and 
immoral relationships. We don't 
want to let even a crack exist,* 
Fogassy sakl. 

—Keith Clark 


Quality, Personal Dent! 


OutWeek 

available 

on 

Manhattan 

newsstands 

every 

Tuesday 


A DIFFERENT LIGHT BOOKSTORE 

548 Hudson St., New York City 

COME MEET AND HEAR 

MIKE HIPPLER 

FRIDAY SEPT 8. 8:00 pm 
Limited Seating 

MATLOVICH 

from ALYSON PUBLICATIONS 


Gene Bagnato 

photography 

Headshots, Publicity ■ 
Photos, 

Advertisements, 

Portraits, 

Portfolios for Models & 
Bodybuilders 

(212) 222-8381 


CcnterShozos 


Cabaret's Rising Stars 


Exquisite musicianship!" 
"Wildly funny!" 

"The most exciting new 


talents in years... 


SAT, SEPT 9 at 8 PM 
SUN, SEPT 10 at 4 PM 

$10 at the door 


September 11,1989 0UTTWEEK 
























BROOKLYN — Among tha many demonstrators marching 
through the streets ot Bensonhurst on Sunday. August 77. ware 
a large contingent of lesbians and gay men, including a group 
from ACT UP. Tha marchers came to Bensonhurst to protest tha 
slaying of Yusuf Hawkins, a young Black man gunnad down 
earlier in tha weak by a group of whites on 20th Avenue, and 
'to affirm tha rights of all Blacks to free passage everywhere 
in Naw York.* according to one of the protest organizers. 

Crowds of local residents (above) poured out of thair 
homes to meat tha marchers with racial taunts. Shouts of "This 
is not Howard Beach,* and 'Free tha boys from Bensonhurst,* 
achoad through tha streets. ‘H a white guy kills a Black guy. 
it's called racism. But if Black guy kills a white guy it's called 
drugs,* said Paul Cassidy, a young whits man who said ha 
lived nearby. 

"They got streets named after Black people: One way,* 
shouted another. 

The residents, who had to bo restrained with police barri¬ 
cades. also discovered the gay men and lesbians in their 
midst 'Come over and give me a kiss, you fucking faggots.* 
one shouted. 


Photos: Ellen B Neipris 

‘Go homo* end 'Our streets* were chanted over and over 
by residents who stood on the sidewalks and leaned out of the 
windows of the two-story houses that line the street 

Tm with them* said one man as he walked on the side¬ 
walk. alongside the demonstration, referring to the civil rights 
marchers in the street. 'I think the ones from Bensonhurst 
should get out,* ho said through a distinct Italian accent 
"What difference does it make what nationality you are? It's 
the same thing in tha gay life. What you do behind closed 
doors is your own business,* ho told OutWoek. The man. who 
is gay and a resident of nearby Kensington, did not want to be 
identified. 

Other Bensonhurst residents who said they supported the 
demonstration also refused to give their names. 

Police fell the potential for a riot to be so great that they 
positioned sharpshooters on the rooftops along 20lh Avenue 
and demonstrators, including several prominent Black 
ministers from across the city, (above right) ware escorted 
back to the nearby subway station by over 50 motorcycle cops, 
where they were met by a legion of transit police. 

—AndnwMill&r 
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ENDORSED BY ALL THREE 
LESBIAN AND GAY DEMOCRATIC CLUBS 
Gay and Lesbian Independent Democrats 
Lambda Independent Democrats 
Stoneuxdl Democratic Club 

In the Democratic Primary 
on Sept. 12th 

LIZ 

Holtznm 



For COMPTROLLER 


"As Comptroller I will fight to safeguard the civil rights of lesbians and gays. As 
chief fiscal officer for New York, I will fight to see that every tax dollar appropriated 
for AIDS education, research and treatment reaches those in need, and that the 
city's anti-discrimination programs are effectively implemented. m 


A Comptroller Lesbians and Gays Can Count On 


• sponsored the first federal lesbian and gay civil 
rights bill. 

• testified and lobbied for New York City* first gay 
rights legislation. 

• was the only District Attorney in the country to urge 
the U S. Supreme Court to uphold Roe v. Wade in 
the Webster case 

• opposes aH mandatory HIV antibody testing. 

• will fight for housing for people with AIDS. 


instituted bereavement leave for lesbians and gays in 
the District Attorney's office and hired openly gay 
staff. 

supports domestic partnership rights, 
supports parental rights for lesbians and gays in 
adoption and foster care. 

developed a training program for Assistant District 
Attorneys on anti-gay and anti-lesbian violence, 
sponsored laws in Congress which extended the 
ratification deadline of the Equal Rights Amendment 
and protected the privacy of rape victims. 


I want to help elect Liz Holtzman Comptroller. 
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Paid tor by the Committee to Elect Liz Holtzman. 


To Volunteer For The Campaign or For More Information. Contact 

The Committee to Fleet LIZ HOLTZMAN 

99 Hudson Street. 8th Floor. NY. NY 10013 (212) 925-5541 







Out Takes 

Times for 
Tom 

NEW YORK — The New York 
Times endorsed Tom Duane in his 
race against Incumbent City Council- 
woman Carol Greitzer in a Friday, 
September 1 editorial. It was the first 
lime in history that the Times 
endorsed an openly gay candidate, 
according to Duane campaign manag¬ 
er Lisa Parrish. 



Tom Duane Photo: Jerry Casdano 

'Carol Greitzer has made many 
contributions in 20 years on the 
Council, but lately her effectiveness 
has been limited. Tom Duane could 
bring the district more energetic lead¬ 
ership, and we support him,' said the 
editorial, which described Duane as 
"a stockbroker and a leader in the gay 
community.* 

Duane is running for city council 
in Manhattan’s Third District, which 
includes the Village and Chelsea, as 
well as Gramercy Park and other East 
Side neighborhoods. 

'I'm thrilled to be the first opcly 
gay candidate to be endorsed by The 
New York Times’ Duane told Out- 
Week. Duane said that he was quite 
surprised. 'Everyone’s reaction has 
been, ‘Congratualations. I’m 
shocked,” he said. 

Parrish used the opportunity to 
optimistically announce Duane’s vic¬ 


tory party, which will be on Election 
Day, Tuesday, September 12, after the 
polls col sc at 9 pm. It will be held at 
Francisco’s, a restaurant on West 23rd 
St. between 6th and 7th Streets. All 
are welcome. — Andrew Miller 


Deja vu? 

WASHINGTON—In a speech pre¬ 
pared for the Conference on AIDS in 
Puerto Rico and Among the Puerto 
Rican Population on the Mainland on 
August 28, New York City Health 
Commissioner Stephen Joseph once 
again set forth his personal prefer¬ 
ences for eliminating anonymous HIV 
testing in New York Gty, and requir¬ 
ing the names of people who are HIV 
positive to be reported to the munici¬ 
pal government. 

Earlier this summer, a similar 
announcement by Joseph at the Fifth 
International Conference on AIDS in 
Montreal brought instant denounce¬ 
ments from nearly every AIDS organi¬ 
zation in New York City, and forced 
Mayor Edward Koch to convene a 
special meeting of AIDS advocates at 
Grade Mansion, at which Joseph 
backed down from his plan. 

En route to the recent conference 
in Washington, Joseph was detained 
by an office emergency, and the 



Dr. Staphan Josaph Photo: T l. Litt 


speech was delivered by Gloria 
Rodriguez, an AIDS project director 
for the New Jersey state health 
department. 

Moving from his experiences in 
dealing with AIDS as New York City's 
health commissioner to the availability 
of new treatment options, the text of 
Joseph’s remarks called for an 
increase in funding for health care 
services, including treatments. 

It continued, 'Medically confi¬ 
dential pre- and post-test counseling 
and testing should continue as the 
cornerstone of AIDS policy, but 
should become routine in high preva¬ 
lence areas in every clinical setting so 
that HIV-infected people can be iden¬ 
tified and their treatment begun as 
early as possible. Anonymous coun¬ 
seling and testing should be pre¬ 
served as an option for those who 
will not accept testing any other way. 

'Within a confidential public 
health framework, I personally 
believe we should also see mandatory 
reporting of people who are infected 
with HIV. Doctors should be required 
to report the names of their HIV- 
infected patients to their local public 
health authority, as is required with 
tuberculosis.* —Andrew MUUr 

“A cure for 
AIDS” 

BROOKLYN — Residents of the 
Midwood section of Brooklyn have 
encountered homophobia in a new 
form this summer. Leaflets entitled 'A 
Cure for AIDS* have been placed 
under the windshield wipers of cars 
along Ocean Avenue near Avenues M 
and N, and elsewhere in the neigh¬ 
borhood. 

The leaflets state that 'AIDS is 
caused by gays and gays alone. By 
encouraging or protecting the gays 
we are committing suicide. Gay rights 
and gay parades will cause the death 
loll to rise. There is no cure other 
than to stop the gays. Homosexuality 
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must be outlawed, or else death will 
spread like wildfire. Take action now. 
It is already too late.* 

The unsigned leaflets come com¬ 
plete with an exortatlon to copy and 
distribute them elsewhere. 

The area is represented in the City 
Councl by the notoriously homopho¬ 
bic Noach Dear, whose virulent oppo¬ 
sition to the city's lesbian and gay 
rights bill is still talked about by gay 
and lesbian residents of his district 
Some area residents say they sus¬ 
pect that one of the local Hasidic 
organizations is behind the leafleting 
effort 

Jerry Milstein, a Dear campaign 
aide, told OutWetk that It would not 
be appropriate for such literature to 
come out of anyone's political office, 
and that the flyer had no connect ion 
with Dear's campaign. *!t has nothing 
to do with us, and there is no need 
for us to comment on it,* he said. 

— Andrew Miller 


True or 
false 


SAN FRANCISCO—The district 
attorney's office here has decided not 
to pursue charges against former 
Metropolitan Community Church min¬ 
ister Lynn Griffis for filing a false 
police report in connection with an 
alleged assault against her in July, 
essentially bringing to an official dose 
the confusing and contradictory story. 

'Although there is probably 
cause to believe that the complainant 
(Griffis) did in fact mislead the police,* 
Jerry Benson of the district attorney's 
office wrote in a letter to the police 
department, *it is not believed 
that... the evidence com pell ingly estab¬ 
lishes her guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt.’ 

Griffis, who had been with 
MCC/SF for about a year before being 
appointed to head the church's AIDS 
ministry in June of this year, claimed 
she had been briefly abducted July 27 
by two men she described as "skin¬ 
heads.* Griffis said the two beat her 
and cut a cross into her chest because 
of her work with people with AIDS. 
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Out Takes 



Rav. Lynn Griffis 

Photo Barba/a J. Maggiani 


Two weeks before ihc alleged assault, 
Griffis had reported an earlier assault 
in her home. 

When police and community 
leaders confronted Griffis with ■incon¬ 
sistencies* in her account of the sec¬ 
ond assault, she changed her story 
and claimed she had also been raped 
during the abduction Police, howev¬ 
er, found her revised account also 
inconsistent with the evidence, and 
said the medical examiner's report 
indicated the cuts to her chest may 
have been self-inflicted. 

Griffis abruptly resigned from MCC 
and left town to return to her parents' 
home in Nebraska, later she contacted 
police and asked that her complaint be 
withdrawn. —Keith dark 

INS: Get out 
and stay out 

MINNEAPOLIS — Yong Sook 
Bonsma, a Korean lesbian from the 
Netherlands, was detained by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Ser¬ 
vice (INS) here on Monday, August 
28. Bonsma was cn route to the Asian 
Pacific Lesbian Network's (APLN) first 
national retreat at the University of 
California at Santa Cruz. Rather than 
face an INS hearing, she returned to 


Amsterdam. 

To Schotigcn, the INS' northern 
region district director, said Bonsma 
was detained because she entered the 
country as an * intended immigrant.’ 
According to Schotigen, INS officials 
discovered documents in Bosnma's 
possession which indicated that she 
was seeking employment in the U.S. 
Bonsma was traveling on a visitor’s 
visa, which prohibits employment- 
related activity. 

The search which revealed the 
allegedly incriminating documents 
was initiated because Bonsma's return 
ticket date was open-ended, and not 
because of her destination, according 
to INS officials. Both Bonsma and 
APLN spokesperson Julie Portraz 
declined to make any statement. 

■Flying between Amsterdam and 
Minneapolis for gay people is proba¬ 
bly not a good idea,* said one Capitol 
Hill insider conversant with immigra¬ 
tion policy. 

But Ann DeGrool, director of the 
Minneapolis-based Gay and Lesbian 
Community Action Council said she 
was deeply disturbed by the IN'S’ 
detention of Bonsma, who is the 
fourth gay Dutch national in six 
months to be detained by the Min¬ 
neapolis INS. 

INS's 'intended immigrant* provi¬ 
sion is the moat common reason travel¬ 
ers arc not permitted to enter the US. 

— David Anger 


Pat Parker 
remembered 

WASHINGTON—To honor the 
life and work of Black lesbian poet 
Pal Parker, Black Women Together 
will sponsor a memorial poetry read¬ 
ing on September 10th at 4 p.m. at 
Howard University's Blackburn Cen¬ 
ter, 6th St. and Howard Place NW, 
Washington DC. 

Parker, author of numerous books 
of poetry, including Jonestown and 
Other Madness, was also the former 


▼, 



Pat Parker Photo: Marilyn Humphries 

director of the Oakland Women's Fem¬ 
inist Health Center, one of the coun¬ 
try's first women’s abortion clinics. 

The reading will include area 
poets, friends and literary peers read¬ 
ing and giving a chronology of her 
life. Featured speakers will include 
Nancy Bercano, Elizabeth D'Alcssio, 
Essex Hemphill and Ivy Young. 

Parker died of cancer June 17lh 
in Oakland, California. She was 45. 

—Andrew MUier 


Shit 

happens 

NEW YORK — The U.S. Secret 
Service paid a visit to ACT UP's 
workspace at 2:15 Wednesday, August 
30, looking for the person or persons 
rcpsonsiblc for mailing a box of 
human excrement to the White House. 

Special Agent Greg A. Dickey 
along with a partner, told Lei Chou 
and Garancc Franke-Ruta, two ACT 
UP members who were at the 
workspace at the time, that a package 
had been sent to President George 
Bush by a man named Steven Hsu 
from *AIDS of America Ltd.* The 
agent was looking for the organiza¬ 
tion at 349 West I5ih St., an address 
that does not exist, but that would be 
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Hi 


IT'S TIME. 

It's time to turn the tide 
on indifference and 
neglect. 

It's time to elect a new 
Mayor who will fight our 
community. 

It's time for David Dinkins 
to be in City Hall—a 
caring, compassionate 
leader who will work with 
us to end discrimination, 
injustice and undue suffer¬ 
ing for people with AIDS. 


SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR DINKINS! 
COME TO A LESBIAN AND CAY RALLY 
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Speeches, music, comedy and 
the next Mayor of New York: David Dinkins ! 

FIGHT FOR JUSTICE! 

FIGHT FOR AIDS FUNDING! 

FIGHT FOR OURSELVES! 

VOTE FOR DAVID DINKINS IN THE 
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 12 


PRIMARY DAY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Take the dav off and come out to help the Dinkins campaign! Let s 
have a large lesbian and gay presence on the street, to show the 
world we support Dinkins because he supports us. To sign up. please 
call campaign headquarters at (212) 977-8989, or stop by at 300 
West 43rd Street. 6th Floor. 








Out Takes 


on the same block as the workspace, 
which is located at 76 9th Avenue, at 
the corner of Wfcst 15th St. Dickey 
would not say what was in the pack¬ 
age. but Ruta said that a form Dickey 
was carrying said *a box of human 
excrement.* 

According to Ruta, Dickey asked 
'Don't you think that it's a coinci¬ 
dence that there are two AIDS organi¬ 
zations on the same block?* He 
reportedly questioned Ruta for less 
than ten minutes before leaving. Nei¬ 
ther Ruta nor Chou have ever heard 
of Steven Hsu or AIDS of America 
ltd. 'It sounds like something the FBI 
would do to try to incriminate ACT 
UP,* Ruta said. 

Reached at the New York City 
office of the U.S. Secret Service, Dick¬ 
ey told OulWeek that his interest in 
ACT UP was only a spontaneous 
coincidence. There’s no investigation 
into ACT UP whatsoever. I wouldn’t 
have known that the organization 
even existed if I hadn’t gone upstairs. 
We're not out hassle them. We’re 
looking for one particular indvidual.* 

While he would not confirm the 
contents of the box, he described 
them as "not very pleasant.* The 
investigation is still open and ongo¬ 
ing. according to Dickey. 

— Andrew Miller 


AIDS 

behind bars 

LOS ANGELES — Alleging dis¬ 
crimination against women with 
AIDS, the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Southern California filed suit 
in U.S. District Court August 29 
against the California Department of 
Corrections (CDC) and the California 
Institution for Women (CIW), 

The lawsuit was brought on behalf 
of six women inmates at QW who arc 
HIV positive. They are being segregat¬ 
ed in an AIDS Isolation Unit which is 
maintained exclusively for inmates who 
arc HIV positive or have AIDS 


The complaint charges that the 
women jailed in these facilities suffer 
from inadequate medical and psychi¬ 
atric care, inhuman conditions of con¬ 
finement, discrimination, and 
unlawful exclusion from programs 
and services within the prison. 

Rebecca Jurado, an ACLU attor¬ 
ney, said the lawsuit would *sct a 
human and constitutional standard for 
the treatment of people with HIV 
infection throughout society.* 

The AIDS Isolation Unit has 16 
beds in four double-celled rooms and a 
dormitory with four double bunk beds. 
The women have access to one toilet, 
one shower and one tub. There is no 
dining area, and the women are forced 
to cal their meals while silling on their 
beds. In the summer, temperatures in 
the unit regularly reach 100 degrees. 

At least one inmate said that she 
was unable to obtain a refill for pre¬ 
scription medicine for ten days after 
she ran out. —Sandy Dwyer 


Give it up 

LOS ANGELES — Al the request of 
Jon Davidson, staff attorney for the 
American Civil Liberties Union of South¬ 
ern California, the Los Angeles County 
Counsel’s office has agreed to make 
available cctuin record of the Sheriff's 
Department relating to ACT UP/LA and 
individuals known to be members or 
supporters of the organization. 

The documents being released 
include: five video tapes, 135 black 
and white photographs, 302 color 
photographs, a 168 page file with a 
two page index and other documents. 

The records had been formally 
requested by the ACLU on July 26 
under the California Public Records 
Ad. the request was the result of alle¬ 
gations made by ACT UP members 
that the Sheriff's Department was 
harassing them and the organization 
in an attempt to intimidate and 
silence them. ACT UP has recently 
been critical of the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors' response to the AIDS crisis 


The Sheriff's Department said 
that their surveillance of ACT UP 
members was part of its investigation 
into the AIDS graffiti vandalism on 
county property last Spring. 

In July, three men, all members 
of ACT UP, were charged with spray 
painting slogans on county buildings, 
including the health department head¬ 
quarters. All three entered not guilty 
pleas; their cases are still pending. 

The ACLLTs Davidson said that the 
sheer volume of the records released 
indicated that the Sheriffs Department 
•put a lot of lime and energy into this.* 
The documents will be scrutinized to 
determine whether there are legal 
grounds for a suit against the Sheriffs 
Office. — Sandy Dwyer 


Burb up 

WESTBURY, New York — Artsy 
movies regularly open in New York 
City's suburbs six months after they 
play in Manhattan, and it takes a 
while for the latest East Village hair¬ 
dos and donts to fiker out to points 
further east than Avenue G 

So when Long Island ACT UP 
was born five weeks ago in a base¬ 
ment apartment in Nassau County, it 
was not only a welcome addition to 
the world of AIDS activism, but a 
more or less timely one as well. 

The twenty-member group, 
which is meeting in a Wcstbury store¬ 
front while it looks for more perma¬ 
nent digs, is off and running, spray 
painting now-familiar logos at the 
intersection of Glen Cove Road and 
Jericho Turnpike, and planning its 
first demo, at an abandoned hospital 
in Freeport, to alert officials that 
'there is a place for people with 
AIDS, if Nassau County would get off 
its ass,* according to Ted Oncto, the 
group's spokesperson. 

The protest, planned for 1 pm on 
September 16 at Lydia Hall on West 
Merrick Road, will attempt to drama¬ 
tize the unnecessary lack of non-acute 
care facilities in Nassau for Long 
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Dr. Charles Franchinoy^d 
30 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10011 
212.673.4331 


Island's over 1,000 people with AIDS, 
according to Long Island ACT UP. 

For more information, Orvcto can 
be contacted at 516-338-4662, or write 
PO. Box 514. West bury, NY 11590. 

— Andrew Miller 


office hours by appointment 


CHICAGO — A Saturday night 
anti-racism demonstration on Halsted 
Street, the center of Chicago's gay 
neighborhood, saw ACT UP Chicago 
direct its anger on August 19. 


COME TO THE BEACH THIS SUMMER. 


STAY ALL YEAR 


FULLY RENOVATED APARTMENTS. 


ACT UP/Chicago Photo: Rex Wockner 

Activists charged that some of the 
15 bars on the Halsted strip periodical¬ 
ly require several photo IDs from 
Blacks, but rarely card non-Black 
patrons. A few members of Black and 
White Men Together joined the protest. 

The video bar and dance club 
Christopher Street was singled out by 
demonstrators, who charged that the 
bar limits the number of Black men 
who can be inside at any given time, 
and allegedly demands multiple IDs 
of Blacks who try to enter alone or in 
an all-Black group. 

But Christopher Street manager 
Ben Pohn told reporters that he was 
completely baffled. There is no truth 


IN THE ART DECO DISTRICT 


OR THE BEST IN AFFORDABLE SECOND HOMES. 


1520 Euclid Avenue 


VINTAGE 

PROPERTIES 


September II, 1989 0UTVWEEK 71 







Out Takes 


whatsoever to the allegations of quo¬ 
tas and that sort of thing,’ Pohn said. 
"We are here for the whole communi¬ 
ty. We even get straight people.’ 

Across the street, however, at 
Rick's Retreat, Black men observing 
the protest said they, too, had been 
carded at Christopher Street 

Their protest ended peacefully, 
and there were no reported arrests 

— Rex Wockner 


Silence=Mort 


PARIS—When the French Parlia¬ 
ment begins its new session October 
4, members of parliament will experi¬ 
ence yet another bizarre American 
importation into French culture. 

Weirder than Pac Man. Stranger 


than Madonna. More foreign than the 
Big Mac. 

The Parliament will be zapped by 
the brand-new ACT UP/Paris. 

’All the TV crews and newspa¬ 
pers will be there,* promised ACT 
UP/Paris founder Didicr Lestrade. 
’Well do civil disobedience in front 
of Parliament. That has never been 
done before. Gay people and the left- 
wing community in general here just 
don't go into the streets.* 

The French government's funda¬ 
mental sin, according to Lestrade, is a 
failure to provide education on pre¬ 
venting HIV transmission. 

’We have the highest percentage 
of AIDS cases and HIV-positives in 
Europe, but the lowest-key education 
programs,* Lestrade said. ’It comes 
from a government that is more con¬ 
cerned with preventing discrimination 
against gays. It believes that if AIDS 


becomes a major issues, discrimina¬ 
tion will increase.* 

France's four television AIDS 
education campaigns, including one 
targeting gay men, have been criti¬ 
cized as ineffectual. 

Condom sales increased for 
about two months following each TV 
blitz but then returned to pre-cam¬ 
paign levels, according to Lestrade. ’ll 
shows that people arent having safe 
sex all the time,’ Lestrade said. 

ACT UP members also intend to 
fight for AIDS education in France's 
African and Arab communities. *We 
need campaigns in their languages; 
but nobody has even talked about 
this,’ Lestrade said. ’Soon, like in 
America, AIDS is going to become a 
racial problem.’ 

ACT UP's first action was a brief 
die-in during the June 24 gay pride 
parade. —Rtx Wockner 



NEW YORK — Billing themselves as *A Dignified Walk by the God-Fearing Paopla Against Hemossxuality Which 
Destroys Human Life,* about 30 members from tha Abdul Muhsi Khalifah Masjid. a Moslem mosque in Bedford- 
Stuyvasant marched across the Brooklyn Bridge to City Hall on Thursday, August 24. According to a Newsday story by 
Brooklyn reporter Marla English, one demonstrator carried a placard reading: ’Homosexuals are not gay. Gay means 
happy. How can one bo happy disobeying tha words of God.’ Imam-Zakee Abdui-Hameed, the group's religious leader 
said tha march ended at City Hall because "we would like Mayor Koch to make a statement about the harm that homo¬ 
sexuality causes in the society at large," according to Newsday. Koch has not answered the group s letters. 

— Andrew Miller Photo: Andrew Lichtenstein 
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Oh no you 
don’t 


SAN FRANCISCO — Superior 
Court Judge Ira Brown dismissed 
without comment August 18 a petition 
filed by lesbian couple Cindy Bologna 
and Sydney Erskine that sought to 
legally hall a repeal vote aimed at the 
city's recently passed domestic part¬ 
ners law. 

The Brown rejection of the peti¬ 
tion did not surprise legal experts, 
who generally agree that California 
courts prefer to place such contested 
legislation before the voters, rather 
than embroil the courts in lengthy 
legal fights over question of what can 
or cannot be on the ballot. 

The petition grew out of a repeal 
move led by the Reverend Charles 
Mdlhenny, pastor of the First Ortho¬ 
dox Presbyterian Church here. Mdl- 
henny and others aimed at nullifying 
the city's domestic partners ordinance, 
which was passed unanimously by 
the Board of Supervisors in May. The 
ordiance would permit unmarried het¬ 
erosexual and homosexual couples to 
register their relationships with the 
county clerk for a $35 fee, similar to a 
marriage registration. Erskine and 
Bologna alleged wrongdoing and 
deceptive tactics on the part of the 
repeal activists. 

The domestic partners repeal 
measure, now labeled Proposition S, 
will go before voters in November, if 
there arc no further court challenges. 

— JC eUb dark 


Mazel tov... 


CHICAGO—Gathering steam to 
continue the battle against homopho¬ 
bia in the Jewish community, 300 gay 
and lesbian Jews from 26 U.S. states, 
Canada, England and seven other 
nations conferenced Aug. 25-27 at 
Chicago's Hyatt Regency Hotel for the 
Sm OUT TAXES os pap S* 


WE WORK WITH 
QUEENS 

and Brooklyn, Manhattan, and even Boston! 


WE DO use computers to pre screen your listings tor you. update listings daily. 
personally meet each and every applicant, and give referrals to both people seek 
ing shared housing and people with housing to share. 

It you've been disappointed in other gay referral agencies, give us a call or slop by. 
We think you'll be pleased. 
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RESTAURANT 

First Avenue between 49th & 50th Streets 
883 FIRST AVENUE. NEW YORK CITY. N Y 
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With Two Dinners 
Courtesy bottle of red wine — Sake Salentino Riserva ”82 

Special Pizza from our Woodbuming oven 
Your host Sal Acquista 

165 Eighth Avenue. New York. N Y 10011 Tel: 212 989 2330 
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Photo: Andrew Lichtenstein 


NEW YORK — Openly gay City Council candidate Dave Taylor hat been pounding the 
pavement of his West Side district for the past few months, lending a personal touch to 
the tough, eight-way primary race he faces next Tuesday. 

1 think I'm the first and only candidate in the district to go door-to-door with my 
campaign and its message,* Taylor told /slrdjty adding that he had knocked on some 
ZOOO doors in the area. 

*1 don't just do subway stops and supermarkets. I want to meet the people in this 
district and discuss the issues with them personally. The reaction has been fabulous.* 
he seid, noting that he had not 'encountered even one incidence of homophobia* 
while on the trail. 

Taylor’s formula for victory includes attempting to unite the large lesbian and gay 
presence on the Upper West Side and in Clinton and Halls Kitchen with the equally 
large number of Black and Latino voters. *1 speak to the issues of both lesbians and 
gays, and Blacks and Hispanics: AIDS, drug abuse, housing, and discrimination,* 
Taylor said. 

He will have *a couple of hundred volunteers* on the street on Primary Day, 
September 12. but said that he faces a hard fight, and would welcome more help. To 
volunteer, call the Dave Taylor Headquarters at (212) 721-0064. Taylor is running Man¬ 
hattan's fourth council district for the seat being vacated by Councilwoman Ruth 
Messinger. The district runs from West 100th Street to West 29th Street, from the Hud¬ 
son River east to Central Park West and Eighth Avenue. — David Kirby 


Corrections 

In a recent article about the 
Gay Men's Health Crisis, (Issue No. 
10, August 28), Rona Affoumado is 
named the founder of the Commu¬ 
nity Health Project. The group was 
actually formed in 1983 as the result 
of a merger of the St. Marks Com¬ 
munity Clinic and the Gay Men's 
Health Project. Affoumado is CHP's 
executive director, as the article also 
slated 

The location for last week's 
cover photo (Wigstock 89. issue 11) 
was provided by Tom Stempflcy. 
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Political Science 

Human Sacrifice 


by Mark Harrington 


“I believe the great fantasy is 
the Idea of a social body consti¬ 
tuted by tbe universality of 
wills. The phenomenon of tbe 
social body is tbe effect not of a 
consensus but of tbe materiali¬ 
ty of power operating on tbe 
very bodies of individuals. ‘ 

—Michel Foucault, 
"Body/Power,’ 1975 

S ome of America’s most 
renowned university hospi¬ 
tals are bastions of human 
sacrifice. Each day, your tax dollars 
fund Principal Investigators (Pis) 
who function as priests 
in a medical orthodoxy 
that sanctions the killing 
of hundreds of humans 
every year in an arcane, 
anachronistic ritual 
known as the 'placcbo- 
controlled clinical trial.” 

Before EDA high 
priests of this cruel reli¬ 
gion can sanctify a new 
treatment as 'effective,” 
they must be placated 
with a ritual offering—a pile of bod¬ 
ies cremated into a mass of data The 
bodies arc those of placebo receivers 
who died in dinical trials because 
they didn't get a drug which could 
I rave saved their lives. 

Dogma holds that a few must 
die now to prove a drug works, 
saving many more in the future. 
Thousands arc sacrificed for the 
sake of that vague, collective entity 
called 'posterity." People who have 
a disease now arc worth less than 
those who don’t. This mad logic 
continues to disfigure American 
AIDS research. 

Placebos—inert substances 


identical in appearance and mode 
of administration to the drug being 
tested—aren’t always bad. If you 
wanted to test a new headache 
drug, m Z," it might be easier to com¬ 
pare ”Z” to a placebo than to as¬ 
pirin. If *Z” were active against 
headaches, it would be easier to 
measure its difference versus place¬ 
bo than to measure its equivalence 
to aspirin. No one would die if they 
were on the placebo arm and got a 
headache. 

With life-threatening diseases, 
it’s a different story. Treatments do 
not reach Phase II efficacy 
trials—when placebos arc first 
used—without showing substantial 
safety and strong indications of ac¬ 


tivity. The new drug has already 
been tested in the lab, in animals, 
and in Phase I trials in humans. If 
there is no approved treatment for 
the condition in question, it is more 
ethical to give people with the dis¬ 
ease an experimental treatment 
rather than no treatment. 

The medical establishment has 
a mania for testing the same drug 
on different populations, even after 
it’s known to be effective in one 
group. For example, the FDA re¬ 
cently approved DHPG to treat cy¬ 
tomegalovirus (CMV) retinitis—a 
viral infection in the eyes. Yet, in 
AIDS, CMV can be disseminated all 


over the body. One of the most se¬ 
rious infections, CMV colitis, occurs 
in the intestine, causing wasting and 
diarrhea. DHPG is administered in¬ 
travenously, so it goes all over the 
body. But if you have CMV colitis, 
you can only get the drug paid for 
by insurance or Medicaid if you 
have it in your eye. A separate, 
placebo-controlled trial will be con¬ 
ducted in people with CMV colitis. 

Dr. Margaret Fischl of the 
University of Miami is the doyenne 
of placebo-controlled studies in 
AIDS. She co-authored the Phase II 
study of AZT in which 19 placebo 
takers died, vs. only one on AZT. 
Some physicians feel this was be¬ 
cause doctors knew which patients 
were getting AZT and 
gave them better treat¬ 
ment. 

More recently, Dr. 
Fischl published a study 
of Bactrim for PCP pro¬ 
phylaxis. Bactrim 
(trimethoprim-sul- 
famcthoxazole, 
TMP/SMX or Septra) is 
an approved antibiotic. It 
is an inexpensive pill, 
easy to take Since it is 
sulfa-based, about half of PWAs de¬ 
velop allergic rashes and stop tak¬ 
ing it. Papers from as long ago as 
1977 document Bactrim’s ability to 
prevent PCP in immunosuppressed 
children. The index study was con¬ 
ducted by pediatrician Walter T. 
Hughes at St. Jude's Hospital in 
Memphis. He gave Bactrim to chil¬ 
dren with leukemia who were im¬ 
munosuppressed because of 
chemotherapy. Bactrim was 100 
percent effective in preventing PCP 
in these children. 

Many AIDS doctors refused to 
heed these results. The drug had 
sm human sacrifice. s*g« n 
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Sandor Katz Commentary 


GMHC: Undermining Its Own Credibility 


G ay Men's Health Crisis 
(GMHC) recently announced 
an ad campaign to encourage 
HIV antibody testing, and many AIDS 
service providers and activists are upset 
about it. The controversy ultimately has 
very little to do wth the pros and cons 
of HIV testing The real issue is priori¬ 
ties, and how an organization like 
GMHC is using is credibility 

The stated rationale for the 
GMHC profiting ad campaign, ac¬ 
cording to the press release, is to 
"bring people at risk of HiV infection 
into the health care system." 

But so far as I can tell, that 
"health care system* Is in such bad 
shape that it cant han¬ 
dle existing demands, 
never mind a deluge 
of newly-identified 
HIV-infected individu¬ 
als seeking care. The 
"health care crisis" in 
New York is not a 
rhetorical excess on 
the part of AIDS ac¬ 
tivists. The crisis is that 
despite the fact that 
AIDS is becoming an 
Increasingly treatable 
condition, treatment is 
largely Inaccessible. 

Two health care professionals I 
know did an informal study last 
week. They called the GMHC hotline 
for testing advice. They said they 
wanted treatment information before 
they made the decision to get tested. 
A number of different counselors 
told them not to worry about treat¬ 
ment until after they were tested. 
One man identified himself as some¬ 
one with no insurance but a job, and 
hence not eligible for Medicaid He 
was told, "Maybe you’re one of those 
people who falls through the 
cracks," and was advised to get test¬ 
ed anyway. 

If many more people decide to 


get tested, what then’ Since GMHCs 
announcement, the number of calls 
to the Department of Health hotline, 
which makes appointments for the 
city’s HIV testing sites, has skyrock¬ 
eted. The day it hit the news, only 
three staffers were on the phones. I 
know it took me many days to get 
through when I tried to schedule an 
appointment several months ago. 
This is the first barrier of many. 

The bigger question, of course, is 
what happens after people test posi¬ 
tive? From what I hear GMHC itself is 
backlogged in its client services. And 
treatment? There is already such a 
shortage of primary medical care (hat 


the cky says H is setting up T-cell test¬ 
ing and pentamidine centers to han¬ 
dle the most universal HIV monitor¬ 
ing and treatment needs. “But what 
are they going to say when someone 
walks in with chronic diarrhea?" asks 
Rona Affoumado, who runs the 
Community Health Project Anyone 
who tests HIV antibody positive 
needs to have regular access to medi¬ 
cal care and not just to stopgap treat¬ 
ment for the most common problems. 

GMHC recognizes this. In a June 
20. 1989 letter, GMHC pointed out to 
Mayor Koch Hie New York City AIDS 
Task Force says 900,000 HIV-rclatcd 
physician visits are needed this year, but 


the two HIV primary care centers cant 
handle more than 4,000 such visis." 

These numbers are staggering. 
How can GMHC recognize so dearly 
the vast gulf between the existing 
demand for treatment and what is 
available, and still use its resources 
to put out a call for testing to feed 
people into treatment services, 
which it knows aren't there? GMHCs 
ads only perpetuate the myth that 
the health care system is functional, 
and reinforce the government’s one¬ 
sided AIDS agenda 

The same week as the GMHC 
HIV testing press conference, the U.S. 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Louis Sullivan, 
announced that the fed¬ 
eral government would 
be funding widespread 
HIV antibody testing, 
but not treatment pro¬ 
grams. And of course 
the coverage of GMHCs 
testing position gave 
city Health Com¬ 
missioner Stephen 
Joseph an opportunity 
to advance his danger¬ 
ous agenda of contact- 
tracing. 

Is GMHC’s job real¬ 
ly to echo the ass-backwards ap¬ 
proach to AIDS which the govern¬ 
ment has taken? To use its credibility 
to promote HiV antibody testing in 
such a public way and then limit its 
attacks on the lack of treatment ac¬ 
cess to behind-the-scenes lobbying is 
irresponsible. 

This is not an anti-testing dia¬ 
tribe. Of course any HIV-infected in¬ 
dividual is better-equipped to make 
health care decisions knowing his or 
her HIV status. We can only hope 
that as more people test HIV anti¬ 
body positive, they loudly demand 
access to health care. And perhaps 
U» GMHC on pap 70 
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Koch's 

Foil 

from 

Groce 



The Erosion of A Mayor's Lesbian and Goy Support 


by Sondor Kotz 


These days, whenever Ed Koch 
appears ai public events with predomi¬ 
nantly lesbian and gay spectators, he 
gels booed and heckled. His planned 
speech was drowned out—and he was 
driven from the stage—at last June's 
ceremony dedicating Stonewall Place. 
He was jeered as he marched in this 
year's Gay Pride Parade. At a candi¬ 
dates' forum at the Lesbian and Gay 
Community Center, a woman rose and 
told him he should be ashamed of 
himself; she was backed by raucous 
applause. Koch didn't even bother 
showing up for the Gay Men's Health 
Crisis candidates' forum on AIDS issues 
a few weeks later. 

Of course the current dimatc was 
not always the ease. Koch enjoyed the 
strong support of our community when 
he was first elected mayor in 1977. And 
he made headlines on his first day in 
office by banning anti-gay discrimina¬ 
tion by city agencies. But hb populari¬ 


ty among lesbians and gays has eroded 
since those early, hopeful days of his 
administration. Today, a large segment 
of our community considers Koch an 
enemy. 

Koch is now running for an 
unprecedented fourth term as mayor. 
Most visible lesbian and gay activists 
are oposing Koch in favor of David 
Dinkins. As the election approaches, 
the question arises: Why have so many 
of us turned against him? 

"For many of the same reasons 
that his popularity has decreased in 
general." says openly gay City Council 
candidate Tom Duane, echoing the 
sentiments of many of those inter¬ 
viewed. But our community's disillu¬ 
sionment with the mayor has been 
vastly intensified by the AIDS crisis. 
Our fair city is the center of the epi¬ 
demic, with more than 25,000 cases 
diagnosed to date, and an HIV infec¬ 
tion rate estimated at 200,000 to 


500,000. "People have been really 
stunned at the lack of response from 
the city," observes David Flcishcr, a 
gay political organizer who is running 
Ruth Messinger’s campaign for Bor¬ 
ough President. The history of Ed 
Koch's relationship with the lesbian 
and gay community, inseparable at this 
point from his handling of the AIDS 
crisis, provides a prism for examining 
our evolving political culture and the 
relationship of our community to elec¬ 
toral politics. 

***** 

In 1977 there was no legal recogni¬ 
tion of lesbians and gays in New York 
City. Harvey Milk was campaigning for 
San Francisco Supervisor. Anita Bryant 
was crusading against us. And the Sew 
York Times was still calling us "avowed 
homosexuals." But we were gaining 
recognition as a political force here, and 
our votes were being actively courted. 
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In that year's Democratic primary 
for mayor, incumbent Abe Beame 
faced six challengers. Bella Abzug was 
the lop vote getter in the neighbor¬ 
hoods which have the greatest visible 
concentrations of lesbians and gays. 
However, Koch received the most 
votes city-wide, with Mario Cuomo 
trailing dose behind. A Koch Cuomo 
runoff ensued. 

The Gay Activist Alliance (GAA) 
accused Cuomo of gay-baiting Koch 
(who during the campaign paraded 
about town with Bess Mycrson on his 
arm, and hinted of post-election matri¬ 
mony). It was said that Cuomo cam¬ 
paign sound trucks were driving 
around certain neighborhoods blaring 
chants like "Vote for Cuomo, not the 
homo,* and that Cuomo's television 
advertising stressed the now-familiar 
•family* theme to accentuate the con¬ 
trast between him and the "bachelor* 
candidate. Cuomo responded angrily, 
reporting to the New York Times that 
*hc and his staff had ‘rejected any 
effort to get us involved in digging up 


information' purporting to portray Mr. 
Koch as a homosexual. ‘Aside from 
everything else, I knew it could back¬ 
fire and wind up hurting me. It looks 
as though that’s what's happened.” 

In the run-off between Koch and 
Cuomo, Koch won by the greatest mar¬ 
gins in the same gay neighborhoods 
where Abzug had. Gays and lesbians 
arc widely credited with having helped 
to elect Ed Koch. 

Koch reciprocated with an 
announcement on his first day in 
office that he would issue an execu¬ 
tive order prohibiting city agencies 
from discriminating on the basis of 
sexual orientation. We were off to a 
promising start. 

Cut to 1989. Koch has issued 
another groundbreaking executive 
order, this one providing bereavement 
leave to the non-spousal domestic part¬ 
ners of city employees. *He could have 
done that 12 years ago,* says Duane. 
Many activists believe Koch did more 
for gay civil rights in the first day of hb 
administration than he has done in all 


of the years since. And as AIDS entered 
all of our lives, the toll of hb neglect 
grew more and more tragic. Regarding 
the erosion of Koch’s support in our 
community, openly gay City Council 
candidate Dave Taylor remarks, *lt's 
surprising that it look so long.* 

There b virtual consensus among 
lesbian and gay political activists that 
Ed Koch has lost the support of the 
vast majority of our community. He 
retains some vestigial support, of 
course. The New York Native continues 
to rave about him, and the Stonewall 
Democratic Club (affectionately known 
as The Koch dub*) has endorsed him. 
Jan Carl Park, the assistant director of 
Koch's Office for the Lesbian and Gay 
Community, insists, There b still lots 
of support for the mayor." 

But most visible politically active 
lesbians and gays disagree. David 
Rothenberg, a former City Human 
Rights Commissioner appointed by 
Koch who has since broken with the 
mayor, says, "I want to find a gay per¬ 
son who’s supporting Koch who's not 



Pluto: Ellen B. Neipris 


TOMBSTONE-WALL PLACE 

ACT UP at last June's ceremony naming Stonewall Place 
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on the payroll.* Virginia Apuzzo, a 
longtime lesbian activist with strong ties 
to Governor Cuomo, believes that sup¬ 
port for the mayor in our community is 
limited to those with ‘a single issue 
perspective totally focused on lesbian 
and gay civil rights issues in the strictest 
sense.* They are people like Jason 
Worth, a Koch supporter employed by 
Civil Court Judge Richard S. Lowe, who 
recalls, ‘Under his tenure we got the 
gay community center,* and with 
regard to AIDS laments, ’there is always 
more that could be done.* Or the Koch 
appointee a friend of mine recently 
met. who boasted that 'the mayor has 
done more for gay people than any 
other individual since 5,000 B.C.* 

Park describes *a whole dimension 
of people who remember that the 
mayor was the first 
mayor to march in a 
gay pride march,* that 
he issued the executive 
orders, supported gay 
rights legislation and 
appointed open gays. 

But U is only through 
such an appeal to nos¬ 
talgia, to the pre-AIDS 
context, that Park even 
tries to defend his boss 
•Many view his work 
on AIDS as not being 
enough. I think that's 
understandable.* 

Appuzzo’s refer¬ 
ence to the ‘single 
Issue perspective’ 
dredges up a long¬ 
standing tension in les¬ 
bian and gay politics. 

Some view us as an 
•interest group* with a 
limited legislative polit¬ 
ical agenda, something 
on a par with the 
National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion, whose needs can 
be met by supporting 
choice pieces of legis¬ 
lation. In other words, 

Koch deserves our sup¬ 
port if he supports X, Y 
and Z, regardless of 
whatever else he does 
or doesn't do. Others 
have taken a broader 
'liberationist* 
approach, arguing that 


a meeting of the commissioners of all 
the city agencies, led by then Deputy 
Mayor Robert Wagner, Jr. (who is now 
President of the Board of Education). It 
was just months into the new adminis¬ 
tration, spring 1978, and the commis¬ 
sioners were preparing budgets in the 
midst of the fiscal crisis. Wagner 
described a deliberate strategy for fiscal 
•recovery*: cutback on needed services 
, police, 

fire and sanitation—to the point where 
•people would go back to the South 
and to Puerto Rico.* By the 1981 cam¬ 
paign, most labor unions and progres¬ 
sive organizations, including many 
lesbian and gay groups, supported 
Koch's opponent, Brooklyn Assembly- 
man Frank Barbara. 

There was also growing frustration 
over Koch's seeming stag¬ 
nation on gay civil rights 
issues. *Gay rights were 
not number one or in the 
top five or ten issues out 
of a list of 100,* says 
David Fleischer. They 
were more like number 
99.* From the start Koch 
had supported a pro¬ 
posed City Council gay 
human rights bill. As a 
candidate, he had told 
lesbian and gay groups 
that any mayor who 
made it a priority could 
pass such a bill within six 
months. 

The majority leader 
of the council, Tom Cuke, 
opposed the bill and year 
after year used his influ¬ 
ence to kill k. Yet when 
the 1961 elections rolled 
around, Koch backed 
Cuite's re-election. Not 
until 1986, just two 
months after Cuite's 
retirement, did gay rights 
legislation reach the floor 
of the City Council and 
pass. The threat of Koch 
campaigning against him 
and other council homo¬ 
phobes might well have 
defanged Cuke and guar¬ 
anteed our rights years 
earlier. Instead, recalls 
Democratic Party district 
leader candidate Philip 


SETTING THINGS STRAIGHT Photo: II. tin 

ACT UP"s March '89 City Hall attandad by ovar 3.000paopla. 


we are systematically oppressed and 
must pursue a broad progressive agen¬ 
da in coalition with other oppressed 
groups. 

Koch alienated progressives from 
the earliest days of his administration. 

Rothenbcrg declined to support Koch's 
reelect ion in 1981 not because of any 
issues specific to the lesbian and gay 
community, but because the mayor 
■was insensitive to people who had the in poor areas—like health 
greatest needs in this city.* Koch's tax 
giveaways to corporations and devel¬ 
opers and his anti-union stands made 
him a hero in the city's recovery from 
near fiscal collapse, but his policies 
were devastating to the city's poor. 

A former Koch-appointed commis¬ 
sioner of a cky social service agency, 
who prefers not to be identified, recalls 
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Reed, 'He [Koch) passed up every and wereni spent The money is sim- funds 10 his campaign. Sawyer is a real 
opportunity to make a substantive con- ply being carried over in a classic estate investor, and saw Koch primarily 
tribution to our community, and in fact smoke and mirrors act. as a friend to real estate and a sound 

he was playing politics as usual * GMHC's diplomatic Robert Peter- political investment. His lover's death 

While Ed Koch and Frank Barbara son says, 'It’s like trying to put out a from AIDS in 1986 woke Sawyer up to 
were battling it out, AIDS made its raging fire with a water pistol.' ACT UP the political realities of AIDS in New 
debut. At that time it was impossible to is more direct when it chants, ‘murder- York City and the lack of leadership 
foresee the degree to which it would er" in confrontations with the mayor. on the mayor’s part.' Sawyer now 
change all of our lives. But as more Park believes lesbian and gay vot- spends his time investigating the lack 

and more gay men were struck and as ers will 'keep AIDS in perspective.' of city AIDS services, 

our community was forced into action, But for most of us, AIDS has superced- His story is not uncommon. One 

Koch ignored our crisis. Larry Kramer ed other issues and creates the per- effect which AIDS has had on us, as a 
recalls a telling story about his first and spective from which the rest of the group, politically, is to demonstrate 
last encounter with the mayor. It was Koch record, whether in the area of without a doubt what many of us—at 
in 1982 at a farewell party for depart- human rights or in the area of social least what many of us gay, white 

ing Cultural Affairs Commissioner services, is viewed. In 1985, Carol Bel- men—had previously failed to com- 

Hcnry Gcldzahler, held at the restau- lamy challenged Koch in the mayoral prehend: we are an expendable pop- 

rant Odcon. Kramer asked to be intro- race, and lost big. The single group ulation, as much so as those that 
doced to the mayor, which he was. with whom she did better than Koch, Robert Wagner, Jr. had suggested 
'I began my spiel—I was much according to a Daily News exit poll, might have to be driven out. And the 

calmer then—and as soon as I uttered was lesbian and gay voters. The era- result of this rude awakening is that 

the word—I don't even remember if it sion of Koch's support in our commu- our community is increasingly taking 

was called AIDS yet—his lackeys nity was evident then, and has only a liberations approach to politics, 

escorted me away and told me the continued. Lesbian activist Vivian Dave Taylor credits ACT UP with a 

mayor did not wish to discuss that.' Shapiro, a former board member of the large part of this transformation, and 

Many a Icvclcr head than Kramer has Human Rights Campaign Fund, voted notes, 'Progressives are dominating 

come to his conclusion that the for Koch even in 1985. 'I will not sup- the political scene now.' 

mayor's head is stuck in the sand. port him now,' she says. There’s a The Dinkins campaign sees gay and 

From the earliest days, Koch refused part of him that would like our com- lesbian votes as potentially pivotal, 
to even meet with the Gay Men's Health munity to disappear.' According to Dinkins field organizer 

Crisis. When he finally did, he agreed to Likewise, Eric Sawyer not only Leslie Cagan, a lesbian, 'Vfc think that 

only the non-fiscal AIDS requests. To this voted for Koch in 1985, but contributed the lesbian and gay vote can make a sig- 

day Koch has refused to -- — — — 

commit the kinds of dollars 
which his own advisors say it 
will take to provide basic ser¬ 
vices to the growing popula¬ 
tion fighting for their lives. 

Jan Carl Park protests 
that 'if you look at the fig¬ 
ures, it’s a good picture.’ 

But the Committee on AIDS 
Funding, comprised of 
AIDS Service Organizations, 
put forth a budget request 
of $41 million—a paltry 
sum out of the city's $27 
billion annual budget. They 
arrived at their request not 
by creating a 'wish list,' 
but by conservatively pric¬ 
ing the services outlined in 
the city's own strategic plan 
for AIDS. Less than half of 
their request was funded. 

In addition, most of the 
city's touted AIDS fund 
increase this year actually 
consists of funds which 
were budgeted last year 


Is He Or Isn't He? 

Certainly it is homophobia which made this an issue in 
the first place. And certainly, at this point, the reality of 
Koch's sexuality couldn't be more beside the point. 

But Hizzoncr himself says he isn't. I'm a Heterosexual,' 
he proclaimed in headlines earlier this year. Simply the fact 
that he's felt a constant need to assert that he is not gay has 
influenced both perceptions and policy. That [Koch is gayl 
was and is the general perception whether he is or not," 
says openly gay Democratic Party district leader candidate 
Philip Reed. That brought us some hope and ultimately pro¬ 
found disappointment.’ 

And AIDS policy? Because of the rumors which had 
haunted his election campaigns, 'Koch was obviously not 
about to start championing funds for a homosexual disease,’ 
wrote Randy Shilts in his history of the early years of the 
epidemic, And the Band Played On 

But Koch probably has the closet vote. 'Closeted peo¬ 
ple see him as one of their own,* says Coalition for Lesbian 
and Gay Rights activist Andy Humm. He describes their 
thinking as follows: 'He’s single, and whatever he is, he's 
very discreet about it. And that's me.’ 

—Samdor Katz 


niticant aitierencc. Kninp 
Reed makes the more general 
observation that 'no minority 
mayor of a major city has won 
without the support of the les¬ 
bian and gay community.' 

But the story of Ed Koch 
over the past 12 years leaves 
us with an important lesson. 
Many in our community 
stayed loyal to Koch until 
1981, until 1985, and some 
even until now, because he 
says he supports us. Let's call 
this the Koch Rule.- As les¬ 
bians and gays, our loyally 
to candidates and elected 
officials must be completely 
secondary to our imperative 
to survive and gain visibility 
and empowerment. Finally, it 
seems that our group per¬ 
ception of Ed Koch has 
caught up with the bleak 
reality of his record. Koch's 
oncc-solid base of support 
among us has dwindled to 
almost nothing. ▼ 
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WHY I 
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IS A 

by Larry Kramer 

In 1981 1 helped to suit Gay Men's Health Crisis. In 
1981, I made my first telephone call for help to the mayor 
of the city my many friends were dying in. In 1981, I made 
my second and third and fourth and fiftieth phone calls for 
help to the mayor of the city my many friends were dying 
in. For you see, I never—not in 1981 or 1982 or 1983—got 
the mayor and I never got the mayor's Liaison to the Gay 
Community, Mr. Herb Rickman, and I never got the mayor's 
Commissioner of Health, Dr. David Sencer, and I never got 
anyone. 

And I started to become the furiously angry man I am 
now known to be. I hate and loathe Ed Koch with every 
fiber of my being and every ounce of energy I have. 

And so should every single gay man and lesbian in 
New York City. And so should every person touched by 
AIDS in New York City—gay, straight, white, black, hispan- 
ic, man, woman, child. 

When the man I loved died in 1984 (and GMHC still 
had not received support from the mayor of the city our 
many friends arc dying in) I vowed on his death bed that I 
would do everything in my power to discredit Ed Koch—to 
shout at every possible minute what a monster Ed Koch is, 
what a lethal hypocrite Ed Koch is, what a murderer of my 
many dying friends Ed Koch is. 

I don't know why people think I am exaggerating 
when I say that Ed Koch is the one person in America most 
responsible for letting the AIDS epidemic get out of control. 

I don’t know why people don't believe Dr. Mathildc 
Krim when she says that AIDS is an epidemic that could 
have been contained. And that everything that happened 
was predictable from the very first moment. 

When someone in a family gets sick, doesn't the parent 
try to make him better? This parent certainly doesn't let the 
sick kid get worse and worse. But that’s what Ed Koch did. 

When a transmissible virus starts sweeping through the 
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city streets like a plague, doesn't the highest elected official 
of that city have an obligation to educate his citizens to get 
out of the way? This highest elected official certainly 
doesn't sec to it that all attempts at education are forbidden 
completely. But that's what Ed Koch did. 

When an epidemic gets so bad that tens of thousands 
of people are dying and there are no hospital beds and 
insufficient amounts of medicine and bodies arc piling up 
in doorways, shouldn’t the mayor of the city—finally—try 
and save his citizens? This mayor certainly shouldn't lie to 
his people and tell them there is $40 million coming to 
them at last when in fact there is already a $2 billion deficit 
and there is about as much chance as a poor Black kid 
becoming president that any of this $40 million is going to 
see the light of truth. But that’s what Ed Koch did. 

It is astounding what a flagrant liar he is and what an 
inept official he is and what a crooked politician he is (189 
of his staff have been indicted) and how everyone knows all 
this and still he has not been turned out of office and indeed 
stands a good chance to win again. It is almost as if people 
in New York really believe you have to be crooked and ruth¬ 
less to succeed in New York. That's probably why people are 
not going to vote for David Dinkins, who, by all rights, 
should be Mayor, and everyone knows should be Mayor. 

How much worse must everything be before we give 
someone new a chance? Each year has been worse than the 
year before. More lies and more corruption and more gov¬ 
ernment by press conferences and more smarmy acts of 
contrition and more announced programs that never materi¬ 
alize and more deaths from AIDS. 

More lies and more deaths and fewer friends in this 
city my many friends arc dying in. 

How can every rational, sane, compassionate human 
being not hate and loathe Ed Koch with every fiber of your 
being and every ounce of energy you have? T 
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1/1%/s 
David 
Dinkins 
Our 

Candidate? 

by David Kirby 

It's no secret: Living in New York 
is becoming more difficult every year. 
Our city is caught in a nightmarish web 
of interrelated crises—their crude reali¬ 
ty slaps us in the face daily, as if we 
needed further reminding that City Hall 
has failed us miserably. 

You can try to ignore the prob¬ 
lems, but they will catch up with you. 
Open a paper, turn on the news, walk 
down the street- Crisis and catastrophe 
await you. We have the homeless crisis 
and its parent, the housing crisis. The 
crisis in education has aggravated the 
drug crisis, which in turn is fanning the 
fires of the AIDS crisis. In the mean¬ 
time, people are being beaten or mur¬ 
dered in the streets because someone 
else didn’t like their skin color, or their 
sex, or their sexual orientation. 

Call it the hate a is is. 

Sound alarmist? Perhaps, but think 
how the city will look four years from 
now, if we don’t throw out the folks 
who allowed this situation to simmer 
and fester over the last 12 years. While 
Ed Koch partied and his underlings pil¬ 
fered, our city —our city—became 




poorer, sicker, more addicted to drugs 
and far more dangerous. 

Yes, we are angry. Wc arc disgust¬ 
ed at the way the poor are largely left to 
fend for themselves. We are frightened 
to walk down drug-infcstcd streets. We 
arc sick and tired of being sad, of 
watching our friends and lovers waste 
away with disease—often without prop¬ 
er health care, housing, nutrition. 

But this year, 1989, we can end 
the dark days of neglect and indiffer¬ 
ence. We can begin speaking of hope, 
renewal, healing. We can vote for 
David Dinkins and get this city back on 
track. As lesbians and gay men—and as 
New Yorkers—we have an obligation 
to make certain that Dinkins is our next 
Mayor. We owe it to ourselves, and to 
the poor, the sick, the drug-addicted, 
the young, the disabled, and everyone 
else who needs someone fight for 
them—and not against them—at the 
pinnacle of municipal power. 

David Dinkins’ long ascent to 
empowerment in many ways mirrors 
that of our own community. In the late 
60s and early 70s, he was on the streets 
very much like our own. David Dinkins 
knows what it’s like to suffer discrimi¬ 
nation and bigotry. He has lived with 


they joys and pains of a community 
struggling to earn the respect and 
power it rightly deserves. David Dink¬ 
ins has always spoken out—from the 
heart—against bigotry and hatred, 
racism, sexism, anti-Semitism and 
homophobia. 

*1 am so proud of you,* he often 
says with a warm smile after address¬ 
ing lesbian and gay groups. The les¬ 
bian and gay community is a vital part 
of my efforts to unite this city.* 

He means it Dinkins has tradition¬ 
ally hired large numbers of lesbians and 
gay men to fill key positions at the Man¬ 
hattan Borough President’s Office and, 
before that, at the Office of the City 
Clerk. He has endorsed and worked 
with gay candidates, and appointed 
openly gay and lesbian members to 
Manhattan's 12 community boards. 

•When it comes to lesbian and gay 
issues, David Dinkins is light years 
ahead of the other candidates,* says 
Alan Flcischman of the Gay and Lesbian 
Independent Democrats (GUD). ‘David 
has been the leader in the fight for our 
community. But he never had to be 
pressured to do it, he knew it was right* 
And in a few days a bilingual, tabloid- 
sized piece of literature will be mailed to 
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Vito Russo: 

"I certainly trust him more than 
anyone else. He puts himself in 
touch with the PWA community." 


hundreds of thousands of 
voters. Its second page is 
devoted to ‘David Dinkins’ 

Agenda for Change*—an 
eight point list of the most 
pressing issues in the city: 

‘Crime, drugs, education, 
housing, economic develop¬ 
ment, environment, reproductive rights 
and lesbian and gay rights.' 

Dinkins has taken time to educate 
himself about AIDS, and as Borough 
President, has fought for more city 
funding of AIDS-related programs. 
Over the last three years, Dinkins and 
his competent staff negotiated over 
$1.7 million into the city budget for 
AIDS education and services and his 
office provided the seed money for the 
first city-wide mass media AIDS educa¬ 
tion campaign. 

‘Public AIDS education must be 
explicit, and it must be culturally and 
linguistically appropriate to the com¬ 
munities at risk,* Dinkins said at a July 
mayoral AIDS forum sponsored by the 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis. 

Dinkins’ work on AIDS concerns 
goes way beyond education. He sup¬ 
ports scatter-site housing for homeless 
persons with AIDS (PWAs) and has 
promised to reserve two units of every 
renovated city-owned building for 
housing PWAs. He has also sought 
more funds to provide services for 
HIV-affected, including health and 
mental health services, outpatient treat¬ 
ment centers and other support ser¬ 
vices. He pledges to seek more 
funding for groups such as GMHC, the 
AIDS Resource Center, People with 
AIDS Coalition, God's Love, We Deliver 
and the Community Resource Initiative 
— which was formed to rapidly test 
experimental drugs inside the HIV 
community. Dinkins has also expressed 
concern on numerous occasions about 
AIDS among women and children He 
recognizes that most cases in New 
York are now among I.V. drug users 
and their sexual partners. 

But IV drug use and AIDS has cost 
Dinkins some support among certain 
activists. He does not endorse needle 
exchange programs, and even opposes 
the distribution of bleach kits for drug 
users to clean their works. 

To me, free needles is the same 
as free drugs. I can’t accept that we 
should surrender on this issue,' Dink¬ 


ins said at the AIDS forum. ‘What I 
want is to get people off drugs, period. 
We should spend our time on things 
like trcatmcnl-on-dcmand, which is so 
limited in New York.* 

Still, support for Dinkins is strong 
among AIDS activists and PWAs. ‘I cer¬ 
tainly trust him more than anybody 
else in the field,* says Vito Russo, a 
writer, AIDS activist and PWA. ‘He 
occasionally drops by the PWA Coali¬ 
tion to visit. But it's never a planned 
event, there's no one from the media, 
as if he were campaigning. I appreciate 
it because he puts himself in touch 
with the PWA community more than 
anyone, and thus he understands the 
issue more than anyone.* 

Dinkins has spoken out as much 
on women’s issues as he has on lesbian 
and gay issues. He supports full repro¬ 
ductive rights, equal pay for equal work 
and the ERA. He has helped fund pro¬ 
grams for prenatal care, day care and 
battered women and children. He sup¬ 
ports community-based women s health 
projects. As such, Dinkins has been 
endorsed by NOW-New York and the 
New York Women’s Political Caucus 
‘Dinkins is sensitive to women's 
issues; he has come a long way,* says 
Joyce Hunter, a lesbian activist. ‘I still 
think he could do better on women’s 
Issues, but he's far above the others,* 

He has appointed women to many 
key positions, including his current 
chief of staff and community services 
director, and his former deputy bor¬ 
ough president and press secretary 
Nobody had to tell Dinkins that the 
lesbian and gay rights bill (which the 
City Council finally passed in 1986) was 
a critical piece of legislation. Year after 
year, Dinkins would trudge down to 
City Hall with the rest of us for the 
annual ritual of having the bill rejected. 
But Dinkins, like us, refused to give up. 
By coincidence, the bill was passed just 
three months after Dinkins took office. 

Now, he has turned his energy to 
legislation in Albany and Washington, 
vowing to fight until lawmakers there 


understand that discrimi¬ 
nation is an unnecessary 
evil. Dinkins supports 
the anti-bias bill in the 
state legislature, which 
would set stiff penalties 
for those convicted of 
hate crimes—including 
lesbian and gay bashing. ‘I will make 
my position clear to the leaders in 
Albany: Homophobia maims and kills. 
Stop the violence. Pass the bill,* he 
said recently. 

He also supports including gay and 
lesbian history and culture in public 
school courses. *We don’t have to love 
each other, but we ought to learn to 
understand each other,* Dinkins likes to 
say. *We can help young people tran¬ 
scend the fear and ignorance that lead 
to homophobia, racism and sexism.* 

On the issue of domestic partner¬ 
ship, few leaders have gone as far as 
Dinkins. He was the first city official to 
recognize domestic partnership among 
his staff, and supports the right of 
unmarried partners to inherit leases in 
rent-controlled, rent-stabilized and city- 
owned buildings. Dinkins also believes 
that domestic partners of city employees 
should be entitled to spousal benefits 
Of course there are issues on 
which Dinkins has had disagreements 
with some in the lesbian and gay com¬ 
munity. In addition to the aforemen¬ 
tioned controversial needle exchange 
programs, Dinkins has disappointed 
some gay and lesbian leaders on the 
issue of legalized gay marriages. 
Though he supports our right to adopt 
children or give them foster care, Dink¬ 
ins does not back formal, legal mar¬ 
riage for lesbians and gays. Dozens 
have met with him on this issue, yet he 
remains steadfast. *I’m simply not 
ready to change my mind on gay mar¬ 
riages, but I am open to keep talking 
about it,* he recently told a small 
group during a meeting. 

But in general, most lesbian and 
gay activists believe Dinkins is the most 
representative of our issues of all the 
candidates—that he will fight for our 
civil rights. Says Vito Russo: *I’d like to 
turn the tide in this city, to transform it 
from a barracuda pit to a place where 
people listen to each other. David, who 
is intelligent and articulate, can do that 
I can’t think of any reason not to vote 
for him.* ▼ 
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We’re so happy to see that The 
Cubby Hole, the most popular 
dyke bar in town, has a "sand- 
wich-of-the-month” named 
after it at the Store 24 at Green¬ 
wich and Sixth Ave. We figure 
Bonnie must be a sister. 

— M.S. 

Photo: T.l. Lilt 
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Dear Brad: 

I thought I liked him but I was 
never sure how he felt about me and 
so I just waked for something to hap¬ 
pen. But nothing ever did and when 
finally I said something he sakl he’d 
never really given it any thought one 
way or the other and would have to 
get back to me. Somehow I know that 
when and if he does I’m not going to 
come out so well. I used to have reli¬ 
able instincts about these things but 
now I’m no longer sure. Frankly, I 
don't know if I could stand to go 
through all of this again with one 
more person. What now? 

quart One 

Dear Square: 

To be quke honest, all of the good 
things came to an abrupt end early in 


1968 and that's just the way k is. 

Dear Brad: 

It's about 300 am on a particular¬ 
ly evil and terrifying night and every¬ 
body I know hung up on me when I 
tried to call them and I honestly don't 
know where else to turn or what it is 
I think I want somebody to tell me 
that I haven't already said to myself In 
one way or another. Maybe all I want 
is some kind of comfort, quick or 
cold or otherwise, which Is not the 
sort of thing one can simply demand 
or even purchase at this or any time 
of night and, of course, there is no 
easy comfort. There is only endurance 
but right now at this unendurable 
moment I cannot even believe in, let 
alone hope for that and...oh, but 
what’s the use? What on earth could 
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you possibly say to me, given the lim¬ 
itations of this forum, that would 
make a difference, assuming you'd 
even bother to print my letter and 
even If you did that's quite a while to 
wait and whatever ineffable comfort 1 
think it Is 1 need, 1 need right this 
very minute. Besides, what if what 
they say is true and all these letters 
are made up? If that's the case then so 
is ibis letter which makes this dread 
completely Imaginary or else It means 
that I'm you or you're me and if I 
cant help mysdf then you cant help 
me or yourself or whoever either one 
of us may be. 

-fori in tbt Start 

Dear Lost: 

I felt exactly the same way one 
night in Montreal at the Chateau 
Champlain when room service was 
dosed and the pay-per-view channel 
was showing Frantic for the hun¬ 
dredth time and I'd pretty well 
deaned out the mini-bar In the room 
(a course of action I was later to 
regret when presented with my room 
charges). Fortunately I always travel 
with a copy of Jean Anouilh's Mtd4t 
dose at hand and turned to this famil¬ 
iar passage: "Beasts of this night! I 
utter with you your obscure scream. I 
accept like you, without wanting to 
understand any more, the black com¬ 
mand...! put out the Iktle light I give 
the shameful signal. I take upon 
myself, I assume, I daim. All that is 
hunting and killing tonight is Medea!" 
Who can help but feel strangely 
uplifted by these words? I found the 
momentary solace that I need but, of 
course, that work is now out of print 
so you’ll just have to come up with 
your own solution. 

Confidential to Sally P.: 

You should wear green. You 
wore green the last time, the time you 
were happy. ▼ 
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By: Michelangelo Slgnorlle 


I ’d like to meet this maniac Dona I 
Hcnchan who wrote the Music 
View column in last Sunday’s 
Sew York Times so that I could smear 
his face with some sweet, creamery 
butler Oil explain this tactic later). In 
an obsessive column in which he dis¬ 
cusses an article titled Franz Schubert 
and the Peacocks of Benvenuto Cellini 
(written by Maynard Solomon and 
appearing in the spring issue of 19tb 
Century Music), lienahan's homopho¬ 
bia rages out of control The article, of 
course, speaks of Schubert as a gay 
man. But before even reading about 
it we immediately see the hatred of 
the Times' headline writers who came 
up with these diuics: The Dark Side 
of Schubert and (on the jump page) 
Some Disturbing Things About 
Schubert. Then we get to the column 
and learn that Hcnchan, who seems 
to think that visibility is unimportant, 
doesn’t feel the public should be told 
that any great artists were gays or les¬ 
bians. But he docs acknowledge that 
people arc being brought out of the 
closet anyway and that it might be 
'reasonable* in this case since the 
composer was 'an enthusiastic homo¬ 
sexual [whose! sexuality could have 
had something to do with his feverish¬ 
ly prolific output, his drastic swings of 
mood and his tragic death by syphilis 
at age 31-’ Eat shit! 


After two months, Liz Smith 
(Daily News) has finally discovered 
Charles Busch and The Lady in 
Question (or rather his publicist has 
finally gotten Liz to nibble on an 
item). But, once again Liz says some 
stupid, incorrect and embarrassing 


things in her twisted attempt to ana¬ 
lyze culture: ’AIDS effectively put the 
quietous onto the fun of camp. But 
somehow Busch has managed to rise 
above the times.* Sorry, Liz, but if 
you woke up and actually got out of 
that ivory tower you’d know that 
'camp* (your word for fags in drag) is 
at an all-time high — probably direct¬ 
ly due to the oppression and homo¬ 
phobia surrounding AIDS. Lypsinka, 
Jeffrey Essman, Everett Quinton, Ethyl 
Eichelberger, Bruce Hopkins, 



Wigslock have all recently garnered 
huge doses of ‘mainstream press,* 
much of it within your own newspa¬ 
per. Do you read Liz? Or is it per¬ 
haps that 'AIDS has put a quietous* 
not on the the occurrence of *camp,* 
but rather on your reporting of it? 
After all, there arc more important 
things to write about like how won¬ 
derful Gayfryd Steinberg and her mil¬ 
lion dollar birthday parties arc, right’ 


Perhaps more insidious, though, 
arc some remarks from The New 
Republic's Fred Barnes which Liz 
Smith includes in the same column. 
In a highly irresponsible manner, she 
quotes Barnes’ dangerous rantings that 
drug abuse is not a major problem in 
America today without making any 
critical comment other than that these 
arc ‘unusual ideas.* And though she 
sits on the fence, it's obvious that Liz 
agrees with Barnes but is afraid to say 
so. According to Bames, as quoted by 
Liz Smith, all the hype about drug use 
is "the result of a relentless media 
cmphasis. Politicians have followed 
the press in talking nonstop about 
drugs. It’s also the result of some¬ 
thing else — GOOD TIMES. 

‘People worry about drugs 
because there isn’t something better to 


▼ 

fret over. The economy is in its sev¬ 
enth year of growth. There aren’t sig¬ 
nificant foreign troubles to speak of. 
But just let the economy slip into mild 
recession, and the national worry over 
drugs will vanish.* Nothing better to 
fret over? MY COMMUNITY IS BEING 
MURDERED!!! A MILLION PEOPLE 
ARE INFECTED WITH A VIRUS THAT 
HAS KILLED 100,000, YOU ASS¬ 
HOLES!!! 

About the butter mentioned in 
paragraph one. On Page Six (New 
York Posi), Richard Johnson reports on 
an event in which yours truly attended 
a party and ‘shoved a plateful of but¬ 
ter on (artist Mark Koslabi’sl face.* 
Not true! It was a big tub of half-melt¬ 
ed butter and it wasn’t shoved but 
rather ‘squished.* And I'm not sure 
what we should do to Johnson for 
writing, ‘Signorilc is an editor at 
Out Week, a magazine that caters to 
homosexuals.* Maybe we should all 
cater his next party? (When I spoke 
to him afterwards he chuckled that he 
thought I said *a lesbian and gay 
nude magazine, rather than news 
magazine. Ha. Ha. Ha.) 

Kostabi deserved much more 
humiliation than that for the violence 
and death he has courted and perpetu¬ 
ated since he made those horrible, 
homophobic, AIDSphobic remarks in 
Vanity Fair a few months ago. On 
Page Six he says of me: *A man who 
resorts to violence is a man who has 
run out of ideas.* Without getting into a 
debate about what is ‘violent* and what 
isn't (and whether or net dairy products 
fall into this category), I would like to 
point out that this man who says I've 
tun out of ideas is the very same artist 
who hires people to think for him 

But back to the action. Everyone 
should begin coming up with strate¬ 
gies for ‘Hotel Bar Zaps.* They’re 
immensely effective. You attend social 
events where these monsters will be. 
Tell all of the paparazzi and the gossip 
columnists what you plan to do. And 
then, presto! The embarrassed idiot 
sits there with goop on his or her 
face, while flashbulbs arc popping 
and reporters arc jotting down notes. 
You quickly exit. The next morning 
you fax all of the media your state¬ 
ments and demands. ▼ 
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Social Terrorism 


Photos by Erich Conrad 


NOTHING UP MY SLEEVE 
Dsrid LaChappallt 


GEE. THAT FEATHER TICKLES 
Do fit ot fJLD. Vaguin* at Cal Club 












BLOW IN MY REAR ANO IU FOLLOW YOU ANYWHERE 
Barbara Straisand at lova Machina 


NO NATASHA. ACT FRIENDLY! 
Finnbar and Simon al MK 


THE NECKLACE IS GONE 
Phooba and Mark at UK 
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by David Kirby and Gabriel Rotello 


Wc hear through the gay grapevine that many new groups arc following in the activist footsteps, 
or march-steps, of that pioneering organization, ACT-UP. Maybe you haven't heard of them yet, but 
they're out there, getting ready to piss-off your straight friends by 'going too far,* and possibly disturb¬ 
ing the peace in your very own neighborhood. Just to keep you from getting too confused at this pro¬ 
liferation of pissed-off pansies and livid lesbians, here’s a handy guide to the new groups. 


Drag queens are kissing off the opposition in: Drag Reigns In Every Social Situa¬ 
tion, or DRESS-UP. 

Psychophants in the fashion industry arc snubbing old friends at meetings foe. 
Someone Unimportant Calvin Knows, or SUCK-UP. 

Nonpolitical, anti-ACT-UP fags are throwing beach parties in Provincetown foe 
Stop Homos from Upsetting Tea dances, or SHUT-UP. 

Faaaabulous models are learning to vogue for their rights in: Posing Is Nirvana, or 

PINUP. 

Radical anti-breeders are asking that pertinent question: Why Are Kids Everywhere?, 
or WAKE-UP. 

Sex workers and their ‘paying companions’ have finally organized: Prostitution And 
You, or PAY-UP. 

Compulsively clean roommates whoVe had it up to here are lighting back with: 
People Into Clean Kitchens, or PICK-UP. 

Busy queer yuppies who just don’t have a minute for anybody clse’s problems are 
finally getting together: Time Is Everything, Dear, or TIED-UP. 

Gay and lesbian overeaters have formed: Food Equals Death, or FED-UP. 

Stingy decorators are self-empowering in: Furniture Is Extra, or FIX-UP. 

Inexperienced lesbian mothers with uncooperative turkey-baster babies are fighting 
back with: Single Parents In Trouble, or SPIT-UP. 

And finally, everybody with some kind of neurotic problem — which is almost 
everybody we know — seems to be joining: Let Overwhelming Obsessions Sud¬ 
denly End Now, or LOOSEN-UP. 

Out Vcck wishes the best of luck to all the above organizations, and invites them to list in ot 
community directory. - 


gj 

DM 


SHUT UP 






Ten Reasons Why 
I Can’t Date You 


by Mona Feigenbaum 


My friends tell me that I'm way too picky, that I should 
lower my standards and I'd be getting some all the time. But 
it's not really a question of standards, or that I'm such a gift 
(well, you could do worse...), but there are certain physical 
things, call them uh—uh—elements of style if you will that 
turn me off at face value. Nothing to do with looks per 
say—believe me, this girl Mona could always use some self- 
improvement—rather it’s tone and intention that often make 
me run the other way. I guess you could say they are little 
things that say a lot. And while beauty is only skin deep 
(yeah, yeah, yeah), dothes often do make the (wo)man. In 
other words, here are ten highly superficial reasons why I 
cant date you 


1 . 


Leather pants—especially when you shouldn't, and most 
people shouldn't. 


. Boots over your pants, particularly over your leather 
pants. Further penalty points if those boots (or that 
leather) is of some unnatural color, such as red- 


3 • Acid-' 


-washed jeans—wear them and I wont even talk to 


4 . 


An outfit too conspicuously "Gap.* 


5 . 


Attitude for no apparent reason—unless of course, 
you’re still in high school, and in that case you can 
have lots of attitude and wear red leather boots over 
acid-washed jeans...you've got me. 


6. u is 


It is way too obvious that you're a power lifter. 

7 • 'But I’m mature for 23* is a phrase in your vocabulary. 
8. You tell me you're ‘nutty.* 

9 • You're 5' 8", and 5' 2“ without your hair. 


10 . 


You ask me out to dinner and suggest that we go to 
Caramba's and drink "Blue Whales." 
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Privates on Parade. A play with 
music by Peter Nichols. Music by 
Denis King. Directed by Larry 
Carpenter. Presented at the 
Roundabout Theater Company, 100 
E. 17th Street. 


Theater 

Privates'Lives 


to become bait to lure the guerrillas 
from the jungle. 

As Flowers, Jim Fyfc is wonder¬ 
fully befuddled, whether face to face 
with a stripped-down Dennis as they 
discuss the birds and bees, or at the 
naked mercy of Sylvia Morgan, the 
troop's Welsh-Indian song and dance 
$m PRIVATES-^ag« 74 
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by Michael Palter 


T he vision of British playwright 
Peter Nichols is bitter and 
bleak, but there is joy and a 
kind of wholeness in it, too. By com¬ 
bining conventional, even melodra¬ 
matic, stories with musical hall jokes 
and songs, and pastiches of 
Hollywood production numbers, 
Nichols produces deep and resonant 
emotional experiences. They take us 
directly to the heart of the dramatic 
matter—a heart which almost always 
alternates with breath-taking speed 
between unbearable loss and 
unbreakable hilarity. 

Nichols doesn't use pronounce¬ 
ments to make his opinions clear. He 
is both too humble and realistic to feel 
superior, and God forbid he take 
refuge in the last resort of hypocrites 
and fools, the moral high ground. 
Rather, he unleashes his characters in 
extravagant situations, and lets them 
behave, sing and dance as they will. 

The New York premiere of 
Nichols' 1977 Privates on Parade (a 
title which can be taken in any one of 
several ways) admirably reflects the 
play's humanity. Larry Carpenter, the 
director, secs to K that each character 
is a human being, not a cartoon. For 
all its music hall humor, there isn't a 
cheap moment: every laugh is 
earned—and so, too, is the anger. 

The story is a rite of passage: in 
time of war, a soldier grows from cal¬ 
low youth to man. British Private 
Stephen Flowers (J im * rf,vcs in 
the Malayan Peninsula in 19<8, during 


the British effort to hold the 
Communists at bay in the Pacific. He's 
attached to an entertainment unit led 
by Acting Captain Terri Dennis (Jim 
Dale), who is a raving queen and 
proud of it. The unit has been louring 
Singapore, but on the orders of its 
commanding officer, the dense Major 
Giles Flack (Simon Jones) it is about 


PRIDE PARADE 

Simon Jones end Jim Dale 
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Film 



'he Cookie Crumbles 


about it until the next mortgage pay¬ 
ment was due on her fabulous house. 
Thus, in place of true humor, tired 
ethnic stereotypes are trotted out to 
try and bolster an obviously unfunny 
and often confusing script. This is 
one of those movies where the sheer 
sound of an Italian name is supposed 
to make a person guffaw. 

Peter Falk plays an aging Italian 
gangster with all the finesse and pol¬ 
ish of a true ensemble 
actor. However, his sense 
of comic liming and his 
feeling for understate¬ 
ment are continually chal¬ 
lenged by the crowded 
voices of Vacarro, Wiest 
and Lloyd who are 
reduced to a trio of 
squawking, bitchy, gum- 
chomping wenches. This 
is a particular disappoint¬ 
ment in the case of Emily 
Lloyd, the young British 
actress whose film debut 
two years ago in Wish 
You Were Here displayed 
a kind of irrepressible 
originality, wit and defi¬ 
ance rarely seen by 
women in Him. Instead of 
setting her loose, 
Seidelman lassoes Lloyd's 
natural buoyancy by 
making the character 
Cookie into an ersatz ver¬ 
sion of Madonnna in 
Desperately Seeking 
Susan. What is it with 
oversized, overdecorated 
black leather jackets any¬ 
way that are supposed to 
make us understand a 
girl’s character? Unfor¬ 
tunately, aside from some 
loud chomping of chew¬ 
ing gum and a few barely 
audible sentences by 
Lloyd in a lough Queens 
accent, we get nary a 


Cookie, directed by Susan 
Seidelman. Distributed by Warner 
Bros 


by Maria Maggenti 


I t was only a few years ago when 
Susan Seidelman managed to 
break into the 
Hollywood mainstream 
with films that ponrayed 
women as sassy, sexy, 
centered and sometimes 
even a bit subversive. 

She seemed so full of 
promise-, a young female 
director with an Irrever¬ 
ent point of view and an 
original visual style. 

However, the my-dick- 
is-bigger-than-yours 
school of filmmaking 
seems to have sent 
Seiddman careening off 
course in her latest ven¬ 
ture, the ill-conceived 
and often sloppy new 
release Cookie. 

The plot is simple 
and not particularly 
engaging—Mafia dad 
(Peter Falk) is let out 
of the slammer and has 
to deal with his feisty 
illegitimate daughter 
Cookie (Emily Lloyd), 
his still passionate and 
long-suffering mistress 
(Dianne Wiest). his 
brassy wife (Brenda 
Vaccaro) and a pletho¬ 
ra of Mafia mobsters, 
as he struggles to get 
out of the underworld 
and "go straight.* See¬ 
ing as how Italian- 

setting^HoHywood's COHON CANDY CRIER 
* 7 Dianne Wiest 


imagination on fire recently, this plot | 
line isn't surprising. What could Ital¬ 
ians be doing in New York anyway 
except eating pasta, yelling at each 
other and oiling the wheels of that 
macho Mafia machine day in and day 
out? Perhaps co-writer Nora Ephron 
developed the script while taking the 
train out to Easthampton one week¬ 
end in between her many Hollywood 
writing gigs and promptly forgot 
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ERZATZ MADONNA 
Emily Uoyd 

glimpse of exactly who this grumpy, 
suggestive young woman is supposed 
to be in relation to the wobbly plot. Is 
it something about being a girl, some¬ 
thing about being the daughter of a 
former Mafia bigwig, something about 
not fitting in with the rest of the gals 
in the neighborhood, something about 
wearing a black leather jacket every 
day of your life? 

While Cookie attempts to “go 
straight* by working as her dad's 
chauffeur, her dad is navigating the 
murky waters of friendship and rivalry 
created during his years in the slam¬ 
mer. Enter the driven, ambitious dis¬ 
trict attorney, loosely modeled after 
Rudy Giuliani, who is also trying to 
capture Falk in a web of deceit. 
However, it seems that Falk is ready 
to throw all that crazy stuff away and 
start over with the love of his life 
Dianne Weist (his mistress, Cookie s 
mom), a cotton candy blonde who 


cries constantly and yet is really the 
only sympathetic character in the 
whole film. She is also the only one 
who can elicit laughter without com¬ 
promising one’s sense of compassion. 
But who can help old Papa out of the 
mess he's in? Certainly not his rebel¬ 
lious ne'er-do-well daughter Cookie. 
But what a surprise! A couple of car 
chases and costume changes later, it 
looks like the little Cookie is really 
just a chip off the old block. Cookie, 
with her fifth grade vocabulary and 
Jayne Mansfield figure, is the only one 
who can save her dad's life. And save 
it she docs in a series of film 
sequences that arc so sloppy and 
poorly shot that it made me wonder if 
Scidclman had ever considered using 
that high technology cinema tech¬ 
nique called storyboarding. Despite 
the feeble attempt at comic scenarios 
and the omnipresent “Italian" music 
that greases the action, there is no 


development of the characters or the 
plot nor is there a climax. Every scene 
just sails along clumsily bumping into 
the next. Before you know it, Dad is 
free and Cookie has shorn her black 
leather jacket for black stockings, a 
boyfriend and who knows? Maybe a 
life of love and crime. 

Thus, it seems that the point of 
the picture is to have dad and 
daughter somehow build a bridge 
over their troubled waters and learn 
to love and respect each other 
(though Dad hasn't helped out once 
in Cookie's whole life and Cookie is 
mostly an immature reprobate who 
likes Saturday morning cartoons and 
driving the limo onto the sidewalk). 
But what are such small details in a 
film about those passionate, crazy 
folk we call Italians? Nothing except 
that once again Hollywood creates an 
abyss where before there was nothing 
but teeming reality. ▼ 
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Music 


Prospecting the Park 



•women's music* or not (some of the 
weekend s acts could fall into that cat¬ 
egory, while many of the others abso¬ 
lutely could not), the weekend was 
Just one more example of the inherent 
contradictions in trying to define a 
woman’s space in musical perfor¬ 
mance. 

The first thing I noticed was how 
surprisingly segregated the weekend 
seemed to be. While I can surely 
appreciate that some musical styles nat¬ 
urally compliment each other, it was 
glaring that Friday night featured all 
white performers, while Saturday night 
featured all black performers. (I am 
neither familiar with the bands who 
performed Sunday, nor did I attend the 
show). This type of concert production 


I may have short hair, but I ain't no dyke 


by Victoria Starr 


Women, music Women in music 
Women's music. No matter how these 
two words arc associated, the images 
that come to mind seem to have a sort 
of knee-jerk narrowness to them. Let’s 
see, there’s the woman with the guitar 
who sings touchy-feely, earthy songs. 
There’s the sexy disco diva, and the 
skimpily clad rock bitch. There’s the 
back up singers, and the sixties style 
•girl group* (or eighties style if it's the 
Roches). And that Just about sums it 
up. Which is why it is with great 
curiosity that I watch the various ways 
in which people in the music industry 
deal with the concept of women mak¬ 
ing music. Last weekend was no 
exception. 

The scene is Prospect Park, home 
of the greatly appreciated Celebrate 
Brooklyn performing arts series, which 
boasts as being 'the longest running 
outdoor performing arts festival in 
New York City.* A scries of free per¬ 
formances that draw from the wide 
variety of cultural backgrounds, this 
series is, overall, a fine opportunity to 
sec a range of performers who may 
not fit so easily into the larger, more 
commercial music/dancc/performance 
art scene. The method is to have each 
weekend represent a different style of 
performance art, with themes ranging 
from a *Pop Music* weekend to 
Shakespeare, from ‘African-Caribbcan* 
to classical. This year's series included 
Native American Visions, and a vague¬ 
ly tilled Women's Festival. Starting to 
get the picture’ 

Notice the weekend was not 
called Women's Music, as I had origi¬ 
nally misread it to say. Not that it mat¬ 
tered, since I attended the show with 
the security of knowing that with a 
title like Women's Festival, nearly half 
of the Park Slope dyke population 
would show up anyway. But 


does little for inter-neighborhood rela¬ 
tions, a criticism which holds true for 
the entire series, despite the producers' 
attempt to cover all the bases. And 
while no law says that the series must 
embroil itself in the local political 
scene, a whole dialog could be drawn 
around the concept of publidy funded 
cultural activities, not to mention the 
questions around how to best use our 
limited public green spaces 

Enough said about the produc¬ 
tion of Celebrate Brooklyn, which is, 
above all, exciting. Less exciting, 
however, were Friday night's acts, as 
the evening's artists helped to drive 
lesbian visibility back a good decade 
or two. Again, this was not ‘women’s 
music (which has it's own very limit¬ 
ing focus at times), so there was no 
reason to expect to find anything les¬ 
bian about the show. There is, never- 


'STOP COMBING YOUR KAIRI’ Photo: Ana De Orbegoso 

Hattie Gossett 
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theless, (he simple fact that Park 
Slope has largest lesbian community 
on the last coast, a fact which made 
these woefully heterosexual (or 
extremely closeted) women very ner¬ 
vous. So much so, in fact, that the 
usually charming and cvcr-so-wjtty 
Christine Lavin felt compelled to 
reaffirm her involvement with men 
no less than three times during her 
set, and that's not even counting the 
lyrics to her songs. The second act, a 
comedy act inappropriately named 


Bad Attitudes, simply chose to ignore 
us, singing a parody about the 
sodomy laws as if they only affected 
gay men. On the other hand, the 
band should have been named Bad 
Taste, since nearly all of their humor 
was just that. Which means that by 
being ignored, we faired better than 
the ethnic groups they chose to por¬ 
tray. Add to this their macabre urge 
to tell violent children's stories, and 
it becomes frighteningly apparent 
what can happen to the minds of 


women who have been upper 
class housewives for too long. In 
keeping with the music/comcdy 
vein, I would have much preferred 
the sexually ambiguous trio Betty, 
or the hysterically feminist duo 
Cathy and Moc. But hey, I didn't 
produce the show. Besides, I 
knew that Sister Carol and Hattie 
Gossett, with her special guests 
Edwina Lee Tyler and Jacque 
Dupree, would more than make 
up for it on Saturday. ▼ 


Pricked up Ears and Dancin' Feet 


by Andetrie Smith 

Usually when black folks perform it means moving, 
dancing bodies. Racism has denied that it also means 
hcrslory/history: ourstory. As East German playwright 
Heiner Mueller said years ago that the reason he always 
read Black American literature was because it was the 
only American literature with a sense of history. The sec¬ 
ond night of Celebrate Brooklyn's "Women’s Festival" 
(8/26/89) was herstory and inations, with poet Hattie 
Gossett performing works from her newly-published 
Presenting Sister No Blues, and Reggae DJ Sister Carol, 
skanking the audience into ceremonial oneness. 

Before Ms. Gossett performed, she elaborated on 
the herstory of dreadlocks, explaining that they were an 
international phenomenon worn variously by the indige¬ 
nous peoples of the Amazon rain forest, of the West 
Indies, of New Zealand, as well as the Rastas. She then 
launched Dreadtock Office Temp/Labor Relations •5 
with its roots woman heroine who puts the ignorant, 
more bourgeois blacks, like those in the play The 
Colored Museum, to shame. "Just stop combing your hair 
she tell them." Echoing the character ten or eleven times 
loudly, we suspect that most of Hattie's spokeswimmin 
are herself. In the second poem, Bruddab the 
Dreadlocks Don't Belong to You, she quickly slides from 
hair freedom to wimmin freedom: "No, da wimmins 
don't belong to you." I remember hearing a Rasta broth¬ 
er sing: "First come woman then come man." Some peo¬ 
ple know their herstory. 

Gossett's chanting was inauspiciously backed up by 
musical greats: renowned African percussionist Edwina 
lee Tyler, Jacqui Dupree of the womanist duo Casselberry 
Dupree, drummer David Pleasant, and Craig Rivers on sax. 
With Lee on the balofonc, Dupree sang synchopatcd 
echoes to Gossett's lead. The set, which was produced by 
J Casselberry, was tight and polished, showing in Gossett’s 
work both technical virtuosity and a command of black 
oral presentation And we were even treated to Gossett's 
highly renowned rendition of the late Pat Parker’s 
Movement in Black 
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Books 


Getting Off 


Serious pleasures: lesbian 
erotic stories and poetry 
anthology by Sheba Feminist 
Press, $9.95 


by Jacquie Bishop 


"When tbey pick up oh e of the 
la render dtldoes and ash me what 
size tbey should gel, / turn to 
them look them directly Im tbe eye 
and ash them ‘well, bow many pa¬ 
gers do you Uhe Inside of you?" 
—former manager of Eve’s Garden 

A 

■ ood lesbian erotica is 

H J almost non existent when 
compared to the amount of 
bad lesbian erotica published on a 
regular basis. 

Good lesbian erotica is like a 
crush on a woman: it makes you 
squirm, it makes you wet, distracts you 
throughout the day while giving you 
fantasies to masturbate over at night 

Sheba Feminist Publisher's new 
book, Serious pleasure lesbian erotic 
stories and poetry, provides women 
with some of the best vanilla *jack-off 
material* since the first three copies 
of On Our Backs appeared in New 
York in 1986. The Sheba Collective 
gives its readers a roller-coaster ride 
of fast and furious fingers in our cunts 
(sorry girls no one makes a fist), *1 
remember how she'd fuck/me like a 
train/inexorably on & orvlike the can¬ 
nonball run...* IStorme Webber: tike 
a Train] and slow brazen seduction: a 
visiting college lecturer by a twentyish 
year old student: *111 seduce first then 
you can seduce next, just to keep it 
egalitarian* Dewelle Gomez: Water 
Wit* tbe Wine] 

We have freeze frame images 
of fingers, longues, legs, hair and 
breasts intertwined. We do not have 


bondage, S/M, boys or roles so we 
settle (although a little rough play¬ 
ing in Jewclle's White blower does 
whet the appetite). The Collective 
gives us the opportunity to read 
European lesbian writers unfamiliar 
to this reader I've learned that 
wanking is bopping 
(as per Cyndy Lau- 
per), and that 
anonymous sex is 
great whether it's 
happening in the 
Duchess 2 or in a 
rainstorm in an 
unfinished garden in 
the middle of a Lon¬ 
don Dormitory Com¬ 
plex. I was relieved 
to read that no mat¬ 
ter where you live 
not everyone is get¬ 
ting some and we 
are all taking drastic 
measures. In Ber¬ 
nadette Halprin's 
Box S2I7, the pro¬ 
tagonist docs what 
many of us are 
forced to do after 
months of not 
’doing it": check out 
the personals, reject 
the personals, read 
them again, realize 
there is no one that 
you're interested in 
but there might be 
someone interested 
in you so you send a 
personal. 

The characters 
are Black, white, tall, 
short, just a little 
plump and quite ath¬ 
letic-, some have 
accents, others have 
straight hair, nappy 
hair, green, blue and 
brown eyes. Some of 


the poetry is traditional (yes there is a 
feeling of women running through 
the lavender fields nude), while there 
is an instructional piece on how to 
seduce your lover into using a 
cucumber when you've forgotten 
Sm CFTTING OFF «a p«g« 74 
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Books 

Schoolboy Dreams 


IDOLS by Dennis Cooper. Amethyst Press $8.95 


by Gabriel Rotello 

A t a recent demo in Provlnoetown, a marcher carried 
a sign that read: ‘Legalize Butt Fucking." This 
prompted a stinging backlash from local lesbians 
and gays, during which a leader of the gay business guild 
told the press that what enraged him most about the sign 
was the fart that it spoke of legalizing anal intercourse 
without also mentioning condoms. 

That exchange bespoke much about the state of the 
erotic these days, where even the most basic political affir¬ 
mation of sexuality is often couched in hesitancy or fear or 
both; where desire becomes a political act, and we are 
asked to calculate the natural impulses that define us as 
gay men. 

It's therefore even more than usually refreshing to open 
Idols, Dennis Cooper's raucous, real, joyously raunchy and 
unapologetic paean to ageless teenage queer lust Cooper 
speaks as directly to erotic gay sensibilities as Cavafy, but 
his references are less Byzantine and more David Bowie 
Read these poems and be reminded of hot high school 
nights and that straight classmate you pined for at the 
prom: 

Cocks dldn t matter then 

It was ass we dreamed of, smooth as our ideas. 

Cooper is dear about his tastes as they existed when 
these poems were written, sometime between childhood 
and the age of AIDS. He transforms his personal assort¬ 
ment of teenage idols, hustlers and high school heros into 
the essences of a suburban erotic elite, and brings us will¬ 
ingly into his fantasies. Liking a certain direct style in his 
men: 

...hello spoken straight 
to a kiss, handshakes right to the 
body. 

he disdains restraint, saying of a sexually picky comrade: 

..My friend can wait if 
be wants to. I'm hungry and 1’U eat 

Cooper's voice would have none of Provincetown’s 
decorum. At one point he virtually interrupts a poem to 
exclaim: 


... *Fuckr 

A great word needs to be 
yelled 

But sexual freedom is less his point than sexual con¬ 
flict, particularly the conflict between his objectivization of 
young men's bodies versus his unrestrained romanticism, a 
romanticism that's as capable of hopeless crushes as a 
teenage girl's. He's ambiguous about the sexual excess of 
the 70s, saying of boys at the baths: 

..We stink 

to the lowest heavens, talk like dime-novels, 
and we eat from each other like cannibals, 
piss snob cannibals who’ll only eat caviar 

Yet he celebrates sex like a punk bacchante, and a 
sense of humor infects even his most self-absorbed musings 
Idols is a lyrical, musical, provocative book of verse. In 
an Author's Preface, Cooper writes that he penned these 
poems between the ages of 16 and 25, and that he's now 
"far away* from the feelings they express. Let's hope that if 
that’s true, there are other young poets who will be 
inspired by his poems to respond with honest, unre¬ 
strained voices of their own. We need them. ▼ 


MY TYPE 
for Mike Robarts 


Looking through some 
photos tonight, over 
five years of partners, 

1 see a long string of 
Mikes, ruddy and sane. 

headed guys each time. 

And when I haven't 
seen a resemblance 

I’ve held love 
at arm’s length, 

They look like his 
brothers or cousins. 

When Mike moved away 
he flew off to London, 
but I followed him 

my skin tattooed there 
with a cold warning, 
its mind as set as 

Danger's, says, Dennis 
plus Mike forever. 

into the subconscious, 
that most foreign land, 
using the map of 
his looks, warm and 
worn, to find dark- 

Dennis Cooper 
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BARNEY FRANK Iron p.g* 12 

dass madam, with several women he 
employed as bisexual prostitutes 

The giris turned to me and said, 
•You’re just like her,” Gobie told the 
Post That’s when I realized I was in 
the middle of a developing story that 
could be worth something someday. I 
told them, 'Don't be surprised if you 
see me on TV." 

Both of Washington’s major 
dailies have reported that Gobie first 
approached the Times with the story 
and then went to the Post and WUSA- 
TV with the story, seeking to sun *a 
bidding war* for 'a better offer.* Both 

Media 

Whore? 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA — On 
August 28, the Alexandria Common¬ 
wealth’s Attorney’s office stated dial it 
will seek the dismissal of charges 
against a former Washington political 
consulunt, the arrest of whom was 
aided by Steven Gobie. The state cited 
insufficient evidence as the reason. 

The law enforcement officials 
had previously sought to arrest the 
man on charges of soliciting sex 
from a 13-year-old girl, based on a 
conversation between the man and 
Gobie. 

— Cliff ONeiU 


Gobie and die Times deny any money 
changed hands. 

Gobie has now returned to his 
apartment in the predominantly gay 
Dupont Circle neighborhood and is 
reportedly writing his story. 

*1 think I’ll just slap a book 
together,* he told the Post ‘{Mayflow¬ 
er Madam ) Sydney Biddle Barrows 
made in excess of a million. I thought 
Capitol Offenses would be a nice tide.* 

Gobie is still advertising his ‘mas¬ 
sage* services in the latest edition of 
the CilyPaper, a local alternative 
weekly. 

The ad reads. TOTAL PLEASURE 
— full body massage will make you 
feel it. Young, handsome masseur 
avail, by appt. Greg.* But the photic 
number listed is no longer in service, 
and the new number is unlisted. ▼ 


IRS ceatiaaMi tram pagall 

Ultimately the federal lax code 
issue, and with it perhaps the fate of 
domestic partner legislation in this 
country, must be decided in Washing¬ 
ton DC The House Ways and Means 
Committee is now examining several 
proposals to change or delete por¬ 
tions of the new tax code that have a 
profound impact on how domestic 
partner legislation and private sector 
benefits may fare. But no one is spec¬ 
ulating about what the outcome in the 
committee is likely to be. 

An aide to Rep. Dan Ros- 


OUT TAKES hem Mfl* 29 

11th International Conference of Gay 
and Lesbian Jews. Many conference 
participants belong to congregations 
affiliated with the World Congress of 
Gay and Lesbian Jewish Organizations. 

Acceptance of homosexuality 
varies widely within the various 
branches of Judaism, organizers said. 
Orthodox Jews arc currently consid¬ 
ered ’unapproachable* on the issue, 
while conservative, reform and recon¬ 
structionist congregations exhibit 
varying degrees of acceptance of gay 
and lesbian people. 

The reconstructionist and reform 
movements have ordained openly gay 
rabbis, according to conference co¬ 
chair Norman Sandficld of Chicago's 
Congregation Or Chadash. 

There arc so many rabbis that 
are coming out on our side,* Sand- 
field said, ‘that like in the gay 
movement in general, there is very 
positive change.* 


tenkowski (D-IL), who chairs the 
committee, said, *Ifs very controver¬ 
sial and unsettled. Anyone trying to 
predict what’s going to happen with 
the new tax code is just making a 
wild guess at this point. There arc 
lots of political pressures on both 
sides of the issue.* 

In the meantime, the new Octo¬ 
ber 1 tax code regulations may have 
provided fundamentalist and conserva¬ 
tive opponents of domestic partner 
laws with their most potent fiscal argu¬ 
ment yet against such legislation.^ 

—filedfrom San Francisco 


Sandficld said gay Jews experi¬ 
ence significant emotional overlap 
between their being lesbian or gay 
and being Jewish. ’Beatings, hatred, 
misunderstanding, the Holocaust, dis¬ 
crimination—all of those issues you 
could substitute the word ’gay’ or ’les¬ 
bian' without changing any of the rest 
of the language,* he said. 

Although religion plays a signifi¬ 
cant role in the lives of many who 
attend the annual conference, orga¬ 
nizers acknowledged that for many 
gay/lesbian Jews, the primary identifi¬ 
cation with their Jewishness to on a 
sociocultural level. 

Among those providing entertain¬ 
ment during the conference was Jewish 
leather-dyke, comic-singer Lynn Lavner. 

*1 think that if there was ever an 
audience that to cut out for me,* Lavn¬ 
er said, this to the one. We have so 
much in common that it’s like a home¬ 
coming for me when I play for gay 
and lesbian Jews.* —Rex Wockner 
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Obituaries 



Nathan Kolodner, 

Past President GMHC 

Nathan K. Kolodner, a volunteer. 
Board member and past President of 
the Board of Directors of the Gay 
Men's Health Crisis, died of A1DS- 
rclatcd causes at his home on Mon¬ 
day, August 28, 1989- He was 38 
years-old. 

Starting as a volunteer at GMHC 
in 1983, Mr. Kolodner became a tire¬ 
less advocate for people with AIDS. 
He used his experience as a leading 
art dealer and Director of the Andre 
Emmerich Gallery to organize an art 
auction at Sotheby’s, an event that 
was the world’s first million dollar 
AIDS fundraiser. 

In 1986, Mr. Kolodner became 
President of GMHC’s Board, and 
helped to oversee the growth and 
diversification of the agency’s pro¬ 
grams. He focused political efforts on 
building a coalition of AIDS organiza¬ 
tions. *Wc mast stand strongly united 
as one force so that public officials can 
understand the strength of the whole 
AIDS community,* he once said 

Mr. Kolodner also presided over 
an expansion plan that culminated in 
the agency's purchase, renovation and 
move into its present six-story head¬ 
quarters. 'Wfc’vc had to accept what 
wc could not accept early on—that 
AIDS is here for a while. The building 


is a hard pill to 
swallow. But we’ve 
made a commit¬ 
ment to be there for 
people with AIDS 
and I'm proud that 
GMHC will be here 
for anyone who 
needs it, now and 
in the future,* he 
said upon its open¬ 
ing. 

•Nathan epito¬ 
mized the very best 
qualities that 
humankind can 
offer,* said GMHC’s 
Board President, 
joy Tomchin. "His dedication, selfless¬ 
ness and understanding were inspira¬ 
tional to all who worked with him. 
We needed a hero and he was ours." 

[Mr. Kolodner’s career of volun- 
tcerism and good works began early 
in his life. As a student at the Balti¬ 
more Friends School he was awarded 
the Forbrush Award for Humanitarian- 
ism. He went on to graduate magna 
cum laude form Brandcis in 1972 with 
departmental honors in sociology, and 
did graduate work at New York Uni¬ 
versity in 1974 in sociology and fine 
arts.] He began work at the Andre 
Emmerich Gallery 15 years ago and 
for the past 10 years has served as the 
gallery’s director, representing such 
artists as David Hockney, Al Held and 
Helen Frankcnthalcr, among others. 

Mr. Kolodner was also a member 
of the Board of PS 1 (The Institute of 
Art and Urban Design). He received 
numerous awards, among them the 
National AIDS Network ‘Americans 
Who Care* award in 1987, presented 
at the French Embassy in Washington, 
D.C; and the Samuel and May Rudin 
Community Service Award in New 
York City in June 1989. 

lie is survived by his lover, Rene 
Amrcin, his mother, Feme, his broth¬ 
ers, Kirk and Kenneth, and his grand¬ 
mother, Rose Kandd. 

Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Gay Men's Health Crisis. 
A memorial service will be held next 
month in New York. ▼ 


-▼ 

Eric Bemisderfer, 

Artist 

Eric Bemisderfer, an artist who 
worked as preparator on numerous 
museum exhibitions, died June 26 in 
his apartment in Brooklyn of AIDS- 
related complications. He was 29- 

Bemisderfer had been an art 
preparator at the Solomon R. Guggen¬ 
heim Museum. In 1983 he was 
appointed assistant registrar and 
proparator at the New Museum of 
Contemporary Art, and insulted the 
American Pavilion for the 1984 Venice 
Biennale. He had also installed the 
Jasper Johns exhibition at the last 
Nfcniec Bcicnnalc. 

During the past decade he had 
shown his work at the Now Gallery, 
Public Image Gallery, the Wall 
Gallery, the Emerging Collector and, 
most recently, at the E.M. Donohue 
Gallery. The Fusion Arts folio, to 
which he contributed, was acquired 



by the Museum of Modern Art, the 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 
and the Whitney Museum of Ameri¬ 
can Art. He is survived by his parents 
Robert and Alice Bemisderfer. broth¬ 
ers Tim and Kurt and sisters Evelyn 
and Jennifer. 

A memorial service called *A Cel¬ 
ebration of Life* will be held Thurs¬ 
day, Sept 14, 7 p.m. at Friends 
Meeting House in Manhattan, 219 E. 
15th St. and Rutherford Place. Video¬ 
tapes of the artist will be shown, and 
refreshments will be served. 

Contributions in his name may 
be made to HEM, P.O. Box 1103, Old 
V, NY 10113. ▼ 
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 


For information on listing your 
non-profit organization, call Tom Eubanks at 685-5277. 


AJOS CENTER Of QUEENS COUNTY 
SOCIAL SERVICES*£OUCAT!ON*BUODIf S 
COUNSEL HG* SUPPORT GROUPS 
Voluntear Opportunities 
(TIB 886-2S00(vo**) (TIB 89629^00) 


THE (UNO FOR HUMAN OICWTY 
National Cay and lesbian Cnua Una 
•AIDS «0(r -l-ROO-SOS-GAyS 
Educational Raaourca Center; Poaiciva Images 
Midi Cantar. NY State Ana Program 
666 Broadway Suns 410 NYC. NY 10012 
(212)629-1600 


LESBIAN ANO CAY RIGHTS PROJECT 
odttta 

Amancan Crril liberties (Men 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS,WE RE EXPANDING THEM 

(212) 944-9000. axt 545 


LESBIANS ANO GAYS OF HATBUSH 


(AIDS Coalrhon to Unleash Powar) 

496A Hudaon Straat, Suds G4 NYC 10014 
(2I2MBIII4 

A dnaraa. non partisan group oI individualsunited 
m sngar and eommttad to diract action to and tha 
AIDS crlala. Ganaral maotinga Mon nights T » at 
tha Community Cantar. 208 W 13th 


BAR ASSOCIATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
LawyaraRafarral 

Sarvica for tha Laabian and Gay Community 
FuR Rang* of Lagal Sarvicoa 
012)458 4873 


BAR ASSOCIATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
Fraa Walk In Lagal Clinic Tuaaday M pm 
Laotian and Gay Community Cantar 
Ground Floor 


BODY POSITIVE 

I* you or your lorar haa taatad H(V», 
wa altar aupport groups, aaminara. public forum*, 
ralaranca library, rtfarraia, aocial actMtioa and up- 
to- data national monthly, THE BODY POSITIVE* 
(StVyaar). 

(212)633-1782 

2096 Broadway. Suita 306. NYC. NY 10023 


CONGREGATION BETH SIMCHATTORAH 
NY a Gay and Laabian Synagogua Sancaa 
Friday at tSQpm 62 Bathuna Straat 
For info, call: (212)929 9498 


EDGE 

For tha phyaicaOy dUabiad Laabian 
and Gay Community 
P0. Box 306 Vdlaga Station 
Naw York. NY 10014 
(212)908-1821 


FRONT RUNNERS 

A running club lor laabian and gay athtetea cd all 
abdtiaa. 

Fun Runa ol I -6 milaa haM ayary Sat. at 10am 
and Wad* at 7pm in Cantral Parti and auary Tuaa 
at 7pm in Proapact Parti 
For information: caR 012)724-9700 


GIAA0 

Gay 8 Laabian Allianct Apainat Oatamatian 

90 Varick Straat NYC 10013 
(212)966-1700 GLAA0 


Brooklyn a aocial organization for both gay man 

and laabiana. 

P0 Boa 106. Midwood Station 
Brooklyn. NY 11230 
(718 RS8 9437 


by promoting viubility of lha laabian and gay 
community and organizing grata root* raaponaa to 
public anti-gay bigotry. 


Caltho 

GAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS H0TUNE 

FOR INFORMATION ON SAFER SEX ANO HIV-REUTEO 
HEALTH SERVICES. AND FOR INFORMATION ON ONE- 
TME. WALK-IN AIDS COUNSELING SERVICES 
212-M7-48U 
212-4467479 (TOO! 

MO V-FRI 1030 a m. to 900 pm. 

SAT. 1260 to 300 p.u 


HEAL 

Haaltti Education AlOSUaiaoa 
WaakFy Mo and aupport group lor traatmanu lor 
AI0S which do not compromiao lha immuna ayatam 
lurthar. including akarnatwa and hokitic 


NATIONAL GAY ANO USB IAN TASK FORCE 

ia tha national grataroou political organization lor 
laabiana and gay man Mambarahip ia SSOYtar 
laaua oriantad project* addrasa violence. aodomy 
low*. AI0S. gay righia ordinance*. lamibaa, madia, 
ate. through lobbying, education, organizing and 
diract action 

NGLTF 1917 U Straat NW, Waahington. DC 20008 
002)332-6493 


NORTHERN LIGHTS ALTERNATIVES 

Improving Quality ol Lift lor 
Peopla with AIDS7HIV. 

THE AIDS MASTERY WORKSHOP: Exploring th* 
possibilities of a power!ul and craativa Ida in tha 
iKt of AIDS. 

Cal Jack Godby (2I8SS7-R747 


NYC CAY 8 U SR IAN ANTI-VH)l£NCE PROJECT 


Wad 8pm 201 Watll 3th Street 

12121674-HOPE 


HETRICK MARTIN INSTITUTE 
for laobian and gay youth Counsatng. drop-in 
ctntor (M-F, 3-6pm|. rap group*. Harvay Milk High 
School. AI0S and taler tax information. 
ralarraU. profaaaiontl education 
(2121633-RS20fvoical 
OI2) 433 9829 TTY (or deal 


LAMB DA LEGAL DEFENSE ANO EDUCATION FUND 
Precedent tatting Uigttion nationwide lor 
laabiana, gay man and poopia with AIDS. 
Mambarahip |S36 and up) mdudaa nawtlattar and 
invitetiona to apocial avantt Voluntoor night on 
Thursday*. Intake calr 2-4pm Mon thru Fri 
1212)986-RS86 


LESBIAN ANO CAY COMMUNITY SERVICES 
CENTER 

208 Waal 13th Streat Naw York. NY 10011 
1212)620-7310 9am-1lpm everyday 
A place (or community organizing and networking, 
aocial sarvicoa. cultural program*, and aocial 
•vents sponsored by tha Center tnd more than 1 SO 
community organization* 


Counseling, advocacy, and Mormtbon lor 
survivor* of arti-gay tnd antirtasbian violence. 
**»u*i assault, domestic wolanca. snd other types 
of victimization. AR tarvicai free and confidential 
24 hour hotiint (212) B77-0107 


PEOPLE WITH AIDS C0ALTTI0N 

(212)632-0290 
Hotlina (212) 532 0561 
Monday thru Friday 10*m-6pm 
Meal program*, support group*, educational and 
r*f*rr*l services lor PWA a and PWArc's 


SAGE 

Senior Action ia a Cay Enviruiunant 
Social Sarvk* Agancy providing car*. scMia*. 
and aducational service* (or gay 8 lesbian senior 
edit on*. Also serving over 190 homebound seniors 
•nd older PWA t. 

206 West 13th Si NYC 10011 
(212)741-2247 


ULSTER COUNTY GAY AND US8IAN ALLIANCE 
Meets first and third Monday of each month 
at 730 pm otthe Unitarian Church on SswkiR 
Rood in Kingston 
For information, cal (914)626 3203 



OutWeek Classifieds as low as $15/week. Order Form on Page 68. 


ANSWERING SERVICES 

NYC'S FINEST 
CALI FORWARD 
ANSWERING SERVICE 


APARTMENT CLEANING 


CASTLE CARE. INC. 
Apartment & Office Cleaning. 

Gay Owned. Reliable. 

We are available 7 days and evenings. 
CALL (212) 807-8739 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


LOFTS-LIVE/WORK 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


1STAVE6TH&7THST Studio & 1BR 

FROM $850/mo. 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


2BRS1300MO 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


3RO AVE BROWNSTONE/RENT STAB 
Track Lighting 

Expos brick $695/mo. 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


3WE W 


ELEVDRMN $1200/mo. 

Village Renicrs (212) 219-3772 

BLEECKER ANO CHRISTOPHER 

All new 1 8R Apts 

S950/mo. 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


APARTMENT SHARE 


BR0A0WAY AND BLEECKER HUGE 

LOFT S2000/mo. 

Village Reniers (212)219-3772 


BROADWAY AND HOUSTON 120Osq»t 

RentStabl $1350/mo. 

Village Renters (212) 219-3772 


FROM $1250/MONTH 

Village Renters (212) 219-3772 


1300sq.ft. $1200/M0NTH 

Village Renters (212) 219-3772 


EAST VILLAGE Studio $675, 1 BR 
$850 

2BR $1200,3BR $1700/M0 I 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


Apartment for rent 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


7th West Christopher Street 

4RM $1375 MO 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


LUX APTS 

Studios I & 2 BRs 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


Your very own room in a sunny. 2 BR 
apartment on the Upper West Side 
Near subways, parks, and 167 Chinese 
restaurants GM to share with GM or F 
Roof rights S500/month ♦ 1 month 
security. Available September 1. No 
smoking, dogs. Republicans. 662-9330. 
leave message. 


NORTHPORT VILLAGE 

Share apartment w/ one other gay 
male. (Irving room, kitchen, bath), own 
bedroom, one block to beach, situated 
in village with everything. 2 miles to 
LIRR Available immediately. S45<Vmo. 
plus 172 electric Call Joe: 5167764-4996 


MEN & BONDAGE? 

Swap experiences and fantasies. 
Watch or take pan in demos learn the 
ropes with experts and novices. Write 
for info: 

NYBC. P.0 Box 457. Midtown Station. 
NY. NY 10018 

CONTRACTORS 


RAT f. LAN ii^y im 


Gramercy Park All New 

Studios. 1.2 BR $800-$1500mo 

Village Renters (212) 219-3772 


3 RMS ONLY $1300 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 1 


FPLC 1 BR APT S1100/MONTH 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


FPLC. 2BR S1600/MONTH 

Village Renters (212)219-3772 


2BR $1550/MONTH 

Village Renters (2121 219-3772 


ELECTROLYSIS 

>. LAMBDA ELECTROLYSIS >. 

Permanent Hair Removal 
Men/Women* TV/TS s • All Methods 
Computer Aided • Stenle Comfcbons 
By Physicians' Aid 

14 Years Experience • Sliding Scale Fee 
Licensed and Board Certified 
(7181937-3389 


Classifieds Continue 
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BODY BY SERGE 

Shaping • Body Building • Toning 
Mao. Woman, and Couples • One-on- 
Ona • Professional Trainar • Fro* 
Waighti • Fully Equipped Pnv.t. Gym 

Spacialihng with Working Out With 
Baginnar* 

Homo and Office Cali 
SERIOUS MINDED ONLY 
|J12) 675-1179 


EATING AWARENESS TRAINING: 
The anawer to die puttie about eating. 
Eliminate your weight/aating problem 
forever. 

(212) 929-0661. 


Powerful steel and walnut beam wel 
sculpture by Dean Bowman. 
Masculine to the max. For viewing 
appl call Alan at Male-space. (212) 
325-4420. 

LATEST POSTERS 
Of the World's Sexiest Men— Just 
S3.98 each or 4 for SI 1 981 Sa nd J2 
(deductible from first order) for a 79- 
poster catalog 
Posters By Mail, 

P.0. Box 22564-0. 

St Louis. MO 63147-0684. 

HELP WANTED 


ANSWERING SERVICE 

Gay-owned ana se«v seeks responsible, 
sociable phone person 96 2Vhr to Stan 
Please cel Birabrth at (212) 645-3635 


COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
Hwn Right* Campaign Fend, largest 

national lesbian and gay political 
organitation. Extensive professional 
media relations experience, including 
press and radio/TV communications, 
press inquiries end conferences, story 
placement and newt releases Strong 
writing, editing skills. Newsletter, internal 
publications Good speech sUls. grasp ol 
gay/lesbian and AIDS issues. Salary 
commensurate with experience. 
Resumes by Sept IS to: 

HRCF, 101214th Street NW. 
Washington.DC 20005 
AttnTen McFeefey 

Women and people of color strongly 
encouraged to apply 


0IRECT0R OF CLIENT SERVICES 
Client intake and assessment, cate 
management dinical supervision, quality 
assurance reviews, liaison to social 
service agencies for smal community- 
bated organisation serving survivors of 
violent crime MSW preferred Salary 
S30-S35 K plus benefits. Send cover letter 
and resume to: 

Executive Director, 

NYC Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence 
Project 

206 W13*i St NY. NY 10011 
Women and persons of color encouraged 
to apply 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
OutWfk needs an organised, 
conscientious, detail-oriented assistant 
to provide clerical support to publisher 
Ability to operate independently, tee 
projects through to finish essential 
60WPM typing. WP. filing Salary . 
benefits Please send resume to 
OutWtek 

77 Lexington Ave. Suite 200 
New York, NY 10010 

ATT: Mr Scott (E0E) 


CIRCULATION MANAGER 
OutWeek is hiring a 
eirculation/dist/ibution manager 
Experience in marketing end promotions 
a plus. Salary ♦ benefits Please send 
retime toe 

OutWeek 

77 Lexington Avenue. Suite 200 
New York NY 10010 
ATT: Mr. Scott (EOE) 


OutWeek Personals | 
P.12.680.0398 


DISTINCTIVE DECO APARTMENTS 
Fidly renovated apartments in the art 
deco district of Miami Beach. Perfect 
full-time residences or the best in 
affordable second homes 
VINTAGE Properties. 

1520 Euclid Avenue 
Miami Beach. FL33139. 

(305) 534-1424 


EAST VILLAGE 
11TM STREET/AVENUE A 

Beautiful, newly renovated 2BR coop., 
lots of light $160,000 Maintenance: 
S471. Call Tony Crebetul. Walscott Co. 

(212)460-9999 Re$.(212) 420-8001. 


HATE BROKERS? 

At last there’s an understanding, 
qualified real estate professional who 
will help you buy or sell your 
Manhattan co-op or condo. I have 
1000's of apartments and 1000's of 
customers 

Please call Phillip (212) 308-0670. 

Leave message. 


SERVING THE GAY COMMUNITY OF 
MANHATTAN 

Buying. Selling Real Estate. 

Call Tony Czebatul. 
(212)460-9999 
WALSCOTT CO. 

THERAPY 


COMPASSIONATE. CARING 
THERAPIST 

Supportive individual & couple therapy 
by institute-trained licensed 
psychotherapist 

Help with relationships, gay identity, 
dealing with your family, and life in the 
age of AIOS. Sliding fees. 

ARI FRI0KIS. C S.W. (212)749-8541 


SERIOUS THERAPY FOR MEN 

Leading expert on Gay Male identity, 
sexuality, and relationship issues. 
Affiliated with major NY research 
hospital Stress and psycho-physical 
training. Or James A. Serafim. Ph. 0. 
(212)677-3119 

^Individual Couplt 'N 

Family Group 

Gotham 

Psychotherapy 

Associates 

■ 4 . 11 . 

Insurance 

Short 8 Long Term Therapy 
N Y Stale Certified 

l 212/903-4033 J 
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range ol skill! and 
interests. reasonably 
•uccaiatui. loti ol 
good friand* bol cur- 
renBy without the cap¬ 
tions. mat tpaciai 
someone. Soaking a 


building a natt. Loft 
start communicating 

and taa whara It 
laadt. Our»»»lt Bom 


BARK LIKE A DOG 
GWM. 34. who bar** 
Ifce a dog on ail tour* 
and salt from a dog't 
dish. Sand phona 
numbor. PO Bo* 286 
NYC 10002. 

FANTASY? 

I want 2 B crazy in 
lova. fm tall. dark, 
handtoma. smart, 
good gymbody So 
what's tha problam? 
fm 52 In an anclant. 
dry relationship and 
have a fetish for vary 
snrecrve man with no 
laoal hav. II you'ra 25- 
40. Into SS sans pop- 
part and you've 
always wanted a PIT 
Daddy. sand 

photo/phone to Bo* 
1114 Old Chaitsa 
Station. Now York. NY 
10011. 


lsoonbyanrWM.44. 

B'l*. cosmopolitan 
showbiz sxecutlve. 
Saak W/M. 23 29 
(tailor than 5'B*). 
claan-thavan, good 
body/mind. Graduats 
students, actors, pro- 
lattionals-ollar din- 
nars. Broadway 
shows, ihsatro Expact 
truth. Sax (tala) 


ay- not pain. Good 
with baglnntrt Box 
1316 FDR Station, 
NYC 101 SO Saak fim 
guys only 

GUPPIE 

26 yaar old GWM 
attamptlng to llva tha 
yuppla iila sty la. 6*2*. 
175. blondlth hair, 
baard and moustacha 
Non smoker. haalthy. 
m snaps Considarad 
to ba good- looking, 
romantc. ttabla. pro¬ 
fessional, Seaton GM. 
26-40 with similar 
quallBee tor quiet dm 
nars. movlat. 
ate Plaasa sand let- 
tar Including photo and 
phona numbar. 
Outwoo* Box 1152 

WANTS 

PATRONCHUM 

Aging wntar, hairy, 


patron/provtder/stot in 
aienanga lor grudging 
aflacbon. kmky vantia 
sax. and gllmpsat ol 
immortality PO. Bo* 


PATIENTLY 
waiting lor a GWM. 
35-49. attractiva. edu- 
e a t a d 
prolattlonal/axacu- 
tlva, tanout about 
commitmant. Intro- 
tpactlva but tun-loving 
with a good sansa ol 
humor, and who actu¬ 
ally has ttma in his 


I'm a GWM. 43. 
br/haz. 5'10*. 150, 
glassas. gd-lking. 
•meltgent. profess-om 


togsmar guy lor tnand- 
sh« and hm and sarv 
suous timas. POB 
204*9, NYC 10025 

24 YEAR OLD ORAO 
STUDENT 

into Shakaspaara. 
music, and politics- 
tasks tnarvd tor wee*- 
and blka trips. Sand 
tattar and phona a to 
OutWtohBoM 1133. 

MUSCLE MANIA 

Horny WM BB. 34. 
ST, 155*. 44c 33w , 
I6a..hnd»m. hlthy A 
bull Ida a brick aaaks 
BB buddws ter srs. Bi- 
play and body wor¬ 
ship. Ph/ph to Bo* 


BOOYBLHLDCR 
S'10', 195. 42. 

49c J3w,.17a. soaks 
oihar muscle studs 
buJt kka ms or bailor 
lor hot musda action 
Phoio appreciated 
Rick. 496A Hudson 
SK24, NYC 10014. 

GWM. ITALIAN. 2B 

Good-looking, nfco 
guy looking to maka 
friends. Llva on LJ.. 
work on WU St Want 
to maat othar nlca 
guys who ara imereti 
ad In a slncara. dts- 
craat and earing 
friendship, lunchas. 
dinners, movies, 
walks, hanging out. or 
Just doing nothing 
together Would ke 10 
hoar bom a*-any ago. 
race Mamed, bi o k 
too. Wr.te with photo 
and phona- you've gol 
nothing to Iota-pen¬ 
pals o k P.O. Bo* 493 
Waa St. Station, New 
York. NY 10266 

TWO HOT OUV9I 

Good-looking whlto 
•op, 33, big cut r»i 6 
bottom. 29. amooth 
wild ass looking tor 2 


moustacha, seeking a 
similar GWM. Sand 
me your photo, phono 
numbor and a latter 
ta*ng me about your- 
sah-and ouOning your 
maator plan to maka 
me really slngl Reply 
to JNP. PO Box 39. 


of any race 1 am 35. 
S‘10 t IT. long brown 
hair. I like part. aru. 
Ideas, talking, books, 
gym. Writs with pfvpn 
to David. POB 291, 
NYC, 10011 

BRIGHT. BLUE-EYED 
Haalthy. aflectionate 
GM, 47. S'10 1/2*. 
160. anxious to maat 
other mm GM interest 


humor. Balding, o k. 
Sand toner, phona and 
photo (If possible). 
OUftvee* Sax 1100 

EVERY INCH A MAN 
with extra inches 
whara it counts, plus 
hunky, hairy chest, 
magic mpa. solid 6’. 
1*5 lbs , vary young 
44. Hot. hdsm big 
brother/ top pal/ pro¬ 
tector/ defender' res 
euer/ laaehe*/ lover 6 
more. Saak special 
guy 20-38 to share 
ilia, laughs, hugs, 
NYC fsntaslas plus 
waterfront dream- 
houee. Go 4 It w/bo«i 
latter 6 picture: POB 
1164 NYC. 10159. 
(OK-ao I'm choosy, 
but SO ARE YOU!) 


5’5*. ISO lbs., good 
tace and body, brown 
hair-balding, brown 
eyoi, HIV*, creative 
bright healthy as* 
Hava usually bean a 
bottom but donft haw 
to be Drug and Mco- 
hol freo-except 
cigarettes and coke# I 
am looking tor an in tel 
kgent. maacuSne man- 
30 to whatever-lor dat¬ 
ing and romance. No 
drugs or heavy 
drinkers. Photo or 
honsst Owwea* Bom 


Handsome in an Our 
Town kind of way. 
Saaks open, commn- 


sings in the shower 
For the long haul 
Otuwaa* Bom 1107 

GAY BLACK HALS 

35. fflf teaks GM tor 
poss<bto relationship 
Seeking honesty, sin¬ 
cerity and commit¬ 
mant Interests ara 
varied Please only 
serious raphes Writs 
»OufMtee*8oxini 


M. ton-lot ng. gener¬ 
ous. bi ooastto GWM. 
40. SO". 155 lbs.. In 
shape. Saaks relation¬ 
ship with a smooth, 
sexy younger guy (IB- 


one who likes travel, 
tha arta. tha Qym, 
whatever life has to 












































EXHIBITIONISTS 

GWM, photograph*! 
leaking man who kka 
» show ofl and pot* 
<or nod* photo* F**t 
paid S*nd nod* tnap- 
thot* and don't ba 
thy. NATIONWIDE, 
rm wad-hung and gor- 
gaout Box 294. 
Franklin Park. NJ 
06823 

FEMME OF CENTER 

GWF. 47: Guinavara 

aaaka Lasbian 

L*ne*iot to bring ma 
dragort to play with. 
Ar* you butch ol oen 
ttr non-tmofcav/drugs? 
Lov* animal*? I will 
tntw*r at responses 
ObftvM* Sox 1114 

COMPANIONSHIP 

GWM. 34. 5'H*. 160. 
brown hair. ay*t. 


Enjoy moviat, mut* 
umt. thowt. prof, 
tportt. music. natur*. 
nattag*. t*x. No 
tint* for *gotittlcal 
people. Don't cara if 
you’re muteular or In 
shape Pr*far moutt. 
30-60. but not nec 
R*ply Hr /photo Pt*at* 
don't r*tpond If not 
landing photo. P.O. 
Box 269. 70-A 

Gr*«nw*ch Av* N*w 
York. NV 10011. 

MANHATTANITE, 

B/WM. 2l.rmd*an- 
thav*n, **ntual. 
w/full*r hair. Int*r*ttt 
ttill bane 4 now 
(punk/R8B/rock, th* 
Villas*, occat. x- 
dr*tt) t**king vary 
tlmilar guyt (mainly 
white/Oriemal) from 
16-23 w/naiural look* 
not to melt-ish Non- 
«mok*r/non-addict 
h«lp*. A latter and 
photo from you could 
tpark a good friend- 
thip for ttart*ra. 
OUIWM* Sox 1126 


FRIENDS WANTEO 

W* ar* two German 
boyfriend* m th* tat* 
217*. with many Intar- 
•*t*. handtom*. »m#n 
and uneomplleat*d. 
W* ar* looking for 
new triand* in th* ag* 
b*tw**n 25 35 year* 
New York ar*a pre¬ 
ferred. We live m the 
southern pan of W*»t 
Germany. Pleat* reply 
with photo to: Peter K. 
Siebold. P.O. Box 
1503, D- 7012 
Fellbach. Wait 

METAPHYSICS? 
•th material? GWM. 
6'2\ 165. cute, br/bl. 
29. *eek* fair-haired 
peer int in tame, ptut 
art. police*. tun.E.Vil. 
left create a reality 
together. w/mu»ic. 
PtVph, plea** Bruce 
all aniwered. 

Cu/ww* Sox 1128 

UNCUT DOCKERS 
GWM 39. Sr, looking 
for large overhang to 
accept my (at r tool I 
am not a body buNter 
and you need not be 
one eWier If you want 
your foreakln wor- 


interetted in tincara. 
loving relatlonthip 
(platonic or otherwiae) 
with GWM wed-versad 


active participant in 
th# Joy* and *orrow* 
ol moti of the 20th 
Century Short bo and 
optional photo would 
be real nice. Cheerio 
OlilWeg* Sox 1130 


HIV. BOTTOM 
Attracove GWM. 33. 
Br/Br. tlim. glasses 
Seek*: Dominant, 
handsome GWM, 28 
40. who can satisfy the 
tantatle* I have alone 
at night. Mutt be 
•mart, financially 
•ecure and not upnght 
about hit or my anti¬ 
body ttatu*. 

Compamonthip and 
more detired. Let** 
explore together 
Ourwee* Sox 1131 


GWM, 31 yr.. 5*7*. 
chunky, browrvgreen, 
ItaliarvGerman bottom, 
tired of aA B S, bar*, 
game*, etc kkat out¬ 
door*. quiet night* and 
good convertation- 
teeki xitakigent, a"*c 
tionate, goodlooking 
man between 25 6 35 
yr*. with tame inter- 
ett* for triendahip 6 
possible relationship 
Seriou* pleat* only 
reply- Call John 
(914)986-1523 
Sunday-Thuraday. 
Afler 8p m. only. 


30 s I'm 30 *. lanky 
and hung. If you're 
anraetrve. hung, verbal 
and ready, tend 
photo/phone to P.O 
Box 150. Prlnea 
Staton. NYC 10012. 

NIPPLES 
AND PECS 

GWM. 40. 5'8", 200 
lb*., extremely oral 


Sand photo and 
phone: Box 20446 
London Terrace 
Staton. New York. NY 
10011. My hot. wet 
mouth it waiting for 


A FINE CATCH 
and ttill not hooked. 
Cleancut GWM. 
32.5*10*. 145, devel¬ 
oped mind and body, 
luaty and luttful yet 
warm and earing, mat- 
culm* not elotatad. 
teekt lattmg compan- 
ionthip. Photorphone 
to OurWW* Sox 113*. 

GWM, WASP, 26 

160 lb*.. 5*11*. Bl-'Bl. 
healthy, matculine. 
well-built, looking for 
young, muteular (16- 
26) guy* for hot safe- 
tex (condom*) I like 
to be both dominant 
and submissive Face- 
lucking. role-playing, 
butt fucking, ler* get it 
onl Alto into three- 
tome*. light bondage, 
trying new clung* No 
drug*, no pain Send 
note about yourtelf: 
photo appreciated In- 
*h*pe and young nec¬ 
essary OurWee* Sox 
1135 

SERIOUS 

MOONLIGHT 

GM. 36. 6'. 145. in 
thape, attractive, cre¬ 
ative. monog. radical 
teekt non-smoker for 
wild romance. Lert 
howl PO Box 12S1. 
Canal Street Station, 
New York. NY 10013 

NEED A SPANKING? 

Attractive guy. 43. 6*. 
160 lb*., will put you 
acrott hit knee, pun 
down your pantt-and 
underpant• - - and 
tpank yopur bare bot 
tom «l you promise to 
behave. Am Into fanta¬ 
sy-not pain. Good 
with beginner* Box 

1316 FDR Station. 
NYC 10150 Seek tnm 
guyt only 


hotel Suit* Send note 
and SASE P.O Box 
66S3 FOR. NY, NY 
10150 

SUBMISSIVE. 

HEALTHY 

GWM. 170 lbs , 6 ft I 
want to be your putty 
Especialty big. mute 
men, Age and look* 
unimportant. P.O. Box 
1075 Cooper Station. 
NYC 10276. 

QUIRKY LESBIAN 

GWF. 27, would like to 
meet very bright, funny 
woman who possess 
at natural femininity. 
Older women, pleat* 
don't be thy Please 
tend photo, not 
because rm padty but 
because I thoroughly 
enjoy fotos ol folks I 


fascinated by that 
which it traditionally 
considered boring, ie 
staring at the ceiling, 
reading phone books, 
calling pre-recorded 
messages and dialing 
international opera¬ 
tor*. Loathed When 
Harry Me/ 

Sa/fy . ..Write to 
OufWIee* Box 1151 

TOP GUN 

Boy wanted 16-25 by 
GWM-170 Dm., 511*. 
Br/Br, clean-shaven, 
smooth, Itaksn I have 
most everything I 
could want except you 
Enjoy NYC. travel, 
gym. dming out and 
♦un t>m*t If you ere 
young and hot. 
write to Joey. P.O. 
Box 1040. Bloomfield. 
NJ 07003 Photo and 
phone please. No 
game* and noone 


g et or couplet lor 
wild fun and advan- 
turn Join ut for fan 
tanat. erotic garnet 
light bondage. No 
drugs, no pain 
Ourwee* Box 1020 

GWF, 28. 

BARBARIAN 

Romantic Rocker, 
Pagan. Slim, 53 1/2”, 
with wnd tanta ol 
humor and deep bit. 
ayes teak* femimr _ 
GWF. tlm 18-25. Intel¬ 
ligent 6 sensitive, 
under 5'2* who lik 
rock. NYC. Bui 
Bunny and Meta¬ 
physics I like to lead 
but I don't kke to puth 
Foto optional 
OWVWekflbx 1013 

DEFINITION 
Progressive hunk (34, 
6'. 175) with post- 
modern affectations 
taekt supple arti¬ 
culations of body and 
thought-or at least lor 


dancing, actvism. safe 
hot sax. cycling, sun, 
beauty, grace 6 al the 
usual stuff Sen* 
photo and the resl t 
PO. Bo. 1366 . NY. H 
10025 Photo 

returned, if requested 

MILDLY KINKY 

GWM. 52. attractive, 
5*10*. 145. versatile, 
seek* hot sex. fun, 
relationship, triends, 
enjoys polities, acti¬ 
vism. conversation, 
walks, travel, movies,I 
much more P.O Boil 
173. NYC 10023 


Personals 

Continued 


PLAYMATES 

WANTEO 

Butch-fern couple in 

Manhattan ages 40 8 
35. seeks lesbian an 


FREE PERSONALS 

For a limited time, OutWeek will run 
your personal ad FREE (except for mail 
forwarding charges). Simply fill out the 
order form on page 68 and return it to 
OutWeek classifieds, 77 Lexington 
Avenue, Suite 200, New York, NY 
10010 . 

OutWeek reserves the right to end this offer at any time without notice 








WE BRING IT ALL TO YOU! 


SWEATY JOCKS! 
BULGING MUSCLES! 
SMOOTH LEATHER! 
ROUGH TALK! 


#1 Croup Conference 
02 Private One on One 
#3 News Update 
& #5 Outrageous Bulletin Board 
#6 Backroom 

W< pe» minute • Adults Only 



































CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 



All faiWeek Classified Advertising is prepaid The Deadline is Monday, one week before on sale date 
QjiWeeh reserves the nghi to edit, reject or rewrite any advertisement 
In case of error on our part, no refunds additional insertions onfy 
Sis 00 fee for copy changes or cancellations 

Mad sent to OutWeek Bo* t s is forwarded weekly, on Mondays OutWeek boxes are NOT to be used for the distribution of bulk 
mail or awertising circulars 

FOR YOUR SAFETY. NO STREET ADDRESSES ARE PERMITTED IN THE PERSONALS SECTION OUTWEEK BOX fs OR PO BOXES 


CLASSIFIED RATES: 

FIRST INSERTION: $30 for the 
first seven lines (including a 
bold headline) and $2 for each 
additional line Please conform 
your ad copy to the grid 
SUBSEQUENT INSERTIONS 
$15/ issue (up to 15 lines) 



DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 
RATES: 


$25/column inch Pease inquire 
for frequency discounts Column 
width 1 7/8* 


CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 

One letter, space, or punctuation mark per box. 



To calculate the cost of your ad: 

1 bold headlme ♦ 6 more Imes © $15 for personals. $30 lor other classifieds (mmmumj. 

♦-additional lines © $1 per line lor personals. $2 per ime for other classifieds • 

Run this ad lor-additional issues © $15 per issued to 15 Imes) * 

Give me an OutTWeek Bo* * and forward my mail each week Ice_months © $20 per month * 

Telephone venfeabon charge (if your phone t appears m ad) © $10 00 » 

□ Charge my Visa/Mastercard Acct#__ E „p_ 

Signature_ 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 




STUOENT NEEDS 
HELP! 

Ivy Laagua student, 
gay activist, writer, 
really nica guy--may 
not ba abla to afford 


soon to; AMR. 76 
Undardiff. Mil born, NJ 
070*1. 

OWN, ITALIAN, 2$ 

Good-looking, rvca 
guy looking to make 
Hands Ova on L.l. 
work on Will St. Wart 
to maat odiar ncaguys 
who ara mtarastad <n a 
sincere. disc'aat and 
caring frlandship, 
lunchas, dinnars. 
movias. walks, hang¬ 
ing out. or pjst doing 
nothing togathar. 
Would lika to haar 
from ail-any aga. raca. 
Marriad. bi. o k too. 
Writa with photo and 
phone-- you'va got 
nothing to tote--(pan- 
pals o k) P.O. Boi 463 
Was St. Staton, Naw 
York, NY 10266. 


cunout guys A bagin- 
nart too. Gat raady 
for tha rad, bulging 
bag, hoaa and 00120 - 
briafs down, bottoms 
up 1 All quaston* 
antwaradl PVph Rick 
P.O. Boi 45 CtMwall, 
NJ 07006 Cum on. try 


SEEKING GREAT 
TOP 

TalKff**). good 00 king 
bottom soaking tall top 
for fun tlmat. definite 


groan ayat.18S.gym 
shape, prof. YouSOV 
40’s, in shapa, attrac¬ 
tive, non-smoker, and 
passionate I Zip your 


GB t BRITISH 
GBM. aga 30. 5M1*. 
135 lbs , lonely m NY 
seeks GWM top with 
or without moustache. 
Honesty is more 
important than looks. 
No games or drugs. 
Wr.ta Boi t49, NYC, 
NY 10185. 

NEW TO NYC AREA 

CM Puerto R«can 27. 
Sir. 210 lbs . enjoys 
music, quiet even.nga 
and cuddtmg. Looking 
lor Wand IO Show ma 
NYC. sand photo and 
phona number to 
OufWeek Box 11S6. 

REGULAR OUY 

GWM. 38. leaks sirrk 
lar fun relationship. 
Average looks/bulld, 
decant, stable, shy, 
Lika theatre, classical 
music, blonds. C*oset 
Romantic, more turned 
on by chest size than 
cock Honan letter and 
photo (a must 1 ) to P.O 
Boi 3t82. Ridgewood, 
NY 11388. 


OHB-OCCENT 
HUMAN BEING 
Wants to share happy 


QUIRKY LESBIAN 
GWF, 27, would like to meet very 
bright, tunny woman who possess¬ 
es natural femininity, Older women, 
please don’t be shy. Please send 
photo, not because I'm picky but 
because I thoroughly enjoy lotos ol 
folks I donl know. I’m not being 
facetious. I'm fascinated by that 
which is traditionally considered 
boring, i.e. staring at the ceiling, 
reading phone books, calling pre¬ 
recorded messages and dialing 
international operators. Loathed 
When Harry Mel Sally... OutWeek 
Box 1151_ 

OCTOGENARIAN 
In excellent physical condition, 
seeks company ol GWM (18 to 30). 
Reasonably secure financially and 
psychologically, political activist who 
is interested in sincere, loving rela¬ 
tionship (platonic or otherwise) with 
GWM well-versed in the arts, world 
traveller who has been an active 
participant in the joys and sorrows 
of most of the 20th Century. Short 
bio and optional photo would be real 
nice. Cheerio. OutWeek Box 1130 


Arttwqr today with 
pho«> and phone and 
data latlar. You 


TO REPLY TO AN OUTWEEK BOX : 



OutWeek Box #_ 

77 Lexington Avenue, Suite 200 
New York NY 10010 



































QMHC continued from pig* 33 

GMHC— “First In the fight against 
AIDS,* as they boast — will join the 
clamor as well. 

GMHC has the facts. It has re¬ 
spect. It has been persistent in its 
lobbying efforts. But polite lobby- 
ing-as-usual Isn’t getting the 
needed bucks into AIDS services. 
The New York City AIDS Task 
Force projects that New York City 
needs to spend $7.2 billion on 
AIDS over the next five years. 
GMHC's annual budget is $12 mil¬ 
lion. No doubt it's worth GMHCs 
risking a few government grants 
to VOCALLY draw attention to the 
health care failures at every level 
of government—city, state and 
federal. GMHC must use its re¬ 
spected and powerful voice to de¬ 
mand the missing health care ser¬ 
vices which people with HIV 
disease need, just for what has 
become the privilege of fighting 
for their lives. ▼ 


XEROXED continued Inm MO* « 

assumption that non-minority reodea are 
better informed or non-users of IV drugs? 
Does the GMHC assume that PEOPLE Of 
COLOR DO NOT READ NEWSDAY. THE 
TIMES. THE VOICE OR OUTWEEK? 

I strongly object to the ‘token* use of 
the Block and Latino advisory panel Our 
express purpose is to provide a people of 
color perspective and not only were sug¬ 
gestions not given proper consideration, 
but only a tiny percontoge of the panel 
were octuotty consulted because these 
were people who worked in offices with fax 
machines The movement to eontoct the 
panel at the last minute Is a painful exam¬ 
ple of how the GMHC views Its minority 
panel Why bother to hove a panef? is the 


HUMAN SACRIFICE MMiaasd Iron psgt 34 

not been tested in people with 
AIDS. Other doctors, like Joseph 
Sonnabcnd of New York, used 
Bactrim as early as 1982 In PWAs. 
This may be one reason for the 
•mystery" of long-term survival in 
some of Sonnabcnd’s patients, in¬ 
cluding activist, writer and singer 
Michael Callen. 

Yet Dr. Flschl felt a placebo- 
controlled trial was necessary in 
people with AIDS. She randomly as¬ 
signed 60 patients with Kaposi’s sar¬ 
coma but no history of opportunis¬ 
tic infection to receive either two 
Bactrim pills a day or no treatment. 

During 36 weeks of follow-up, 
none of the patients on Bactrim de¬ 
veloped PCP. According to a sum¬ 
mary of Fischl's findings in AIDS 
Clinical Care 1:4, August 1989, 
"TMP/SMX had a pronounced im¬ 
pact on survival: while 28 of 30 
control group patients died during 
follow-up, only 18 of 30 patents re¬ 


sefoon for GMHC racism? 

What has been done is done. My 
concern is: a.) what will ihe GMHC do 
fo prevent this from ever happening 
again? b ) What will the GMHC do to 
repolr the damage ihelr lock of ethics 
has done? 

The GMHC had and continues to 
have opportunities to rooky improve their 
organization Dealing with racism will ulti¬ 
mately help the GMHC better Itself as an 
Institution and remove some of me I imita¬ 
tions in Its outreach to ALL people , non- 
rrtnortty included 
I await your reply. 

Aiselo font 


-▼ 

cciving treatment died." Thus, it ap¬ 
peared that Bactrim may have 
helped prevent other opportunistic 
infections—such as toxoplasmosis, 
salmonella and shigella—as well. 

Was this study ethical? Were 
those 28 deaths in the placebo arm 
necessary to prove Bactrim worked? 
Bactrim was already proven effective 
in treating PCP. The Hughes study 
had already proven its ability to pre¬ 
vent PCP in immunosuppressed chil¬ 
dren! Why did 28 additional people 
have to die of a preventable disease 
simply to ’prove" Bactrim worked in 
people with HIV and PCP as well as 
in people with other immunosup- 
pressed conditions? 

They didn’t. The study was 
cruel and inhumane. Yet it got by 
the scientific reviewers, the ethical 
reviewers, and the editors of the 
medical journals without a whisper 
of dissent. Something is very wrong 
when doctors, whose first loyalty 
under the Hippocratic Oath is to 
their patients, under the vow *Do 
no harm,’ sanction such outrages. 

Yet they continue, day after 
day. Children with HIV have no ap¬ 
proved treatments. The trials avail¬ 
able for children are testing AZT 
with donated antibodies (im¬ 
munoglobulins). These trials are all 
placebo-controlled. And, because a 
study of Bactrim has not been con¬ 
ducted in children with AIDS, many 
doctors refuse to treat children with 
AIDS with Bactrim prophylaxis. 

The persistence of inhumane 
trials such as those of Dr. Flschl and 
of the shoddy treatment and 
mediocre trials for children with 
AIDS is a scandal we should move 
rapidly to expose and end. ▼ 

This article is based on re¬ 
search conducted by David Z. 
Kincbenbaum. 


OutWeek 
available on 
you favorite 
newsstand every 
Tuesday 


panel simply an affirmative action jmoko- 


Member. GMHC Latino Advisory Panel 
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prtpsrad by Rick X 

with information from 

Ttve Q(y & L»»bian Switchboard of 

Mow York 

For mor* Information or referrals. to 
rap. or to voluntoor. call tho GLSB 
daily, noon to midnight. 212-777-1800 


Send calendar hem* t 
kick X. Going Our 


Box790 


Duane and David Taylor, at the 
Center. 208 W 13 Si; 8 pm. 475- 
0271 


I fjr/zrjr 


New York. NY 10108 

hem* muai be received by Mon¬ 
day 10 be Included In the follow 
Ing week’a issue. 




SEPTEMBER 5 


A DIFFERENT LIGHT BOOK¬ 
STORE presents Ken Mandel- 
baum and his video tribute to 
the work of Michael Bennett, 
coinciding with the publication 
of hla A Chorus lint and tba 
Musicals of Micbaal Bannatt, 548 
Hudson St (btwn Charles and 
Perry); 8 pm; free (limited seat¬ 
ing!), 989-4850 


WNET-TV/13 Innovation! 
'AIDS. Fighting for the Chil¬ 
dren,* featuring Dr. James 
Oleske and focusing on pediatric 
AIDS; 9-9:30 pm (rebroadcast 
Wfed. 9/6. 12:30 pm; Stan. 9/10. 
11-JO am) 


EAGLE BAR Movie Night, last 
Temptation 0 /Christ. 142 Uth 
Ave (at 21 St>. 11 pm; 691-8451 


fS//YYS/A 


5 E P T E M B 


FRIENDS OF TOM DUANE 
Fundraising Party at Rogers 
and Barbero, 149 Eighth Ave 
(btwn 17 tt 18 Sts); 5-7:30 pm; 
$89.727-8150 

TRACKS DISCO September 
Schedule starts today, with the 
club saying open on Tuesdays 
and Fridays only, normal Tues¬ 
day through Sunday schedule 
resumes in October, 531 W 19 St; 
627-2333 




SEPTEMBER 6 


WNET-TV/13 Innovation. 
-AIDS. Fighting for the Chil¬ 
dren,* 12 30 pm, see Tuesday. 

9/5 


FOUNDATION FOR THE SELF- 
HEALING AIDS-RELATED EX¬ 
PERIMENT (SHARE) Free Intro¬ 
ductory Evening, in anticipation 
of the Sept. 20-24 Who Heals 
program for discovering the 
•healer within*; with Niro, found¬ 
ing director of SHARE who 
reversed her HIV status from 
positive to negative, and Amitabh 
(Robert Bimbaum, PH.D. in dlni- 
cal psychology UC, Berkeley), 
transformational therapist and 
healer, at 441 Ufsyeue St, 7J0- 
930 pm; 460-8074 (also 'Wednes¬ 
day, 903) 

1NTBGRITY/NEW YORK Episco¬ 
pal service and Labor Day 
Reception; at St. Luke in the 
Fields. 497 Hudson St (btwn 
Christopher and Grove); 7:30 
pm; 7181720-3054 


NEW JERSEY BUDDIES Volun¬ 
teer Training, St. Mary s Roman 
Catholic Church. 17 Pompton 
Ave, Pompton Lakes. N|; 7 pm; 
201/837-8125 

GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE 
AGAINST DEFAMATION Montlv 
ly Meeting, today and every first 


PYRAMID CLUB presents Thurs¬ 
days at the Queer-Amld, with 
host Ru-Paul, rock and funk 
music by DJ Rick Sugden, spedal 
acts Low Meato and Tangclla 
Rocks! 101 Avenue A (btwn 6 & 
7 Su), dancing from 10 pm - 4 
am. shows at midnight and 1 am; 
$5; 420-1590 


LESBIAN/GAY ACTION COM¬ 
MITTEE FOR DINKINS David 
Dinkins for Mayor Rally, wkh 
Ruth Messinger and others; 
Stonewall Place/Sheridan Square, 
6:30 pm. 977-8989 

YALE GAY AND LESBIAN ALUM- 
Nl/AE Weekend In Eaathamp^ 

ton, at a member’s home; 
member Info 724-9113 

THE ANSWER IS LOVING 
Women Talking Women’s Talk. 
Scapegoating, focusing on fault¬ 
ing, blaming, excuses, explana¬ 
tions; led by Ruth Berman and 
Connie Kurtz. Sheepahead Bay. 
Brooklyn; 7:45-10 pm-. $8; 
718/998-2305 

MEN OF ALL COLORS TOGETH¬ 
ER CJL Session; *Cock Size and 
Penh Power: How I Feel About 
My Own and Others’*; at the 
Center. 208 W 13 St; 7:45 pm, 
222-9794 

GAY MEN OP AFRICAN 
DESCENT AIDS IN BLACKFACE, 
a discussion of Yale law profes¬ 
sor Harlon Dalton’s Daedalus 
magazine article on the per¬ 
ceived failure of the Black com¬ 
munity to property address the 
AIDS crisis, Dalton, an African- 
American member of the Nation¬ 
al Commission on AIDS, will be 
present to facilitate; at the Center, 
206 W 13 St; 8 pm. 716/802-0162 

A DIFFERENT LIGHT BOOK¬ 
STORE presents Mike Hippier, 
discussing the subject of his 
book. Matioucb. 548 Hudson St 
(btwn Charles and Perry), 8 pm; 
free (limited seating!), 9894850 

SHESCAPE PARTIES FOR 
WOMEN Voguelng Contest at 
Octagon this and four more Fri¬ 
days. with the final on Oct. 6; 


13 St; 8 pm! 966-1700 

GAY AND LESBIAN INDEPEN¬ 
DENT DEMOCRATS ProVktory 
Celebration with openly-gay 

City Council candidates Tom 



rtgeous outfits and pose like 
models while dancing to the 
hottest hits,* with a special 
voguelng exhibition before the 
contest; at Octagon. 555 W 33 SI; 
doors open 10 pm, contest at 


midnight; $5 before 11 pm/$7 
after, 645-6479 


\S47WgMF 
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CREATIVE FA1RES. LTD New 
York Renaissance Festival, 
open Saturdays and Sundays 
through Sept. 17, featuring All's 
Watt Thai Ends Wall on the Globe 
Stage, Talas ef tba Dacamaron on 
the Harlequin Stage, and Talas of 
Robin Hood and Tba Quran s 
Folly which “unfold around you*; 
(736-4700), Iv NYC 1915 am. hr 
Sterling Forest 6:15 pm; $12 
adukVSIO senkxV$5 kids age 6- 
12. info 914/351-5171 (.Editor's 
not*-, gays and lesbians have 
been welcomed by the Festival’s 
press office even though homo¬ 
sexuality was a capital offense 
throughout this period) 

PEOPLE WITH AIDS COALITION 
Singles’ Tea, for PWAs, PWArcs, 
MVi. 222 W 11 ST, 3-530 pm. 
532-0568 

WOMEN ABOUT Women’* 
Square Dance; 353/0073, 
201/481-0440 

CENTERSHOWS presents 
Daugherty 4k Field, cabaret 
entertainers 'known for their 
weaving of winy repartee with 
elegant singing,* performing 
From Bach to Rock, taking the 
audience on a madcap whirlwind 
tour of the history of music-mak¬ 
ing*; at the Center, 206 W 13 St; 
8 pm ; $10.620-7310 

SPECTRUM DISCO presents Cyn¬ 
thia, singing 'Change on Me* 
and 'Endless Night*; 802 64th SI. 
Bay Ridge. Brooklyn (N train to 
8th Ave stop). 7187308213 

PEOPLE WITH AIDS COALITION 
Musical Revue Benefit. Kota 
and Friauds at tba Palaca, 

surring Rose Levine; at the Ice 
Palace, Cherry Grove, Hre Island; 
11 pm. $20. 212/683-0919 
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SEPTEMBER 10 SEPTEMBER 


CREATIVE FAIRES, LTD New 
York Renaissance Festival, tee 

Saturday, Sept. 9 

THIRD AVENUE MERCHANTS 
ASSOCIATION FAIR from 14lh to 
34th Streets, lots of home fur¬ 
nishings and antiques; 11 am to 
dusk, 684-4077 

WNET-TV/1J Innovation! 
•AIDS: Fighting for the Chil¬ 
dren,’ 11:30 am; see Tuesday, 


SAtSA SOUL SISTERS. OTHER 
COUNTRIES. MINORITY TASK 
FORCE ON AIDS, MEN OF AU 
COLORS TOGETHER and GAY 
MEN OF APRICAN DESCENT 
March In Harlem's African- 
American Parade, meet at north 
end of Central Park, W 110 
Sl/Adam Clayton Powell Blvd; 
noon; Bert 505-0S06, Jean 
718/387-2119 

INTEGRAL YOGA INSTITUTE 
Full Day Workshop for People 
Concerned about HIV Infec¬ 
tion, with discussions and 
Instruction regarding emotions 
and health, diet and nutrition. 
Hatha Yoga, meditation and visu¬ 
alization, with vegetarian lunch; 
227 W 13 St; 10 am - 5 pm. *30. 
929-0586 

CENTER SPORTS goes to Meta 
vs. Pittsburg Pirates, 1:35 pm; 
620-7310 

LESBIANS AND GAYS OF FLAT- 
BUSH Farcwcll-to-Summcr 
Barbecue, 2-5 pm. 718/859-9437 

HARLEM WEEK OF PRAYER ON 
AIDS Vigil of Remembrance, 
Unity and Concern, at Harlem 
Hospital. 6 pm 

AIDS CENTER OF QUEENS 
COUNTY Sunset Cruise on the 
Circle Line. 42 St & 12th Ave, 
6:30-9:30 pm. *20 (to ACQC>. 
718/896-2500 

FRIENDS OF TQM DUANE Ben¬ 
efit Party with entertainment by 
The Flirtations, at Private Eyes. 
12 W 21 10 pm; *10. 727-8150 


GAY ACTIVIST ALLIANCE IN 
MORRIS COUNTY presents 
Brian Mc.Naught. author, Oa 
Being Gay, with thoughts on 
family, faith and love, at the Uni¬ 
tarian Fellowship, 21 Normandy 
Heights Rd. Momstown, NJ; 8:30 
pm; 201/285-1595 


SEPTEMBER 12 


YALE GAY AND LESBIAN ALUM 
NI/AE presents Jim Seymour, 
expert on Tibet and China, dis 
cussing Amnesty International 
and Chinese politics concerning 
Tibet and student activism (the 
Beijing massacre was 100 days 
ago today), at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity's Earl Hall; 7:30 pm; member 

info 724-9113 

WNET-TV/13 -other Face, of 
AIDS,* examining the back¬ 
ground and impact of AIDS in 
America's minority communities; 
8-9 pm (also broadcast in Span¬ 
ish, Saturday, 9/16) 

CELLBLOCK 28 Leather Party 
with Hands-On Production*. 

safe-sex party; 28 Ninth Ave 
(below 14th St), 8 pm - 3 am, 
*10, 733-3144 


HARLEM WIT* OF PRAYER ON- 

AIDS Individual AIDS Aware¬ 
ness Workshops In Harlem 
Churches, info 862-5970 

FOUNDATION FOR THE SELF- 
HEALING AIDS-RELATED 
EXPERIMENT (SHARE) Free 
Introductory Evening, in antici¬ 
pation of the Sept. 20-24 Who 
Heals program for discovering 
the 'healer within*; with Niro, 
founding director of SHARE who 
reversed her HIV status from 
positive to negative, and Amitabh 
(Robert Bimbaum. PH D. in clini¬ 
cal psychology UC, Berkeley), 
transformational therapist and 
healer, at 441 Lafayette St; 7:30- 
930 pm; 460-8074 



ALL-MALE MINI THEATER 
(Lower Lavali 

Mon -Sat Uam-llpm / Sun 10am-7pm 

Ann Street 

Adult Entertainment Center 

21 Ann Strati (btwn Broadway & Nassau St.) 
Ntw York City / (212)267-9760 
Mon.-Fri 7am-11 pm / Sal lOam-llpm 
_Sun I0am-7pm 


■— gMO WON-® 

Co __ 

- 

LARGE SELECTION OF ALL MALE 
VIDEOS/MAGAZINES/SCREENING BOOTHS 

■ ■ ■ 

NOVELTIES / PERIODICALS / TOYS / ETC. 

■ ■ ■ 

VIDEO RENTALS / MEMBERSHIP PLANS 
lows V wo Skiffs. M 
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lady (Donna Murphy), who obliges 
him with several lecture demonstra¬ 
tions. But then, every performance is 
strong and honest, including John 
Curry's tender Corporal Bishop who 
loves working-class Corporal Bonny 
(Ross Bickell) who loves him back 
(never mind that he has a wife and 
children at home), Edward Hibbert’s 
insecure Aircraftman Young-Love, and 
Jones' Flack, a great flapping ostrich. 

Then there is Jim Dale. He graces 
Dennis with his own limber humani¬ 
ty. Absent is any condescension or 
wink to the audience ("I'm not really 
gay*). In addition, we get deadly 
impersonations of Dietrich, Greer 
Garson, Noel Coward and Carmen 
Miranda. Asking for more would be 
too much. 

The men who sleep with men 
treat their lovers better than do the 
men who sleep with women. The het- 
cros representing the Empire, such as 
the homophobic Sergeant-Major Reg 
Drummond (Donald Burton), pimp 
for young male prostitutes and beat 
women, or, like Flack, spout the old 


pieties while sacrificing untrained "sol¬ 
diers* on the altar of England. But 
even in this version (where the heteros 
behave more badly than in the origi¬ 
nal), treating gay people with respect 
is not what Privates on Parade is 
about. Rather, its meaning resides in 
Flowers’ recognition that *it is bewil¬ 
dering to discover how many different 
sorts of people there are and how 
many different ways they have.* For all 
its sadness and bitterness, Nichols’ 
heart is a human heart. ▼ 


If you need 
to get it at 
home, see 
page 31. 


GETTING OFFcortiixred ire* page SC 

your toys. And there is humor. 
Barbara Smith shares with us the hor¬ 
rifying yet funny experiences of 
explaining to a customs agent ’what’s 
in the brown wrapper* and getting a 
vibrator stuck inside (‘When some¬ 
thing is stuck in a cylindrical contain¬ 
er the impulse is to try and approach 
it from both ends—which is why I 
found myself with a finger up my 
bum," Masturbation is for Wankers). 
And yes there's tenderness, lovemak¬ 
ing, disgust, farting, cramping, confu¬ 
sion, seduction and even politics. 
There’s a little of something for 
almost everyone. 

The Sheba Collective publishes 
unsafe sex fantasies; but as a collec¬ 
tive, they do take responsibility by 
including a safer sex guide for 
women. They also have included 
some of the hottest, cutest, funniest, 
politically incorrect sex, sex scenes, 
sex thoughts, sex acts to make this 
usually bored, hyper-eroticized reader 
squirm, laugh out loud, get wet, get 
hot, get off. ▼ 


LES 

S hoP 

■c 


OPEN 24 HOURS 

EVERYDAY LOW 

■inUIPM VIDEO SALE ft 

HOMMES 



’THE ALL-MALE 
UPTOWM BOOKSTORE ■ Sum-Oi ti* Art Screw* 

Booth* 

217 West 80th Street ■ «*> Screw** itoom 

(btwn. B way ft Amsterdam) BPwio«cw. -m 
New York. NY 10024 ■ n»«m*. Top. Etc 


500 HUDSON STREET 
(at Christopher St.) 

New York. NY 10014 
24 HRS. 

• MAGAZINES. NOVELTIES 

• PERIODICALS. TOYS. ETC. 
••STATE-OF-THE-ART- 

SCREENING BOOTHS SHOWING THE NEWEST RELEASES | 

NEW YORK’S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEO TAPES FOR SALE OR | 
RENT AT THE LOWEST 
PRICES IN TOWN! 

I MORE THAN A BOOKSTORE A LAN0MARK. 

SERVING NEW YORK S GAY COMMUNITY FOR OVER | 
20 YEARSI 
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Best Bets (for finding other gays and lesbians to dance with) 


MEN & WOMEN 
MONDAY 

Private Eye* 12 W 21 St 206-7770 (pteppie; male ttnppen, 2-1-1 till 
midnight) 

TUESDAY 

"Love Machine Broadway at 17 SL 254-400$ (at the Underground) 
Tracks 5JI W 19 St 627-235) 

WEDNESDAY 

dub Lafayette 428 Lafayette Si (Scoa Currie A R Court Hay) 

Private Eyct 12 V 21 St 206-7770 (Dallas and Sinker's CLUB BAD) 
Spectrum 802 64 Si Brooklyn 718/23M213 CTree admiwon all night) 

THURSDAY 

"lloyhar 15 1/2 St Mirks PI 674-7959 (ha* a new wave drag show) 
‘Copacahana 10 E 60 St 7554)610 0*x Thu. of the month has Susanne 
Baruch party) 

"Pyramid 101 Ave A 420-1590 (Queer-Amid) 

Spectrum 802 64 St Brooklyn 718/238-8213 (free admiaion all night) 

FRIDAY 

•Boybar 15 1/2 St Marks PI 674-7959 

Columbia Dances bad Hall. 116 St A BViy 854-3574 (l«t Friday of 
every month) 

Funk. Inc 428 Lafayette St 

Private Eyes 12 W 21 a 206-7770 (preppies and young professionals) 
Spectrum 802 64 St Brooklyn 718/238-8213 (nvT strippers) 

Track* $31 W 19 Si 627-2333 

SATURDAY 

"Boybar 151/2 St Marks PI. 674-7959 

The Center 208 V 13 St. 620-7310 (2nd and 4th Saturdays) resuming 
9/23 

Private Eyes 12W21 Si 206-7770 (Club Chicago for Men, preppies) 
Sound Factory 530 W 27 Sr. 64347728 (non-alcohol, House music) 
Spectrum 802 64 St Brooklyn 718/238-8213 (guest performer nlghO 

SUNDAY 

•Mars Weuside Highway at 13 Si 691-6262 (Chip Duckett's "Msrs 
Seed* Men" night) 

•Pyramid 101 Ave A 420-1590 (Hspi Phsce and Drag • Vkriety Show) 
Spectrum 802 64 Si 71*238-8213 (those, free adnusaion) 

EVERY NIGHT 

Monster 80 Grove Si it Sheridan Square 924-3557 

* (TVs wslcomt) 


WOMEN 


NOTE: 

Party everts arc subfoci to change. 


TUESDAY 

Hatfield's 126-10 Queens Blvd , Kew Gardens, Queens 
718/261-8484 

WEDNESDAY 

Bedrock 121 Vtoodficld Road, Wat Hempstead, U 51*486-9516 

THURSDAY 

Bedrock 121 Waodfleld Road, Wat Hempstead. U 51*4869516 

FRIDAY 

Bedrock (Wat Hempstead, U) 

Cheeks 2000 Long Beach Rd Island Park, U 516-4)1-5700 
Octagon 555 W 33 St 947-0400 (Shescpe, 645-6479) 

Tracks 531 V 19 Si 627-2333 (lax Friday of month) 

Visions $64)1 Queens Blvd Wndskfe 71*846-7131 

SATURDAY 

Bedrock 121 Vtoodfield Rd . Wat Hempxesd 516486-9516 
Silver Lining 175 Cherry Lane. Floral Pk. U 516/354-9641 (*Ju 
The Lining") 

Stan 8)6 Grand Blvd , Deer Park. U. 51*242-3857 

SUNDAY 

Bedrock (Wat Hempstead, LQ 

EVERY NIGHT 

Cubby Hole, 438 Hudson Street 2439079 
Duchess n, Sheridan Square 242-1408 

All Phona numbars art area coda 212 units* otharwisa indicated 


Send corracliotti/additioasto: 
Rick I 
Box 798 
NY. NY 10108 
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PflOSPf CT continued Iron peg* 55 

If ihe blues has been a music of 
oppression, Reggae is thought to be a 
music of liberation. And so following 
drcadlocklcd African mother H. 
Gossett came Sister Carol, also in long 
dreads, with a red, green and gold 
outfit, highlighting her black, green 
and gold liberation sneakers. The Folk: 
black, pink, brown, yellow— Asians (I 
saw them)— Africans, Europeans, 
wimmin, men, children, gay people, 
straight people (but not too straight). 
Some of us were straining to under¬ 
stand the patois of this great toaster, 
but knowing that her words have sig¬ 
nificance our bodies gyrate. I & l get 
up from our scats, I & I skank in the 
aisles under the night sky. 

Brooklyn is rockin’ cause Sister 
Carol is one of our own, like so many 
transplanted West Indies folk, proud 
of her roots. She's our Black 
Cinderella, and children run up on the 
stage to touch her. But it’s not wor¬ 
ship, you understand. It’s communica¬ 
tion with how she know dem and is 
one with dem. I see men holding their 
daughters in a new way. They, like 


my father, want their daughters and 
sons to survive the death that the sys¬ 
tem has cut out for dem, but the dif¬ 
ference is that they arc hcarin' about 
how they, too, have contributed to 
this downpression. I see the men’s 
eyes, they look at the wimmin in a 
new way. 

And Sister Carol says drugs 
destroy your rhythms, you no reach 
your vital consciousness with cocaine. 
*No cocaine, no LSD. no speed, no 
slackness please." Sister Carol is a 
singer-educator. She sings of South 
Africa, having us chanting, call and 
response. Moreover, she does old-style 
reggae covers, which she updates and 
changes, subtle differences making for 
new interpretations. I don’t always 
agree with her, but I know truth is not 
in the individual but in the dialogue, 
in the listenin’ betwix and amongst 
wimmin, that shall create us. 

One of the most important things 
about Rasta-Reggae for lesbian/gay 
people is its emphasis on history, 
which when taken back always 
becomes hcrslory—more truth, more 
freedom. That’s what black people 


have for all people—especially 
oppressed peoples—we your past and 
people of all colors together arc our 
future. And as she says, ‘People arc 
looking for who is going to be the 
next Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, 
Bob Marlcy I think this time they 
have to look out for a woman.’ 

Her album is Black Cinderella, 
and so is she. But site needs no glass 
slippers. Along with us we’re dancing 
our way out of the white house, back 
to self. When the head and the feet 
meet, the circle shall be complete. ▼ 


OutWeek... 
available 
all over 
the place. 
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CHICKS WITH PICKS 


550-9999 

(212. 718. 516 914) 










OutWeek Crossword 

by Phil Greco 

Edited by Gabriel Rotello 



SOLUTION IN NEXT WEEK S OUTWEEK OH SALE TUESDAY 


1. Plato dubbed her the tenth muse 


7. Lesbian novelist Rita_Brown 

Bisexual poet Millay 
She wrote Other Women 
Lesbian poet Lowell 

Waiting For The _ 

As You _ Me 

Lesbian blues great 
Go 

MTM's Georgette 

_-di-dah 

_Amin 

Catherine the Great 
Mars: comb, form 
of consent 

The _ Victim 

Frederics and a Roman goddess 

Reverberation 

Promissory note 

Bisexual journalist 

Approx 

_Ames 

*Ma, he’s making __ me...* 


48 _grass 

50. 'But_for Me* 

52. Actor Michael 
53- Prefix with body 
55- Suffix with girl 

58. Saul’s uncle 

59. _St John 

6l. City or salami 

63. Playwright Hansbeny 

65- Francis or Dahl 

69-_ of the Thousand Days 

70. Naught 

71. 

72. Margaret_ 

73. Patience _ Sarah 

74. Home of 1 Across 

DOWN 

1. Weepy 

2. Beer 
3- Ba mum's 
4. Rock’s Collins 

5- *_go again...* 

6. Hill nymph 


7. Auntie _ 

8. /_ Camera 

9. Bronte’s Jane and kin 

10. Country switcher 

11. She _ Him Wrong 

12. Mr. Coward 

13. Some 

19 _ of a Murder 

21. By means of 

23. Early Lesbian pub., The 

24. Musical direction 

25. Desert _ 

27. High_ 

29 Yoko 

31. *1 can’t_satisfaction* 

33- Jewish mo. or car co. 

34. We _ Drifting 

35. Lesbian blues great Alberts 
37. Georgia city 

38 Andress film 
40. Farm tool 
43- Lesbian pub. 

44 Vigor 
49. Detestation 
51. Link 
54._F.lg 

56. Mollusk 

57. Bonhcuris The _ Fair 

59- Femur, e g. 

60. Soprano Berger 

61. Castrate 

62 __ Babylon 

63 On the_ 

64. Anais_ 

66. Recede 


67. Prefix: new 

68. Alphabet letters 


SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK S PUZZLE 


Miller who wrote 73 across 
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Gay Cable Network 



G€N 


Gay Cable Network 

32 Union Square East Suite 1217 
New York. NY 10003 
Phone 212/477 4220 

cut* 7t6 civil. 





OwJonM. fobtnljfer* Stfj Fntier. Oeuor ih* AIDS Hauery • River City Democratic Chb, Stcnrnento • G*. LnDwv md Bnctuii AurmW, it M^row* 
■ TV bpcnencc Swctk • Momi Ityhc • Niuonii Gajr A Lrtban SpmtualKjr Contermce. Oct 4, 7.1. Wuhinfion DC • TV Experience S*n frmcnco 
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Become an individual Sponsor 

by contributing $50. $100. $250, $500, or more, lend your name 

Become a Sponsoring Organization 

by contributing $100, $250, $500 or more, lend your name. 


Wear an NC0B T-Shirt srs 

cal or me to order yours now! 


Take YOur Next Step! 

whatever that may be. ri the process of fjfy coming out 


Participate 

in a National Comng Out Day event in your community 


NATIONAL 
COMING OUT 
DAY 

For Information cal or write 

FOBoalSSM Santa Fe.NM»7S0A 
(SOS) W2-2S5I 


Co-Chain; Rob Eichborg, Jean O’Leary 
National Coordinator; Pilo Bueno 










